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Read Me First
Do you like Pinewoods camp but don't know
when a good time to come is? First Weekend
at Pinewoods 1990 (June 15-17) is what: you
are looking for. Workshops are camper-run, so
you provide the activities. Some activities from
previous years have included origami, nature
walks, joke telling sessions, dance classes of
many kinds, volleyball, singing on the canlp
house porch, crafts, and giant bubbles. Even if
you don't want to provide an activity, you can
still participate in any of your fellow campers'
activities or you can just lounge around or go
swimming or something. American and English
dancing will also be held at night, so bring those
dancing shoes!
First Weekend is a good time for kids because at
the morning and evening gatherings somebody
usually sings audience-participation songs and
young kids get serenaded off to bed. And, for
older kids, there is usually a scavenger hunt or
boating or swimming.
The First Weekend's callers and musicians are:
Jim Gregory, Brad Sayler, Hilda Daley, Bruce
Rosen, Robin Kynoch, Susan Zimelas, Pat Mac
Pherson, and Karen Axelrod. And, of course,
there is the Pinewoods Crew who makes your
delicious food.
For details, see the enclosed flier and applica
tion. If you have any questions, caIl Susan
Rosen at (617) 965-0542.
--Daniel Rosen

75th Anniversary Ball
The CDS Boston Centre will celebrate its 75th
anniversary with a fancy ball on March 17,
1990. The celebration will be held at the Arme
nian Cultural and Education Center (47 Nichols
Ave., Watertown--see the enclosed flier for
directions). The progranl will be a combination
of English and American dance, reflecting the
commitnlent of CDS to these dance forms.
Helene Cornelius will lend her charm and
expertise to the English segments; and the fresh
style of the American caller, Lisa Greenleaf,
will round out this exciting evening. All dances
will be either walked or talked through, so don't
worry: this is an evening of pure fun.
The evening will begin with a wine and cheese
reception at 7:30 p.m. The dance will begin at
8:00 with music by the inestimable Peter
Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Jack O'Connor,
and Jacqueline Schwab. At mid-evening, a
Viennese dessert table will miraculously appear
(with ample Schlag) to offer rest and refresh
men t bordering on the sinful.
The evening will also feature a fascinating col
lection of historical memorabilia reflecting the
past 75 years of dance and the Society.
For further details, see the enclosed flier. For
even further details, call Sandy Borden (617)
878-4446.

The Envelope--Part IV
This is it. After several mailings to the CDS
membership asking for a vote on the proposed
revision of the CDS bylaws, we finally got it
right. You returned 144 valid ballots of which

143 were in favor of the proposed changes in
the CDS bylaws and one was opposed.
Done.

Support Your Local Dance Musicians!
And have a great time while you're at it at the
tenth annual Dance Musicians' Development
Fund Benefit on Saturday, March 31 at the
Church of the Immaculate Conception (45 Ale
wife Brook Parkway, Cambridge).
This noon-to-midnight dance, which supports a
fund for area musicians, features many of your
favorite local music and dance groups. Included
in this year's program is a family dance with
Tony Saletan, a Vienneserrango hour, a hambo
~ontest, Scandinavian dancing with Appelbo,
swing, and Scottish country dancing, plus hours
:)f contras, squares, and international folk danc
lng. There will also be a potluck supper fronl
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. To which all are invited.
For further information, call the Folk Arts Cen
ter at (617) 491-6084.

A Heartfelt Thank You
... to the many people who were involved in the
CDS Holiday Party this year. The beautifully
decorated Concord Scout House was filled to
capacity, and everyone seemed to have a won
derful time (your hostess included). Particular
thanks are due to the dance leaders lIelene
Cornelius and Sarah Gregory Smith; musi
cians Karen Axelrod, Earl Gaddis, Bill Smith,
and Andy Woolf; mummers Karen Mueller
(Rent), David Harrison (Buy), Bruce Pratt
(Dancer), Sue Delaney (Doctor), Jan Elliott
(Fool), Karen Axelrod (Hall), Brad Sayler
(Stage), Howie Lipkin (Parking), Herb Jacobs
(Lav), and especially Judy Erickson, the play's
creator; Lisa Greenleaf and all the members of
the Rose Galliard Northwest Morris team; mas
ter decorator Jack O'Connor; angel of refresh
ment Sandy Borden; sound experts Katy
Burns and Cal Howard; and nUlnerous other
volunteers, particularly those who donated
refreshments, sat at the door, and helped to
clean up.
Special thanks go to Earl and Brad, who filled
in for Dave Langford. (We missed yOll, Dave!)
And, finally, a note of appreciation to president
Gordon Talley and his array of homemade 75th
Anniversary materials. The Holiday Party was a
wonderful way to round out another decade of
great dancing with CDS.
--J an Elliott

Wednesday Night Rituals

After the dance"'party on Valentine's Day, the
Wednesday night ritual series resumes on Feb
ruary 21 with an encore of last year's most
popular class: Massed Cots wold Dances, taught
by Jan Elliott. With a new tradition almost every
week, Jan, foreman of Ha 'Penny Morris and an
experienced teacher of dancers at all levels of
accomplishment, will teach some of the rnost
frequently danced massed Cotswold morris
dances. Her musician will be the delightful mas
ter of the morris concertina, Tom Kruskal.
Please bring two white hankies to class.
From April 4 through May 2 (five weeks total),
Chris Walker will be teaching rapper-sword
dancing with primary emphasis on figures and
working as a set. Chris dances with Pinewoods
Morris Men and has taught and danced rapper
for many years. Joe Bowbeer, Muddy River
Rapper musician and a familiar fiddler in the
CDS Ritual Series, will be playing for the class.
Unlike the massed morris class, this is a cumu
lative class with each evening building on the
preceding ones. Please wear hard-soled shoes.
The last in this year's Wednesday Night Ritual
Series will be a class in Northwest clog. Tradi
tionally a processional group clog dance, North
west has not been taught in the CDS Ritual
Series for some time. We have a great teacher in
Cathy Henson, who was a member of Goatshead
from London, Ontario, one of the best North
west clog groups in North America. Cathy will
be teaching a dance called Colne Royal. Cynthia
Whear, an extraordinarily versatile ritual musi
cian, will be playing for the class, which runs
for five weeks from May 9 through June 6.
Wear hard-soled shoes or Northwest clogs if
you have them (with rubbers--no irons, please).
All classes run from 8:00 to 9: 15 p.m. In the St.
John's Church gym (downstairs). CDS member,
team, and series discounts are available. All
ranges of accomplishment are welcome at these
three sets of classes, although some Cotswold
morris experience would be helpful for the
massed morris class. For more information, call
Deb Small (617) 628-0071.
--Deb Small

CDS Grant to Third Friday Dance

The 75th Amliversary Annual Meeting
For the 75th Anniversary of CDS the Annual
Meeting Dance has a special theme--dances and
music from the Boston Centre. Come dance to
"Hudson Barn," "Helene's Night Out," "Ted's
Triplet," or other English and American favor
ites. We'll also announce the results of the elec
tion, take care, as they say, of business, and act
in ways appropriate to responsible and
exuberant dancers.
Callers and musicians are CDS regulars. The
dance begins early, at 7:30 p.m., And runs 'til
11 :00 p.m. On Friday, March 23, at the
Masonic Hall, 1950 Massachusetts Avenue,
Cambridge.
And, it's free to all CDS members.

CDS, Boston Centre has awarded a grant of
$250 to Robin Rogers-Browne and Brad Saylor
in support of the English Country Dance Party
that they have led on third Fridays for the past
two-and-a-half years. The dance, which has
developed a loyal following, has also run at, or
nearly at, break-even during its life. However, a
recent 50 percent increase in rental costs put the
series in jeopardy. The CDS grant will assure
the Third Friday dance can continue through
this season.
The award was made from the Louise B. Chapin
Fund, a CDS endowment that supports a wide
variety of projects. The Chapin Fund has
granted money for dance records, music, and
instruments, start-up costs for new dances,
scholarly studies, and similar activities of bene
fit to the dance community at large. To be con
sidered for a grant, apply by writing a brief
cover letter describing your project and the
contribution it will make to dancing. Please
include a budget showing how the CDS grant
would be applied to the total project cost. Send
to: Jan Elliott
Chair, CDS Endowment and Grants Com
mittee
11 Park Street, #5, Brookline, MA 02146

Anniversary Fund Update
Pinewoods Camp--Summer Jobs, 1990
Come spend a summer working, dancing, and
swimming at Pinewoods Camp. For those of
you new to Pinewoods, it is a traditional dance
and music camp near Plymouth, Mass. For
adults and families. The camp is on a beautiful
forested site between two freshwater ponds. The
camp season includes four sessions sponsored
by the Boston Centre.
Crew members live at camp and work from
early June through Labor Day. They have some
opportunities to participate in the programs.
Positions available: Head cook, cooks, cook
assistants, kitchen clean-up crew, and grounds
crew. Applicants to volunteer are also welcome.
For details, write to

Susannah Diamondstone, Manager
Pinewoods Camp, Inc.
P.O. Box 1379
East Arlington, MA 02174

The Holiday Party served double duty to bring
CDS members up to date on the progress of our
fund drive for dance space.
Judy Erickson's comic mummers' play chroni
cled the plight of the Dance Community as the
Fool and the Doctor struggled over the dilemma
of economics, decent floors, parking, lavatories,
and all the other elements that will make our
search a success. It was a fun-filled (and pun
filled) education in the complexities of dance
management.
At the time, the audience responded with laugh
ter. But within a few days gifts began coming in
as well. These included the largest gift so far to
the 75th Anniversary Fund, an anonyn10us
donation of $2,000.

As of this writing the totals stand at $8,630 in
gifts and pledges toward our goal of $25,000.
For more information on how to contribute to
the 75th Anniversary Fund, call Gordon Talley
at (617) 497-7490.

Playford Revisited: A Health to Betty
by Francis Worrell

Leade up all a D. forwards and back, set a!ld tume S. ..!- That againe...L First Cu. sides, turne her once and a halfe
about':'::'" Sides each with the 2. and turn them I I Doe thus to the last, the rest following and doing the like.

Sides all, set and turne S. ..:... That againe':':'" First Cu. meet a D. back againe, fall into the 2. place, and turne your
owne':::" Doe this change to the last, the rest following.

-=-

Armes all, set, and tume S.
That againe.!!.. First Cu. goe a D. hack, met't againe', take both hands, slip downe
betweene tne 2. tume single':'::" Doe thus to the last, the rest following.

A Health to Betty is dance #21 in the first edition of Playford. It is one of a group of dances
designated in Playford as tlLongways for as many as will," consisting of three parts, which are
introduced by double, sides, and arms, respectively, all of which are progressive. Unlike the
common duple minor longways, the progression starts with only the first couple dancing with the
second. As this couple progress down the set, more and more couples get involved until all are
dancing as in a duple minor set. Each couple dance the full length of the set both ways. As each
couple reach their starting place, they stop dancing, and the dance winds down in reverse order to
the start. For convenience, I will refer to this progression as the Essex Progression l .
In this dance, Playford's instructions, reproduced above from the modern Mellor edition, need
somewhat more interpretation than some of the others in this series. Starting with Part 1, note
that the first round of the progression ends with the active couple improper, the next with them
back proper again, and so on. This means that in order for everyone to end proper at the end of
Part 1, the set must consist of an odd number of couples (three or five, say) and the dance must
go an even number of rounds. (My directions assume a three-couple set, though a group of
dancers who tried it said that they preferred the longer dance that they got by having five couples
in the set.) Note also that the siding figure appears in the progression. Assuming that you are
doing the 17th-century side and wish to have the dance be symmetrical, you side by the right
shoulder first, then by the left. Thus, you always side by the right with your partner, by the left
with your neighbor.
In Part 2, there is a problem with Playford's instructions: they say that you are to go in a double
(2 bars), back a double (2 bars), "fall" into second place (? lead down, 2 bars?), And turn your
partner (4 bars), for a total of 10 bars. Not enough music. The solution I have arrived at is to
have the first couple go back a double (2 bars), then forward on a diagonal so as to "fall" into
second place, while the second couple leads up (2 bars); then turn partner (4 bars). This seems to
fit the music better than the other alternatives I have tried.
Part 3 presents no problems. I have specified that the turn single be cloverleaf, on the general
principle that this works most smoothly after the slip and into the next figure.
Instructions for the dance follow in modern notation. Numbers in parentheses are numbers of
bars for the figure. Superscript numbers are footnotes.
PART 1

Al

(8)

All up a double and back. Set and turn single.

A2

(8)

All that again.

A3

(4)

Couple 1 side by the right shoulder.

(4)

Couple 1 turn once and a half.

A4

A5

A6

(4)

Couple I (improper) side by the left with neighbor (man 1 with woman 2,
woman 1 with man 2),

(4)
(4)
(4)
(4)
(4)

Tum neighbor once and a half (progression).

A7-A14

Couple 1 (improper) side by the light.
Couple 1 turn once and a half (proper).
Couple 1 (proper) side by the left with new neighbor.
Tum neighbor once and a half.
Continue the figure to the end of the progression.

PART 2

Al
A2
A3

(8)

All side. Set and turn single.

(8)

All that again.

(2)
(2)

Couple 1 back a double.

(4)
A4-A8

Couple 1 forward a double into second place while couple 2 lead up (progre
ssion)3.
Couples 1 and 2 turn.
Continue the figure to the end of the progression.

PART 3

Al
A2
A3

(8)
(8)
(4)
(2)
(2)

A4-A8

Arm right. Set and turn single.
Arm left. Set and turn single.
Couple I back a double and forward.
Couples 1 and 2 slip and change, couple 1 inside.
All turn single, cloverleaf.
Continue the figure to the end of progression.

Footnotes
[1] See the first paragraph of "Playford Revisited: The Gun, or, The Valiant Captain" in the
December 1989 issue of the CDS Newsletter.

[2] In a set with three, five, or any odd number of couples, couple 1 must stop when they reach
the bottom of the set (proper), since if they started the next round, they would become improper
with no couple below to dance with.
[3] The back a double should be done on a slight diagonal down the set, then forward again on a
slant, so as to "fall" into second place naturally.

[4] That is, each person turns in the direction in which he or she was already going.

Finally, there's dancing itself. Our two special
events so far, the Kickoff Dance and the Holi
day Party, have attracted record crowds. The
Anniversary Ball promises to be the most
elegant English-American dance ever.

The President's Comer
I don't want this column to wallow too heavily
in the serious topics that most consume me and
the Board--our need for a permanent dance
space and the 75th Anniversary Fund, which
will go a long way toward assuring that we can
afford one. By the time this Newsletter reaches
you, or soon after, each CDS member will
receive a request to support our effort. So rIllet
that mailing carry its urgent message.
Our 75th Anniversary is full of celebration, and
it's worth savoring the pure joy of it. CDS is an
offshoot of the original "folk revival," set in
motion around the turn of the century by the
Englishman, Cecil Sharp, who was our spiritual
founder. The goals he defined in 1915 were to
recapture the vitality of our heritage, to keep in
touch with eternal verities, to save them from
oblivion, to celebrate the dance. It's hard to say
whether Cecil Sharp dared anticipate the energy
of the folk dance scene today. But I think he
would take deep satisfaction in it.
Dance groups all across America are joining in
this celebration, with our national organization,
The Country Dance and Song Society, acting as
a clearinghouse. One project in which we're
taking part is the Anniversary quilt, formed
from squares submitted by dozens of groups.
Sandy Borden has persuaded National to loan us
the qUilt to display in Boston at the CDS Anni
versary Ball on March 17.
If you're traveling during 1990, touch base with
either the CDS or CDSS offices. We'll let you
know about special events planned throughout
the country.
Meanwhile here at home, Rich Jackson and
Naomi Cameron have published a CDS history
to remind us how it all began. We have also
committed ourselves to some in1ponant scholar
ship to expand the literature of the dance during
this celebration. Rich and George Fogg have
edited the Neal Collection, an 18th-century
dance book that has been available only in rare
original editions. It contains such Boston Centre
favorites as "Knives and Forks."

The reason for this Anniversary is to grow as a
community and as dancers. It is ajoy.
--Gordon Talley

English-Scottish Party!
Mark your calendar (if the Newsletter arrives in
time for you to do so) for an English-Scottish
Dance Party on Saturday, February 3, 1990,
from 8:00-11:00 P.M. At the Masonic Hall at
1950 Massachusetts Avenue, Porter Square,
Cambridge.
Sponsored by the Royal Scottish Country Dance
Society (RSCDS), the English-Scottish Dance
Party offers a friendly mix of English and Scot
tish country dance--a taste of things to come at
this year's English-Scottish Session at
Pinewoods. Proceeds are donated to Pinewoods
Camp, Inc.

Scottish Step and Highland Workshops
On March 10 and 11, 1990, there will be a
series of workshops in Scottish Step and High
land Dancing, featuring teachers from Scotland
and the West Coast (U.S.). Registration will be
required for the entire weekend package, but
classes will be offered at different levels as well
as in different styles of dancing. For an applica
tion form or further information, or both, con
tact
Robert MeOwen
146 Washington Street
Arlington, MA 02174
[(617) 648-3955]

Merrily Ring the Luncheon Bell
Now is the time for all good dancers to come to
the aid of their Food Booth.
The annual CDS Food Booth at the New
England Folk Festival has been running since
the '50s, providing sustenance for thousands
and making a solid contribution toward subsi
dizing the Boston Centre's ongoing dance acti
vities.
This year, the Food Booth will have a different
chair for each day of NEFFA. The Festival runs
Apri120, 21, and 22. If you'd like to help, either
by coordinating a day or by cooking, serving, or
setting up, please give a call to Gordon Talley
(617) 497-7490.

COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY, BOSTON CENTRE, INC.
EVENTS OF INTEREST TO OUR MEMBERSHIP
BOSTON CENTRE PROGRAMS:
TUESDA Y NEW ENGLAND SQUARE AND CONTRA DANCE SERIES, St. John's United
Methodist Church, 80 Mount Auburn St, Watertown. Sept 12 through June 12. Callers: 1st Tuesdays
Tony Saletan, 2nd Tuesdays - Ted Sannella, 3rd Tuesdays - Tony Parkes, 4th & 5th special programs and
guests. Contacts: Arthur Anger (H)899-8702, (W)253-7044 and Betsy Opitz (H)899-8702.
WEDNESDA Y ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE SERIES, St John's United Methodist Church, 80
Mount Auburn Street, 3 blocks from Watertown Sq., Sept. 13 - June 13. Program 8:00-11:00, attention to
basics 8:00-9:00, requests 10:15 - 11:00. Music by "Bare Necessitieslfand "Zealand." Party fonnats (lim
ited teaching) 2/14/ and 6/13. Contact Mary Stafford 782-7266.
WEDNESDA Y RITUAL CLASS, St John's United Methodist Church, 80 Mount Auburn St,
Watertown. 8:00 - 9:15. 2{l1 - 3/28 Massed morris led by Jan Elliot, music by Tom Kruskal; 4/4 - 5/2
Rapper, led by Chris Walker, music by Joe Bowbee:r; 5/9 - 6/6 Northwest morris, led by Kathy Henson,
music by Cynthia Whear. Contact Deb Small evenings 628-0071.
"FIRST" FRIDAY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING, First Fridays through June. Dances will
be taught with the expectation that the dancers have a thorough familiarity of basic English Country
Dance figures. Various leaders and musicians. Church of Our Saviour, Monmouth St, Brookline. 8:00
11 :00. Contact Mary Stafford 782-7266.
BOSTON CENTRE'S 75 ANNIVERSARY BALL, Saturday March 17, English and American danc
ing. Annenian Cultural and Education Center, Watertown. Advance registration. Contact Sandy Borden
(617) 878-4446 evenings.
BOSTON PLA YFORD BALL, Saturday, May 12. Contact Mary Stafford (617) 782-7266 or Alex
Humez (617) 625-3069.
Boston Centre - Committee meetings, all are welcome (confinn meeting date, time, and place by calling
ahead):
Board of Directors, 3rd Wed., 6:00, office 1950 Mass Ave. (354-1340)
American Dance Committee, 2nd Tues., 6:00, Cafe Rose. Watertown (899-8702)
•
English Dance Committee 2nd Wed., 6:30, BYO, @Alex Humez, 151 Elm St., SomelVille
(625-3069)
FRIENDS OF CDS BOSTON CENTRE, EVENTS:
ARLINGTON, MA - Roaring Jelly, 3rd Fridays, Susan Elberger, St John's
Episcopal Church, 74 Pleasant St, 8:00,894-4464.
BARNSTABLE, Cape Cod - English Country Dance, 2nd & 4th Fridays, Barnstable Unitarian
Church, (508) 362-9570.
BRATTLEBORO, VT - English Country Dance, 3/17 - Brad Foster; 4/21 Helene Cornelius; 5/19
Christine Helwig; 8:00-11 :00, Center Congregational Church, 193 Main St, (802) 254-6662.
BROOKLINE, MA - ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE PARTY, Robin Rogers-Browne and Brad
Sayler, music by Karen Axelrod, Pat MacPherson and friends. 3rd Fri., Sept. through May (no dance in
April). Church of Our Saviour, Monmouth and Carlton St. 8:00-11 :00. Contacts: Robin (508) 897-8629
and Brad (508) 475-0791.
BOWDOINHAM,ME, - English Country Cance, Merrymeeting Musical Menagerie, 4th Sundays
(April 5th Sun), 7:00 - 10:00, Bowdoinham Town Hall, School St, (3/25, Fundraiser, George Fogg),
(207) 666-3090 evenings.
CAMBRIDGE, MA - Dance Musicians Development Fund benefit, many types of dancing, hambo
contest, etc - March 31 ,noon to midnight, Church of the Immaculate Conception, 491-6083
CAMBRIDGE, MA - ENGLISH-SCOTTISH DANCE PARTY, February 3,8:00, Masonic Hall, 1950
Mass Ave. Contact Christine Anderson 847-9386 (day), 934-0345 (evening).
CAMBRIDGE, MA - RSCDS, Boston Branch, Scottish Country Dance, Mon., YWCA, 7 Temple
St., wann-up 8:15, beginners and experienced classes 8:30-9:45, social dancing for all 10:00-11:00. Con
tact Edmund Thompson (508) 977-9500 X200 (day) or (617) 272-8621 (evening).
CONCORD, MA - NEFFA/FAC Family Dances age 5 and up, 1st Sundays, 2/4 Folk Dances,
w/Judith & Marcie Van Cleave, 3/4 NE Squares and Contras w/Jacob Bloom. Concord Scout House 2:00
Pm,491-6084.
EAST DERRY, NH - English Country Dance,Led by Brad Sayler, music Derry
Aire, 3rd Sundays, 7;00 - 10:00, 11/19 Colonial Ball, (603) 432-8558.

GUILDERLAND, NY, 3rd Dance Festival, 2/24, 2/25, Famsworh Middle School, (518) 438-3035.
HARTFORD (WETHERSFIELD) - Wethersfield Grange, 136 Main St. 1st and 2nd Fridays Contras,
3rd Fridays Clogging/Cajan/Southern Squares, 4th Fridays English Country. For more info, contact Jim

(203) 236-4445.
KINGSTON, RI - ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE. Mitch Robbins, leader, Kingston Free Library,
Route 138 at URI enterance, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 4:00-6:30, 364-9964.
LINCOLN, MA - FAMILY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE led by Rich Jackson, with coop baby
sitting, 2nd Sat, 5:30 pot luck and dance for all, 7;00 adult dancing, Stone Church across from town hall,
(508) 443-8940.
LOWELL, MA - Lowell Folk Festival. July 27-29, 1990.
NATICK, MA - 46th NEFFA festival, Natick High School, Friday April 20 through Sunday Apri122,
354-1340.
NEWTON, MA - 1st Sat. contra dances through June, Kate Oesterheld and Uncommon Fare, 1st
Unitarian Society, 1326 Washington St, 8:00,965-2180.
NEW YORK - COUNTRY DANCE, NEW YORK CD*NY, Metropolitan Duane Church, 201 W
13th St. at Seventh Ave. (212) 459-4080
- Sat. through 6/3, 8:00 10:45, American Contras & Squares
- Tues through 5/30, English Country, 7:45 - style, 8:30 - 10:00 dance
- Experienced Fridays 8 :00 - 10:45
ENGLISH 4/7, 5/12~ AMERICAN 4/14,5/19
- American Dance Weekend at Hudson Guild 3/9-3/11
- Playford Ball, 4/7. Contact April Sponaugle (718) 636-9464.
NOVA SCOTIA, 35 annual family Dance camp, Aug 18 -26, folk, ballroom. Scottish, Square (914)
941-7358.
PHILADELPHIA, PA - 1st Saturday dances starting 1/6, Summit Presbyterian Church, (215)
247-5993.
PROVIDENCE, RI - Contra and Squares, 2/17 Ted Sannella, 3/17 Dan Pearl, 4/14 Tony Parkes, 5/19
Bridget Edwards, 6/16 Mary Desrosiers, St Martin's Church, 50 Orchard Ave. 8 :00 - 11 :00; Contact
Dale (508) 636-8168.
SOUTHBORO, MA - Framingham Folk Dancers, International Folk Dancing, Fayville Village
Hall, Central & Grove Sts. 8:00-10:30, (508) 872-4110.
WASHINGTON, DC, Smithsonian, Legacy of Cecil Sharp: Country Dance and Song in America,
4/20 - 5/6, weekend performances, contact CDSS (413) 584-9913.
WHITE PLAINS, NY, Christine Helwig & Fried Helman, Thursday dances, Specials: 11/24,
12/14, Church in the Highlands. New Year's Eve, 3/17-Spring Ball, at St John's, in Larchmont. (212)
881-2930, (914) 834-4672, (914) 834-9350. FESTIVAL 75 a day long event being planned for 6/2/90.
WORCESTER, MA - INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCERS, Thursday, 7:30 - 9:30, All Saints
Episcopal, Irving S1. at Pleasant. Contact Belly Hoskins, (508) 791-7434.
All calendar submissions must be in writing and received by Harvey Cohen, 54 Elda Rd, Framingham
Ma 01701 on or before March 15, 1990.

April in New York
With any luck, the New York Playford Ball
won't conflict with anything more pressing than
doing your laundry or washing the kitchen floor
(which you would be crazy not to do some other
time if it came to that). April 7, 1990 is the date
to mark on your calendar.
Other useful information:
• Christine Helwig and Beverly Francis will
lead the evening dances.
• Margaret Ann Martin, Barbara Greenberg,
and Ellen Delahanty will provide the music.
• The evening program will offer the following
dances: Abson's Saraband, The Boatnlan,
Bury Fair, Chelsea Reach, Dargason, Hamb
leton's Round 0, The Health, Heartsease, The
Hole in the Wall, Jacob Hull's Jig, King of
Poland, Lord Carnarvon's Jig, The Maid in
the Moon, Mr. Isaac's Maggot, Mundesse,
Never Love Thee More, Orleans Baffled,
Portsmouth, The Queen's Jig, Red-House, St.
Margaret's Hill, Shrewsbury Lasses, The
Siege of Limerick, Slaughter House, A Trip
to Kilburn.
• There will be a walk-through of the dances
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.nl. At the Lincoln Center
Community Center (250 West 65th Street--at
West End Avenue--NY).
• The evening dance begins at 8:00 pLnl. At the
Lincoln Center Community Center and glides
until midnight.
• The registrar for this by-reservation-only
event is

Margherita Davis
29 West 64th Street
Apt. 2C
NY, NY 10023

.... - - - - -

_

----- - - - - 

And Last But By No Means Not Least:
Boston Playford Plans

Mark May 12, 1990 on your calendars now-
this one will be on the final exam--for the Tenth
Annual CDS Playford Ball.
Displaced from its customary spot between the
proverbial New England lion and lamb by this
year's once-in-a-lifetime CDS 75th Anniversary
Ball, the Boston Playford Ball (tanned and well
rested after a week in the Bahamas) is rolling
into high gear.

The details of program, personnel, and location
are as yet closely guarded secrets, which will be
revealed in a first-class mailing to you in early
March.
If you can't wait that long to open your presents,
you can call Mary Stafford (617) 782-7266 or
Alex Humez (617) 625-3069.

A Call for Applications for the Bolles
Scholarship
The Endowment Committee of the Country
Dance Society, Boston Centre, acts as trustee of
the Bolles Memorial Fund, established in 1941
in memory of Dorothy Bolles, a dedicated
teacher and long-time member of the Boston
Centre. The income of the fund is to be used to
provide partial or full scholarships to allow
potential music and dance leaders desiring to
enlarge their knowledge and experience to
attend a dance week run by the Country Dance
and Song Society at Pinewoods Camp.
The Boston Centre is now soliciting applications
for this summer's Bolles Scholarships. Applica
tions should include a history of the applicant's
involvement with English or American dance, a
designation of the dance week that the applicant
would like to attend, a statement of the appli
cant's objectives in attending the week and the
benefits he or she would expect to bring back to
his or her dance comn1unity, and a statement of
the arnount of SUppOlt the applicant would
require in order to be able to attend the week.
Applicants are not restricted to the Boston or
New England areas. However, preference will
be given to those with a history of involvement
with one or more Centers or Associates of the
Country Dance and Song Society.
The Endowment Committee also welcomes
members' suggestions as to persons who might
benefit from the Bolles Scholarship. Pass the
word along, and we'll be sure that promising
candidates hear of this opportunity.
Letters of application must be received no later
than April 1, 1990. Please send to

Endowment Committee,
Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
c/o Jan Elliott
11 Park St, #5
Brookline, MA 02146

In the Best of All Possible Worlds
... you could be in two great places at once (first
man and second woman in Joy Ajier Sorrow, for
example). You already know about one of the
great places to be on March 17, 1990 (nanlely,
the Armenian Cultural and Education Center for
the CDS 75th Anniversary Ball). The other is St.
John's Episcopal Church in Larchmont, NY for
a Celebration of Spring led by Christine Helwig
and Fried Herman to the music of Musical
Cheers.
The event includes a walk-through from 3:00 to
5:30 p.m., followed by a catered dinner and an
evening of wonderful dances (Amarillis, Bar a
Bar, Bartlett House, The Boatman, Bishop of
Bangor, Bury Fair, Chelsea Reach, Fireflies,
Grimstock, Health to All Honest Men, Leah's
Waltz, Mr. Beveridge's Maggot, Mr. Isacc' s
Maggot, Mulberry Garden, Orleans Baffled,
Red House, Rosamond's Pond, Sadler's Wells,
Slof Galliard, Spring Garden, St. Margaret's
Hill, Trip to Paris, Unrequited Love, Up With
Aily).
For details, contact Gladys Cerrina (914)
698-6279 or Bea Huppert (201) 768-9542.

Thanks
To Christine Anderson, Sandy Borden, Harvey
Cohen, Jan Elliott, George Fogg, Arthur Fergu
son, David Harrison, Bertha Hatvary, Christine
Helwig, Jean Humez, Herb Jacobs, Rich
Jackson, Mary Lea, Daniel Rosen, Deb Small,
Mary Stafford, Gordon Talley, Francis Worrell,
and the ranks of Harrison's Irregulars without
whose labor you would not be reading this.

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
1950 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140
Telephone: (617) 354-1340
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FORWARDING AND ADDRESS
CORRECTION REQUESTED

The Vernal Equinox
And the usual couple of days of grace to grow
on: March 25, 1990 is the day by which to send
your contribution to the next issue of the CDS
Newsletter, care of
Alex Humez
151 Elm Street
Somerville, MA 02144
lest the longsword dancers turn the lights back
off and extend winter's contract for another
couple of months.

Thanks with Silver Groat Clusters
To David Harrison for assuming the role of
CDS Mailing Chair, which is actually a euphe
mism for Person Responsible For Getting
Everything That CDS Sends You Collated,
Folded, Stapled, Labeled, Stamped, Bagged,
Lugged To The US Postal Service And Into
Your Hands (There Being 500+ Of You).
And to Daniel Rosen, who not only wrote a
really neat article but got it in on time as well
without any nagging.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Boston, MA
02139
Pern1it #58340

Put on Your Cardigan

qDft'
:Boston
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May, 1990
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The Best-Kept Secret
• Nijinsky was right-footed and left-brain dom
inant.
• Nijinsky was left-footed and right-brain dom
inant.
• You can apply right now for one of the few
places left for the English-Scottish Session at
Pinewoods this summer and have the time of
your bipedal life, regardless of your (or Nijin
sky's) footedness.
Choosing the last of these options and commu
nicating your choice to Lisa Greenleaf (508)
779-6077 not only gets you an A on the exam
but (if you call soon enough) a wonderful week
of eclectic dancing and friend-making into the
bargain. Vote with your feet. How can you lose?

~ .Ineluctable Modality of the Visible

..........v

,~

At least that if no more, thought through my
eyes. Signatures of all things I am here to read
...until July 25, 1990 if you please, the day by
which to send your palpable contribution to the
next issue of the CDS Newsletter, care of

Alex Humez
151 Elm Street
Somerville, MA 02144
after which it's no I said no I won't no.

Marty Markham, long-time chair of the
CDS/Appalachian Mountain Club Cardigan
Weekend, suffered a heart attack this winter.
He's doing well, but unfortunately cannot con
tinue his fine work with the weekend. Clay Wil
cox and George Fogg have volunteered to step
into the breech and are planning this year's
program, September 14-16, 1990.
Cardigan is unique among CDS residential
dance programs, not the least because of its
location, at the AMC Cardigan Lodge in Alex
andria, New Hampshire, in the Newfound Lake
region. The place provides for plenty of outdoor
activity, including a hike up Mt. Cardigan coor
dinated by the AMC. There is traditionally a
songfest in the Boot Room late every night. And
of course, there's English and American danc
ing workshops overseen by CDS. Evening
dance parties alternate English and American
styles. We also hope to provide an opportunity
for international folk dancing.
Cardigan is an excellent weekend for beginners.
Many CDS old-timers attend, yet the AMC
crowd means that all skill levels are represented.
The group is more intimate than the Pinewoods
weekends--generally 50 to 60 dancers.
George Fogg will coordinate dancing and call
English Country dances. The American caller is
George Hodgson. Musicians are Ellen Mandigo,
Roger Pinard, and Andy Riffin. Fees include all
meals, prepared in hearty AMC hiker style.
Sleeping accommodations are in the AMC lodge
dormitories.
For further details, see the enclosed flier.

Aha!

At the last CDS Board meeting, Arthur Fergu
son submitted an exceedingly encouraging
membership report. In April, CDS surpassed our
1989 record of 700 members. And we reached
that number a month earlier than last year. Con
sistently this season we have run about 50 mem
bers ahead of the previous year's figures.
Outreach to new dancers was a major goal of
the 75th Anniversary celebration. I'm happy to
see us so successful.
New members are the lifeblood of the organiza
tion, as I'm sure the old hands will agree. In the
first place, we live in a nomad society.
Dedicated dancers move away from the Boston
area all the time. They have to be replaced. But
even more important, there's more work to be
done for CDS than a small core of experienced
dancers, no matter how enthusiastic, can do.
This year's new board members, for example,
include several who have danced less than four
years in Boston. (And I've only danced-
anywhere--for five!)
Having lots of new members poses a challenge
that gets right to the heart of CDS. As an organi
zation, we're committed to teaching dancing
and improving style. The steps from beginner to
intermediate to experienced dancer are plateaus
we recognize. It's our mission to make certain
that new members continue to grow.
I remember the beginning of my second year.
Rich Jackson asked me how I was doing, and I
had to confess that dancing was becoming pretty
frustrating. The figures were less confusing, but
my dancing wasn't as satisfying as I'd remem
bered from my first year. Then, every dance I
actually got through without circling left when
everyone else was circling right was a thrilling
accomplishment. But now, though I was con
centrating as hard as ever, I knew I wasn't danc
ing well.
It was mid year before Helen Davenport, a
dancer from Connecticut, accidentally broke my
particular logjam. "Some dancers dance with
their heads," she said. "And some dance with
their feet. I dance with my feet. "

During the next couple of months the CDS
English and American committees will be plan
ning next season's activities. Foremost in their
minds is providing for the wealth of new
dancers we have among us. Talk with them (see
below) about your experience: how you grew or
where you think you need help. Give sug
gestions on what to do: special workshops, new
formats. Better yet, volunteer to help run the
show by joining one of the committees:
The New England Dance Committee--Art
Anger and Betsy Optiz, chairs, Katy Burns,
Abby Dean, Betsy Handley, Irene Howard, and
Karen Mueller. Ted Sannella, artistic advisor.
The English Dance Committee--Mary Stafford,
chair, Alex Humez, Charity Stafford, Clay Wil
cox, and Deb Small, ritual coordinator. Helene
Cornelius, artistic advisor.
--Gordon Talley
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SUInrner Jobs, 1990

------..

Come spend a summer working, dancing, and
swimming at Pinewoods Camp. For those of
you new to Pinewoods, it is a traditional dance
and music camp near Plymouth, Mass. For
adults and families. The camp is on a beautiful
forested site between two freshwater ponds. The
camp season includes four sessions sponsored
by the Boston Centre.
Crew members live at camp and work from
early June through Labor Day. They have some
opportunities to participate in the programs.
Positions available: Head cook, cooks, cook
assistants, kitchen clean-up crew, and grounds
crew. Applicants to volunteer are also welcome.
For details, write to
Susannah Dianiondstone, Manager

Pinewoods Camp, Inc.
P.O. Box 1379
East Arlington, MA 02174

COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY, BOSTON CENTRE, INC.
EVENTS OF INTEREST TO OUR MEMBERSHIP
BOSTON CENTRE PROGRAMS:
TUESDAY NEW ENGLAND SQUARE AND CONTRA DANCE SERIES, St. John's United Meth
odist Church, 80 Mount Auburn St, Watertown. Sept 12 through June 12. Callers: 1st Tuesdays - Tony
Saletan, 2nd Tuesdays - Ted Sannella, 3rd Tuesdays - Tony Parkes, 4th & 5th special programs and
guests. Contacts: Arthur Anger (H)899-8702, (W)253-7044 and Betsy Opitz (H)899-8702.
WEDNESDAY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE SERIES, St John's United Methodist Church, 80
Mount Auburn Street, 3 blocks from Watertown Sq., Sept. 13 - June 13. Program 8:00-11:00, attention to
basics 8:00-9:00, requests 10:15 - 11:00. Music by "gare Necessities"and "Zealand." Party formats (limited
teaching) 2/14/ and 6/13. Contact Mary Stafford 782-7266.
WEDNESDAY RITUAL CLASS, St John's United Methodist Church, 80 Mount Auburn St, Water
town. 8:00 - 9:15. 5/9 - 6/6 Northwest morris, led by Kathy Henson, music by Cynthia Whear. Contact
Deb Small evenings 628-0071.
"~RST' FRIDAY .ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING, First F~~days through June: Dances will be
taught WIth the ex~ctation that the dancers have a thorough faffilhanty of baSIC Enghsh Country Dance
figures. Various leaders and musicians. Church of Our SavlOur, Monmouth St, BrooKline. 8:00 - 11 :00.
Contact Mary Stafford 782-7266.
BOSTON PLAYFORD BALL, Saturday, May 12. Contact Mary Stafford (617) 782-7266 or Alex Humez
(617) 625-3069.
Boston Centre - Committee meetings, all are welcome (confirm meeting date, time, and place by calling
ahead):
•
Board of Directors, 3rd Wed., 6:00, office 1950 Mass Ave. (354-1340)
•
American Dance Committee, 2nd Tues., 6:00, Cafe Rose, Watertown (899-8702)
•
English Dance Committee 2nd Wed., 6:30, BYO, @Alex Humez, 151 Elm St., Somerville (625-3069)
RESIDENTIAL EVENTS:
PINEWOODS:
First Weekend, Fri 6/15- Sun 6/17, contact Susan Rosen 965-0542
July 4th, Thurs 6/28 - Mon 7/2, contact Deb Small 628-0071
English Scottish session, Mon 7/2 - Fri 7/6, contact Lisa Greenleaf
(508) 799-6077
Labor Day, Sat 9/1 - Tue 9/4, Contact Jim Moss 965-5045
FRIENDS OF CDS BOSTON CENTRE, EVENTS:
ANDOVER, NJ - Hudson Guild Farm weekend, leaders, Christine Helwig, Fried
Herman, Scott Higgs, and Liz Snowden. 11/2-11/4. Contact Peggy Joplin, 13 N
Orchard Terr, Sparta, NJ 07871.
ARLINGTON, MA - Roaring Jelly, 3rd Fridays, Susan Elberger, St John's
Episcopal Church, 74 Pleasant St, 8:00, 894-4464.
AUBURN, ME, Jack Janssen w /Yankee Exchange, June 8, 8:30 - midnight,
Unitarian Church, Elm and Pleasant St, on Rte 121 contact church (207) 783-0461.
BARNSTABLE, Cape Cod - English Country Dance, 2nd & 4th Fridays, Barnstable Unitarian
Church, (508) 362-9570.
BOSTON, MA, Mandala's 1991 schedule at John Hancock Hall, 3/15-3/17, 1991.
BOWOOINHAM,ME, - English Country Cance, Merrymeeting Musical Menagerie, 4th Sundays, 7:00 
10:00, Bowdoinham CommunIty Hall, School St. Contact Cindy (207) 666-3090 evenings.
BROOKLINE, MA - ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE PARTY, Robin Rogers-Browne and Brad
Sayler, music by Karen Axelrod, Pat MacPherson and friends. 3rd Fri., Sept. through May (no dance in
April). Church of Our Saviour, Monmouth and Carlton St. 8:00-11:00. Contacts: Robin (508) 897-8629 and
Brad (508) 475-0791.
CAMBRIDGE, MA - RSCDS, Boston Branch, Scottish Country Dance, Mon., YWCA, 7 Temple St.,
warm-up 8:15, beginners and experienced classes 8:30-9:45, social dancing for all 10:00-11:00. Contact
Edmund Thompson (508) 977-9500 )(200 (day) or (617) 272-8621 (evening).
DURHAM, NH, Great Bay Festival of traditional music, dance, storytelling
and folk arts. Univ of New Hampshire, August 18,19. (603) 332-8474.

Playford Revisited: Petticoat Wag
by Francis Worrell

f~1 r pari; 43· I; ;Sf' ir Pm' Ic:ErCtlTjC PC ~Ir;rrr ;bl~ PI"' I
t~ r ~q'lr: ~r IJ H:trlr poonF" r PIt" t ~Inlepqrr 'II
Lad up forwards and Mck, tufne back t~
back, faces againe ~ AU that againe:..l-

First man erOlle and goe behind the 2. Woo the first Woo going
behind the second man, pttp twic~ at each oth('r, fan into the 2..
place on your owne side":- Doe thus to the last the r~t following
in order.

Sides all, and as before...:... That againe...L

Fint Cu. Creel(' betw«n the 2. faU into the 2. place, erOllt! againe
2.. place on your owne side":"" Do thus to the lut,
the rest following in order ....:....

A rm~ aJt as before ..::.... That againe ..L.

The two ~r'St men tak(' both hands., change places, the We. as
much, ~t and turne S. ..:.. Doe thus to the last, the rC'St following.

fall into t.hc

Petticoat Wag is dance #68 in the first edition of Playford. It is one of a group of dances desig
nated in Playford as "Longways for as many as will," consisting of three parts, which are intro
duced by doubles, sides, and anns, respectively, all of which are progressive. Unlike the
common duple minor longways, the progression starts with only the fIrst couple dancing with the
second. As this couple progress down the set, more and more couples get involved until all are
dancing as in a duple minor set. Each couple dance the full length of the set both ways. As each
couple reach their starting place, they stop dancing, and the dance winds down in reverse order to
the start. For convenience, I will refer to this progression as the Essex Progression l ,
The fIgures in this dance are simple and familiar, except for an unusual fIgure that appears in
each introduction where normally one would expect to set and tum single. Margaret Dean-Smith
says that "the dance belongs to the comparatively rare, and possibly older type of mimetic game
[in which] the dancers engaged in such actions as 'peeping,' 'winding,' 'weeping into their
hands.' A peeping figure appears in the first part of this dance. This figure and the "turne back
to back" fIgure are flirtatious.
II

Playford's instructions, reproduced from the Mellor edition, are mostly quite clear, and the music
and figures fit well together. Two figures, however, need explanation. In the first introduction,
"tume back to back, faces again" certainly does not mean the usual back to back figure, which
seldom appears in the First Edition3• My interpretation is that the man and woman should each
tum a half tum, approaching, so as to end with their backs to each other (chance for flirtation
here), then tum back to place. Our dancers have found that the easiest way to execute the fIgure
is to tum clockwise, starting with the left foot The beginning of the B section of the second fig
ure, as described by Playford, would need only four of the available eight bars of music. I have
therefore inserted a double back and forward, which fits well into Playford's figure and makes a
nice intermezzo between repetitions of the figure.
Instructions for the dance follow in modern notation. Numbers in parentheses are numbers of
bars for the fIgure. Superscript numbers are footnotes. Unlike A Health to Betty, this dance can
be done with any number of couples, the main restriction being the length of time required to go
through the Essex progression three times. I have usually done this with three couples, but one
group expressed a preference for four-couple sets because "it gives us more dancing."

PART 1

Al

(4)
(2)
(2)

A2

(8)

Bl

(4)
(1)
(1)

(2)

All up a double and back.
Couples 1 and 2 meet, turning half around clockwise as they approach, ending
back to back.
Couples 1 and 2 back to place, turning clockwise. (A shorthand for this figure is
"backs and faces. ")
All that again.
Couple 1 cross and go behind comers. In crossing, overshoot and loop back to
use up the available music.
Couple 1 peek at partner (man right, woman left),
Couple 1 peek at partner (man left, woman right).
Couple 2 lead up while couple 1 change places with a two-hand tum half way.
Continue the figure to the end of the progression4 •

B2-B6
PART 2

Al
A2
Bl

(4)
(4)
(4)
(4)
(4)

All side, right shoulder.
Backs and faces, as in Part 1.
All side, left shoulder.
Backs and faces.
Couples 1 and 2 go back a double and forward.

(2)

Couple 1 cross to corner's place (second position, improper) while couple 2 cast
up to first place.

(2)

Couple 1 change places with a two-hand tum half way.

B2-B6

Continue the figure to the end of the progression.

PART 3

Al
A2
Bl

B2-B6

(4)
(4)
(4)
(4)

Backs and faces.

(2)

Man 1 and Man 2 change places, giving two hands.

(2)

Woman 1 and woman 2, the same.

(4)

Couples 1 and 2 set and tum single.

Arm right.
Backs and faces.
Arm left.

Continue the figure to the end of progression.

Footnotes
[1] See the first paragraph of "Playford Revisited: The Gun, or, The Valiant Captain" in the
December 1989 issue of the CDS Newsletter.
[2] In the music shown above, which is from the Mellor edition, I have eliminated ties in three
places. These ties appear in the fIrst and third editions of Playford but have been dropped in the
fourth edition. I feel that their elimination makes the music and the figures match better.
[3] Interestingly, this same fIgure appears in dance #67 in Playford, Cuckolds All a Row. I am
indebted to Pat Talbot for her interpretation of this unusual fIgure in that dance, which I have
followed.
[4] Essex Progression. For three couples, six repetitions of the B music is required.

EAST DERRY, NH - English Country Dance,Led by Brad Sayler, music Derry
Aire,3rd Sundays, 7;00 -10:00,11/19 Colonial Ball, (603) 432-8558.
HARTFORD (WETHERSFIELD) - Wethersfield Grange, 136 Main St. 1st and 2nd Fridays Contras, 3rd
Fridays Clogging/Cajan/Southem Squares, 4th Fridays English Country. For more info, contact Jim
(203) 236-4445.
KINGSTON, RI - ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE. Mitch Robbins, leader, Kingston Free Library, Route
138 at URI enterance, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 4:00-6:30, 364-9964.
LINCOLN, MA - FAMILY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE led by Rich Jackson, with coop baby sitting,
2nd Sat through June 9, 5:30 pot luck and dance for all, 7;00 adult dancing, Stone Church across from
town hall, (508) 443-8940.
LOWELL, MA - Lowell Folk Festival, July 27-29, 1990.
NEWPORT RI, Vintage Dance Week, August 20-25, Hannah (617) 648-0840.
NEWTON, MA -1st Sat. contra dances through June, Kate Oesterheld and Uncommon Fare, 1st Uni
tarian Society, 1326 Washington St, 8:00, 965-2180.
NEW YORK - COUNTRY DANCE, NEW YORK CD*NY, Metropolitan Duane Church, 201 W 13th
St. at Seventh Ave. (212) 459-4080
- Sat. through 6/3, 8:00 -10:45, American Contras & Squares
- Tues through 5/30, English Country, 7:45 - style, 8:36 -10:00
dance
- Experienced Fridays 8:00 -10:45
ENGLISH 4/7,5/12; AMERICAN 4/14,5/1
NEW YORK CI1Y, Day long CD*NY CDSS 75 anniversary, 11:00 AM - Midnight,
NYU in the village and High School for the Humanities, Sat June 2, (212) 459-4080.
NOVA SCOTIA, 35 annual family Dance camp, Aug 18 -26, folk, ballroom, Scottish, Square (914)
941-7358.
OLD WETHERSFIELD, CONN, Vintage Dance Society, Weekend Dance Workshop led
Richard Powers, June 8-10, 1990, advance registration only, (203) 286-9191.
PHILADELPHIA, P A - 1st Saturday dances, Summit Presbyterian Church, (215) 247-5993.
PLIMOTH PLANTATION, Visitor Center, Plymouth, MA. George Fogg w /Me~eeting Musical
Menagerie, Sat July 14, 8:00 PM St Swithin's Dance; Sat October 27,8:00 PM A.11 Hallow s Eve Dance, Cre
ative dress encouraged! Contact (508) 746-1622 ext 377.
PROVIDENCE, RI - Contra and ?quares, 5/19 Bridget Edwards, 6/16 Mary Desrosiers, St Martin's
Church, 50 Orchard Ave. 8:00 -11:00; Contact Dale (508) 636-8168.
SANDY HOOK, CT - NOMAD 90, 10/20, 10/21, Newtown High School, (203) 372
8632.
SOUTHBORO, MA - Framingham Folk Dancers, International Folk Dancing, Fayville Village
Hall, Central & Grove Sts. 8:00-10:30, (508) 872-4110.
WHITE PLAINS, NY, Christine Helwig & Fried Herman, Thursday dances, Church in the High
lands. (212) 881-2930, (914) 834-4672, (914) 834-9350. FESTIVAL 75 a day long event being planned for
6/2/90.
WORCESTER, MA - INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCERS, Thursday, 7:30 - 9:30, All Saints EpiS
copal, Irving St. at Pleasant. Contact Betty Hoskins, (508) 791-7434.
All calendar submissions must be in writing and received by Harvey Cohen, 54 Elda Rd, Framingham
Ma 01701 on or before July 15, 1990.

How to Make Your Gifts Go Twice as
Far
Because of its many educational activities,
grants, and scholarships, CDS is a nonprofit,
charitable organization. And this in turn means
that CDS is eligible for matching gifts from
many corporations. In the past year CDS mem
bers Harvey Cohen, Bill Cronin, Harold Henry,
Joe Kynoch, and Michael Resnick have made
sure that their employer, Digital Equipment
Corporation, knew of their gifts to CDS. The
DEC match effectively doubled their generosity.

Toy, His Dream, His Rest
It's time to pass the editorial torch, folks. Come
the next edition of the CDS Newsletter I will
have completed two years of printing pretty
nluch whatever I pleased (and of not printing
pretty much whatever I didn't please) with only
my dubious sense of propriety as my guide.
My dubious sense of propriety tells me that two
years is probably about right for a term in this
particular office and that it is time for somebody
new to be the editor of the CDS Newsletter for a
while.
How come? Not because being the editor of the
Newsletter isn't fun any more: it is. And not
because being the editor of the Newsletter has
gotten to be too much work: it hasn't--in fact,
it's gotten to be less work each time out (and no
big deal at that). Rather, it's because I believe
that no individual should get to "own" the News
letter for too long: The First Amendment
doesn't make much sense if you only have one
person to whom you are at complete liberty to
listen.
CDS is a collective venture. It works because
different people take turns pumping their energy
and ideas into running the show, and this
includes editing the Newsletter. In this way,
entropy is confounded and CDS can remain in
perpetual motion instead of rusting out at the
rocker panels.
But enough of my personal blend of philosophy,
thermodynamics, and automotive naivete: Now
it's your turn.
If you'd like some details about the Newsletter
Editor's job description, go ask Alex (Humez).
If you're interested in taking the job, talk with

Gordon (Talley).

About 200 Massachusetts business participate in
a matching gifts program. Most match gifts dol
lar for dollar, for example, a $100 donation to
CDS would be matched by $100 from the
corporation, making a total of $200. Some
match at two-for-one, that is, a $100 gift would
become $300. The procedure varies but usually
requires you to pick up a form from the person
nel office, fill in the amount of your gift, and
forward it to CDS for verification. It's that
simple.
Both regular membership gifts (above the mem
bership fee) and gifts to the 75th Anniversary
Fund can be matched. If you don't know
whether your employer matches your gifts, ask
your personnel office or call Gordon Talley,
(617) 497-7490, who has a list of companies
that do.

Summerdance
Lost and Found
Lose a shoe, a sweater, an umbrella, a jacket,
or... well, who knows? If you lost your job or the
person to whom you promised the next dance
but then forgot to dance with when it was the
next dance, we can't help you. Sorry. If, on the
other hand, you misplaced that other glove--or
both gloves--you might check with the Lost and
Found at St. John's Church, 80 Mt. Auburn
St., Watertown, the next time you go to a Tues
day or Wednesday night dance and maybe
you'll be lucky and we can help you.
Otherwise, we empty the chest of forgotten
goods at the end of the season and give every
thing away, mitten clips, false promises, and all.

THE Playford Ball
The Tenth Annual Boston Playford Ball, of
course. If you missed it, eat your heart out. If
you didn't, savor the memory of it and thank the
following people for a great evening the next
time you see them: Karen Axelrod, Peter

Barnes, Sandy Borden, Helene Cornelius,
Barbara Finney, Earl Gaddis, Lisa Green
leaf, Nancy Hanssen, Alex Humez, Mary Le,
Jenny Mosley, Brad Sayler, Jacqueline
Schwab, Deb Small, Charity Stafford, Mary
Stafford, Maryanne Taylor, Marcie Van
Cleave, Clay Wilcox, and all who pitched in
anonymously to do those things that had been
left undone. Thank you thank you thank you.

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
1950 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140
Telephone: (617) 354-1340

Mark your calendar and reset your biological
clock: the Summerdance series is fast upon us
and is definitely not to be missed!
Thursday nights will offer contras and squares
by a variety of great callers, and the Wednesday
night series will include two evenings of swing
dance, three evenings of English country dance,
an English-Scottish evening, a Cajun dance, a
Zweifacher (or Zwiefacher) workshop (or both),
and an evening of waltzes and tangos.
Come and try something tried and true or some
thing new and adventurous (or both). Bring a
friend or (better) several friends: Summerdance
is for you!
Check out the enclosed fliers for details.

Service for Don Davis
A committal service will be held for Don Davis
at 2:00 p.m. on June 9, 1990 at the Walter
deForest Lot of the Rehoboth Village Cemetery
(Pine and Walker Streets). Don was an avid
dancer and a member of CDS, RSCDS, and
FAC until his retirement 5 years ago to the
Tampa, Florida area. He died suddenly on Janu
ary 5th of a massive cerebral hemorrhage. For
details about the service, call (617) 944-6432.

Thanks
To Harvey Cohen, George Fogg, Arthur Fergu
son, David Harrison, Irene Howard, Herb
Jacobs, Jim Moss, Mary Stafford, Gordon
Talley, Clay Wilcox, Francis Worrell, and the.
ranks of Harrison's Irregulars without whose
labor you would not be reading this.
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A Little List
(And Some Interesting NUIYlbers
If you danced every dance in our 40-week
1989-1990 Wednesday night English Country
Dance series, you would have danced 545 times.
Of those times, 234 would have been different
dances (the other 311 being repeats of one or
another of the different 234).
Of the different 234 dances, 90 appeared on the
program only once during the season, which
probably reflects both the amount of new mate
rial introduced as well as the large size of our
repertoire.
Of the statistical top ten repeats, two dances
appeared on the program eight times, and eight
dances appeared seven times. Go ahead: guess.
The envelope, please:
Eight times each: Beggar Boy and Smithy Hill.
Seven times each: Fandango, From Aberdeen,
Hudson Barn, Miss De Jersey's Memorial, Old
Mill, Round About Our Coal Fire, Siege ofLim
erick, Sun Assembly.
Several of these dances were published only
three years ago, but others are centuries old.
How many of last season's top ten do you
know? How many of last season's top ten do
you know well enough to guide a new dancer
through with at least a modicum of grace?
If the answer to either of these questions is
"fewer than ten, don't despair, for here are two
pieces of good news: (1) you're in good (numer
ous and friendly) company and (2) you'll
undoubtedly get to do these and many other
II

great dances during the 1990-1991 English
Country Dance season on Wednesday nights.
See you in September.
Chris Walker

In this 75th anniversary year of CDS, Boston
Centre, a number of quiet research projects have
uncovered valuable information about the for
mative years of the Society and some of the
activity that led to its inception. Rhett Krause
has been investigating the history of morris
dancing in America up to 1912, while James
Polk, Jim Brickwedde, and Ed Wilfert have
been following the 1913-1914 trail of Claud
Wright in New England. Doubtless others are
also researching the period--we'd like to hear
from them.
Research on the English revivers of morris,
sword, and country dancing on these shores
early in the century reveals the local first
movers, some of whom have practically been
lost to the Society. Mrs. Storrow's friend and
colleague in the dance moven1ent, Emma
Wright Gibbs (first president of the Boston
Branch of the English Folk Dance Society
(EFDS), that is to say, the Boston Centre) was
active in consolidating the teachings of Claud
Wright and Cecil Sharp; and George Pierce
Baker, the professor of Dramatics at Harvard
(and, later, Yale) was the one who brought
Claud Wright to New England and founded,
together with Mrs. Storrow, the American (or,
New York) branch of the EFDS.
Claud Wright was one of Cecil Sharp's morris
dancers, a beautiful dancer and an inspiring
, teacher (to judge from contemporary photo
graphs and accounts) who taught in 1913 at the
summer homes of Professor Baker (by Mt.
Chocorua, N.H.) and Mrs. Storrow (in Lincoln,
Mass.) and in 1914 both there and at the Mac
Dowell Memorial Festival in Peterborough,
N.H. and at the Sidney Lanier Camp in Eliot,
Maine. The Peterborough production, according
to the local newspapers, involved a suite of 14
English dances accompanying a "Puritan Play"
by one of Professor Baker's students--very
much the model for Cecil Sharp's visit within
the year. (Mr. Sharp's first American EFDS
Summer School was held just a mile down-river
from Lanier Camp in 1915.)
At the Lanier Camp, Mr. Wright left a dance
tradition especially suitable for teenage boys,
who continued with their morris and sword
dancing there for the next 25 years under the
guidance of Emn1a Gibbs, Kenneth Wheeler,
Louise Chapin, and Evelyn Wells.
Boston Centre already has a new account of the
dancing at Lanier Camp, together with back
ground material from the 1915 EFDS program.
New accounts of the 1914 events in
Peterborough will soon be added. If you have
further information, please contact us through
the CDS, Boston Centre office.
Ed Wilfert

The President's Corner

The last two Board meetings have been espe
cially exciting and provocative. We've been try
ing to clarify priorities for the coming year and
beyond, and the discussions have led to healthy
dissension, passionate debate, and just possibly
an inkling of consensus.
It all began when the Board prepared to review
the plans for this fall's programming. The
American Committee sailed through the proce
dure. Their success during out 75th Anniversary
season with both increased attendance and
financial stability received accolades from the
Board. The plans they presented for New
England dancing this year followed that prece
dent.

On the English side, several issues emerged,
however, that launched the Board into deep
thought. r d like to share one of them with you
as a way to keep the CDS membership in touch
with how the Board is working and thinking.

ble for expenditures, such details as the hiring of
callers and musicians should be handled directly
by the Board. Others thought that the Board's
role is to help determine broad policy that its
committees would be left relatively free to
expand into events and activities.
As usual, compromise and middle paths finally
began to make sense of the issues. The Board
voted, first, to affirm the right of standing com
mittees to create subcommittees. So the English
Committee's delegating some responsibility for
running the First Friday dance or the Playford
Ball, for example, is fine. But the Board also
voted to create a new Ritual Committee (that
reports to the Board directly instead of going
through the English Committee). While not lay
ing to rest forever the question of whether this is
a better way to control budgets or approve
artistic goals, it is clearly a better way to empha
size the importance of ritual dancing to the CDS
community.
Now the Board can tum back to our original
task: helping to establish goals and long-range
plans for the future.
G
ordon Talley

The ritual series for the past two or three years
has seen a decline in attendance. While dancers
have enjoyed the sessions--some avidly--fewer
and fewer have taken part. Deb Small, the
English Committee's ritual coordinator, identi
fied several reasons for the decrease in numbers,
chief among them the current strength of local
ritual teams, which make some CDS programs
unnecessary, and the difficulty many of us have
these days in making a commitment to a six or
eight-week evening class.
Deb came to the Board to plead the case for
rethinking the way in which the ritual series has
been run in the past. She specifically asked the
Board to address the question of whether to
authorize a subcommittee of the English Com
mittee or create a new standing committee to
handle the ritual program.
Discussion of this seemingly straightforward
question brought much difference of opinion
among the Board members to the surface:
shouldn't major programming be confirmed
through direct Board review? But shouldn't
committees have the right to create subcommit
tees to get the work done?
Several Board members were concerned that
those who administer specific programs should
meet with the Board to justify their plans. Oth
ers thought that the Board maintained sufficient
control by its power to approve budgets. Some
felt that, since the Board is ultimately responsi

This year's Wednesday night English Country
Dance series begins on September 12 at S1.
John's United Methodist Church at 80 Mount
Auburn Street in Watertown. Series musicians
will include "Bare Necessities" (Peter Barnes,
Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, and Jacqueline
Schwab), Karen Axelrod, and Pat MacPherson
with teachers Helene Cornelius, Barbara Finney,
George Fogg, Rich Jackson, Robin Rogers
Browne, Brad Sayler, Jacqueline Schwab, and
Chris Walker. The dances will begin at 8:00
p.m. and run until 11:00 p.m.
English Country Dances on first Fridays will
again be held at the Church of Our Savior (at the
corner of Carlton and Monmouth Streets in
Brookline) beginning on October 5. This year,
because of changes in the Church's schedule,
the dances will begin at 8:30 p.m. and run until
11:00 p.m.
Both the Wednesday and first Friday dances
were underattended last year. If you didn't go,
try it out this year. You'll be glad you did.
Promise.

Fifth-Saturday Specials
CDS will be sponsoring a Fifth-Saturday Contra
Dance series for experienced dancers at the
Concord Scout House, 26 \Valden Street, Con
cord, MA. The first dance of the season will be
on Septelllber 29, with Lisa Greenleaf calling to
live music by, well, COllle and hear for yourself.

Farewell to Plyn10uth
It's a1n10st nlidnight on Labor Day, a WaInl,
sweet night at Pinewoods, with a clear sky and a
full moon. The last dance of the weekend is long
over, and the dancers have dispersed from C#,
their voices drifting away through the trees, the
firefly flickers of their flashlights fading as they
go.
My daughter and I are packed and ready to go:
we sit on the steps of the CDSS office building,
waiting for my husband to arrive to drive us
hon1e to Boston. We are talking with a 11lan
whon1 we've met for the first time this weekend,
and he is telling us how much dancing nleans to
hin1 and to his wife, a quiet little wonlan whonl
it turns out he met at a dance long ago. We've
all said over and over "What a great weekend
been! though were you to challenge us to
define what made it so, I suspect we would all
flounder through the "great music," "great
dances," "nice people" answers that soon begin
to sound flat and insincere.
If

In the canlphouse below us, a piano and fiddle
blend their voices in a slow air, the nlusic rising
to our ears as sweet as the warm night air that
carries it. Out beyond the camphouse, the dock
is drenched in 1110onlight. We walked down a
few minutes ago to have a last look at Long
Pond, at the stars and the moon, at the dock
itself, before we go. Soon our driver will arrive,
we 'llioad our bags, call goodbyes to others also
leaving, and make the long ride back to Boston
and the real world.
But this exact moment--the sweet sadness of the
music, the friendly talking in the dark, the sense
of something precious and wonderful slowly
ending, yet with a promise of returning as the
seasons return each year--this moment is so
clear, so lovely, that it impresses me even as it is
happening that I will be able to hold it in my
mind forever, to be retrieved and retasted when
ever I want it. It seems to be the essence of
Pinewoods.
Don't miss it. Come yourself, carry away your
own moment preserved in mental amber. Pine
woods is special.
Mary Stafford

Con1e Early (and Often)
to Contras and Squares
in Watertown
Starting Tuesday evening, September 11, the
1990-1991 season of CDS Contras and Squares
now begins at 7:30 p.m. and continues until
10:30 p.lll., with a short intermission for conver
sation and refreshments. This is our third year at
St. John's United Methodist Church at 80
Mount Auburn Street, just three short blocks
northeast of Watertown Square. Many dancers
have appreciated the convenient location and the
cheerful and comfortable dance hall, which has
a good wooden floor and reasonable acoustics.
The Tuesday night series again features three
popular callers and a number of talented n1usi
cians familiar to Boston-area dancers. On the
first Tuesday of each month, Tony Saletan leads
the show, assisted by musicians Andy Woolf,
Jack O'Connor, and Peter Barnes. On second
Tuesdays, Ted Sannella is backed by Carol Bit
tenson, Vince O'Donnell, and Cal Howard.
Third Tuesdays are run by Tony Parkes with
Mary Lea, Sarn Bartlett, and Peter Barnes.
Fourth and fifth Tuesdays are reserved for spe
cial programs and guest callers.
Watertown Square is at the intersection of State
Route 16 and U.S. Route 20, and a mile north of
the Mass. Pike's Newton Corner exit. St. John's
Church has a modest parking lot, but is only a
block away from a large city lot. It is right by a
stop on the T bus line (71), which runs from
Harvard Square to Watertown Square in 15 min
utes. Bus line 70 from Central Square to Wal
tham stops in Watertown Square as well, and
bus line 57 from Kenmore Square nlakes its last
stop just across the bridge from the Square. All
three buses run until late in the evening.

COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY, BOSTON CENTRE, INC.
EVENTS OF INTEREST TO OUR MEMBERSHIP
BOSTON CENTRE PROGRAMS:
TUESDAY NEW ENGLAND SQUARE AND CONTRA DANCE SERIES, St. John's United Methodist
Church, 80 Mount Auburn St, Watertown. Sept. 11 through June 12. Callers: 1st Tuesdays - Tony Saletan, 2nd
Tuesdays - Ted Sannella, 3rd Tuesdays - Tony Parkes, 4th & 5th special programs and guests. Contacts: Arthur
Anger (H)899-8702, (W)253-7044 and Betsy Opitz (H)899-8702.
WEDNESDAY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE SERIES, St John's United Methodist Church, 80 Mount
Auburn Street, 3 blocks from Watertown Sq., Sept. 12 - June 13. Program 8:00-11:00, attention to basics 8:00-9:00,
requests 10:15 - 11:00. Music by Karen Axelrod, Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Pat MacPherson, Jacque
line Schwab and their friends. Contact Mary Stafford 782-7266.
WEDNESDAY RITUAL CLASS, NEW TIMES
See enclosed flier.
"FIRST" FRIDAY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING, First Fridays through June. Dances will be taught
with the expectation that the dancers have a thorough familiarity of basic English Country Dance figures. Various
leaders and musicians. Church of Our Saviour, Monmouth St, Brookline. 8:00 - 11 :00. Contact Mary Stafford
782-7266.
BOSTON PLAYFORD BALL, Saturday, May 12. Contact Mary Stafford (617) 782-7266 or Alex Humez (617)
625-3069.
Boston Centre - Committee meetings, all are welcome (confirm meeting date, time, and place by calling ahead):
• Board of Directors, 3rd Wed., 6:00, office 1950 Mass Ave. (354-1340)
• American Dance Committee, 2nd Tues., 6:00, Cafe Rose, Watertown (899-8702)
• English Dance Committee 2nd Wed. Contact Mary Stafford (617) 782-7266.
FRIENDS OF CDS BOSTON CENTRE, EVENTS:
ANDOVER, NJ - Hudson Guild Farm weekend, leaders, Christine Helwig, Fried
Herman, Scott Higgs, and Liz Snowden. 11/2-11/4. Contact Peggy Joplin, 13 N
Orchard Terr, Sparta, NJ 07871.
ARLINGTON, MA - Roaring Jelly, 3rd Fridays, Susan Elberger, St John's Episcopal Church, 74 Pleasant
St, 8:00, 894-4464.
AUBURN, ME, Jack Janssen w/Yankee Exchange, June 8,8:30 - midnight,
Unitarian Church, Elm and Pleasant St, on Rte 121 contact church (207) 783-0461.
BARNSTABLE, Cape Cod - English Country Dance, 2nd & 4th Fridays, Barnstable Unitarian Church,
(508) 362-9570.
BOSTON, MA, Mandala's 1991 schedule at John Hancock Hall, 3/15-3/17, 1991.
BOWDOINHAM,ME, - English Country Cance, Merrymeeting Musical Menagerie, 4th Sundays, 7:00 - 10:00,
Bowdoinham Community Hall, School St. Contact Cindy (207) 666-3090 evenings.
EAST DERRY, NH - English Country Dance, led by Brad Sayler, music Derry
Aire, 3rd Sundays, 7;00 - 10:00, 11/19 Colonial Ball, (603) 432-8558.
HARWICH, MA, - Sgiath Oran in Concert, an evening of Scottish Gaelic airs and mouth music, English,
Irish, and Scottish songs, and solo piano variations on dance tunes. Jacqueline Schwab and Jeanne Morrill draw their
original arrangements from both their classical and traditional backgrounds. They are joined by guest artist Peter
Barnes on flute and whistle.
HARTFORD (WETHERSFIELD) - Wethersfield Grange, 136 .Main St. 1st and 2nd Fridays Contras, 3rd Fri
days Clogging/Cajan/Southern Squares, 4th Fridays English Country. For more info, contact Jim (203) 236-4445.
KINGSTON, RI - ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE. Mitch Robbins, leader, Kingston Free Library, Route 138 at
URI enterance, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 4:00-6:30,364-9964.
LINCOLN, MA - FAMILY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE led by Rich Jackson, with coop baby sitting, 2nd
Sat through June 9,5:30 pot luck and dance for all, 7;00 adult dancing, Stone Church across from town hall, (508)
443-8940.
LOWELL, MA - Lowell Folk Festival, July 27-29, 1990.
NEWPORT RI, Vintage Dance Week, August 20-25, Hannah (617) 648-0840.

NEWTON, MA - 1st Sat. contra dances through June, Kate Oesterheld and Uncommon Fare, 1st Unitarian
Society, 1326 Washington St, 8:00,965-2180.
NEW YORK - COUNTRY DANCE, NEW YORK CD*NY, Metropolitan Duane Church, 201 W 13th St. at
Seventh Ave. (212) 459-4080
- Sat. through 6/3, 8:00 - 10:45, American Contras & Squares
- Tues through 5/30, English Country, 7:45 - style, 8:30 - 10:00
dance
Experienced Fridays 8:00 - 10:45
ENGLISH 4n, 5/12; AMERICAN 4/14, 5/1
NEW YORK CITY, Day long CD*NY CDSS 75 anniversary, 11:00 AM - Midnight,
NYU in the village and High School for the Humanities, Sat June 2, (212) 459-4080.
NOVA SCOTIA, 35 annual family Dance camp, Aug 18 -26, folk, ballroom, Scottish, Square (914)
941-7358.
OLD WETHERSFIELD, CONN, Vintage Dance Society, Weekend Dance Workshop led
Richard Powers, June 8-10,1990, advance registration only, (203) 286-9191.
PHILADELPHIA, PA - 1st Saturday dances, Summit Presbyterian Church, (215) 247-5993
PLIMOTH PLANTATION, Visitor Center, Plymouth, MA. George Fogg w/Merrymeeting Musical Menag
Sat July 14,8:00 PM St Swithin's Dance; Sat October 27,8:00 PM All Hallow's Eve Dance, Creative dress
encouraged! Contact (508) 746-1622 ext 377.
PROVIDENCE, RI - Contra and Squares, 5/19 Bridget Edwards, 6/16 Mary Desrosiers, St Martin's
Church, 50 Orchard Ave. 8:00 - 11:00; Contact Dal~ (508) 636-8168.
SANDY HOOK, CT - NOMAD 90,10/20,10/21, Newtown High School, (203) 372
8632.
SOUTHBORO, MA - Framingham Folk Dancers, International Folk Dancing, Fayville Village Hall, Cen
tral & Grove Sts. 8:00-10:30, (508) 872-4110.
WHITE PLAINS, NY, Christine Helwig & Fried Herman, Thursday dances, Church in the Highlands. (212)
881-2930, (914) 834-4672, (914) 834-9350. FESTIVAL 75 a day long event being planned for 6/2/90.
WORCESTER, MA - INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCERS, Thursday, 7:30 - 9:30, All Saints Episcopal,
Irving St. at Pleasant. Contact Betty Hoskins, (508) 791-7434.
All calendar submissions must be in writing and received by Harvey Cohen, 54 Elda Rd, Framingham Ma 01701
on or before October I,H 1990.

i\las\

New English-Scottish Kid on the Block
Anyone who has been to an English-Scottish
dance or to the English-Scottish Session at Pine
woods has seen how nicely the two traditions
complement each other. If the idea of sampling
both traditions in a single evening appeals to
you, come to the Church of Our Savior (at the
corner of Carlton and Monmouth Streets in
Brookline) at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, Septem
ber 22 for an evening of English and Scottish
country dancing.
You don't have to be an expert in both traditions
to have fun, though some dance experience
would be helpfuL Brief but complete walk
throughs will precede each dance and great
refreshments will enhance the party atmosphere.

Will there be another CDS Newsletter?
Not as of this writing, bucko. No one has
stepped forward to con~inue Ale.x Humez's
example of a readable, InformatIv~, s~holarly,
and gossipy newsletter. And, despIte In1pas
sioned pleas from members, he's not ~hanged
his mind: two years is plenty, Alex thInks, t~
have the last word and it's time for a new VOIce
and vision to keep CDS members in touch with
the dancing world.
The Newsletter editor really holds CDS
together: this person is at the center of the I?ael
strom (wearing, at least conceptually, t~e pIth
helmet and flak jacket of the press), tellIng us
what's happening--and what's about to happe?
-in the dance community, in short, why CDS IS
exciting.
There's work involved, of course, though not as
much as you might think, since there is a solid
support team of stalwarts to do the heavy lifting
-writing the articles, doing the layout ,and art,
sending the finished product to the pnn~er, and.
getting the finished product ~nto the mall. QualI
fications for the job are a flalf for words, good
grammar (or good taste), and--most of all--an
abiding interest in dance.
Sound like your cup of tea? Maybe? Call Alex
([617] 625-3069) or Gordon ([617] 497-7490)
for lurid details.
In the meantime, send materiels for the next

Newsletter to:

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
1950 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140
ATTN: CDS Newsletter
Gordon Talley

Pat MacPherson will lead the Scottish dances.
Brad Sayler and Robin Rogers-Browne will
share the microphone for the English dances.
Dancing to live music begins at 8:00 p.m. Sub
sequent dances are scheduled for Saturday,
October 20, and Friday, November 23--san1e
time, same station.
So, get ready for a chance to met new friends
and learn some new dances. Come on out and
have a good time. Call Robin at (508) 897-8629
or Brad at (508) 475-0791 for more details.
Brad Sayler

Evelyn Lamond
Tucked in the pocket of the rather beat-up suit
case that always accolnpanies me on dance
weekends is a little note on lined paper torn
from a spiral notebook. In Evelyn Lamond's
spidery hand, it says "Welcolne Mary." It was
lying on my bunk (which was all made up for
me) the first year I attended Cardigan. Evelyn,
Jo Rae, and a friend of Jo's (whose name I
cannot remember) were my roommates. At 52, I
was the youngest.
We had some wonderful conversations that
weekend. I heard Evelyn's reminiscences of the
old days when one took a class in English danc
ing and progressed only when the teacher
invited one to do so. I heard of her husband and
of their involvement in demonstration dancing.
(How many of you saw the pictures displayed at
the 75th Anniversary Ball of a young Evelyn
dancing on the Wellesley College lawn?)
I'm glad that Evelyn, to whom dancing was so
basic a part of her life, was able to dance to the
end. We all missed her at the Playford Ball this
year and can only hope that the celestial music
includes for her a few Playford tunes.
Mary Stafford

Ritual Dance Series
The Ritual Committee promises an exciting new
season with some significant changes in the
works, not the least being that instead of run
ning continual Wednesday night classes, we will
be holding some classes on Saturdays. In this
way, we hope to be able to both make use of
out-of-town teachers and provide for those peo
ple who can't commit then1selves to six weeks
of attendance.
We will be kicking off with a rapper session on
Saturday, September 15th, with beginning and
intermediate classes being held simultaneously.
The beginning class will be taught by Jack J ans
sen (nee Jack Howe), formerly of Boston's own
Longwood Sword. The intermediate class will
be ta~ght by Rob Spive~ of Fiddler's Reach ~
Men s Rapper from MaIne.
~~

W

The first six-week ritual series will be a beginning Cotswold morris class, taught by Alec
Leone, who dances with the Newtowne Morris
Men (except for an educational break with Oak
Apple Morris). The tradition will be
Minneapolis-on-the-Mississippi, which Jim
Brickwedde devised for the Bells of the North.
Since this is an lIAmerican tradition," which
many of us have never seen, dancers with all
levels of experience are welcome. They say that
it's a straightforward tradition--until you get to
the hey...
~
John Dexter (founder and foreman of the Bow
erie Boys of New York City) has agreed to
teach a Saturday workshop on the Sherborne
morris tradition, date TBA (probably between
the winter solstice and the New York Sword
Ale). John is the n1an who, it is said, defined the
Sherborne tradition for this country, so it will be
nice to hear it from the horse's mouth. This will
be a class for experienced morris dancers.

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
1950 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140
Telephone: (617) 354-1340
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This year we will again hold the mass morris
dance series, ending just before NEFFA so that
everybody will be ready for the festival. This
will be an ungraded class.
There will be a final (mystery) ritual series after
NEFFA.
See the enclosed fliers for more information
about the first two classes.
Jocelyn Reynolds
The Ritual Committee

Cardigan Weekend
We still have openings for the Country Dance
Weekend at A.M. C. Cardigan Lodge. Register
now for a fun-filled weekend of English Coun
try, Squares, and Contras, hiking, swimming,
and singing. Cost of the weekend is $85.00 for
CDS, Boston Centre members and $95.00 for
non-members. To reserve a space, send a $25.00
deposit to:

Clayton Wilcox
284 Park Street
Dorchester, MA 02124

Thanks
To Art Anger, Harvey Cohen, George Fogg,
Arthur Ferguson, Herb Jacobs, Jocelyn
Reynolds, Brad Sayler, Mary Stafford, Gordon
Talley, Chris Walker, Clay Wilcox, Ed Wilfert,
Francis Worrell, and to the ranks of Harrison's
Irregulars whose labors made it possible for you
to read this.
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could help musicians. What should CDS do?
Private lessons? Workshops on dance music?
New opportunities to play? Please give your
suggestions to Mary Stafford or to any member
of the English Committee or to Board members
Earl Gaddis and James Polk. During the course
of this year we'd like to initiate ways to be sure
that the musicianship we enjoy today goes on
forever.
Gordon Talley

qD{5

:Boston
l1cms
··........
•

Ii

•

November 1990

.......
..
....

President's Comer
When Evelyn Lamond passed on, her family
donated a portion of her library and a number of
personal effects to CDS. Among them is a letter
to Evelyn from Ralph Page dated in the 1950s.
He took exception to her notion that dance
workshops should use live musicians. Records
are far better, he wrote. They could be started
and stopped without complaint, would pick back
up exactly where left off, and were always in
key and at a consistent tempo.
The thoughts seem strange coming across a gap
of nearly 40 years. How many times in the '80s
and '90s have we attended workshops with live
musicians who accommodated all the advan
tages Ralph enumerated - plus injected a
splash of spontaneity that enlivened the lesson?
For instance, by varying the tempo as needed to
underscore the teacher's point or help a dancer
struggle through a difficult step. In fact,
Ralph's objections are so basic that my conclu
sion is that he could not possibly have had the
wealth of musicianship that exists today or he
would surely have laid his records aside.
What happened in the intervening years to make
the difference? I'd love for someone to write a
history of dance musicians. Would CDS playa
prominent role in their development? Perhaps
not. Except for the occasional class during July
4th Weekend and grants for books and records
from our Chapin Fund, we haven't taken too
seriously the mission of the Society that calls for
action to advance dance music.
Now the English Committee and two Board
members have begun to explore ways CDS

The Civil War
The Civil War may have entered our collective
unconscious, but the recent PBS television mini
series held another level of familiarity for CDS
viewers. Jacqueline Schwab, Wednesday Eng
lish series pianist, played for the program, which
gained the highest ratings ever for public broad
casting.
Jacqueline taped the music in Brattleboro,
Vermont, about a year and a half before the
series aired. Director Ken Burns was very
specific in what he wanted, Jacqueline relates.
He asked her to play the pieces many times,
often evoking an emotion by describing images
of battlefield carnage or by suggesting a victory
celebration. He also pared away the rich, contra
puntal style that has become her trademark with
Bare Necessities. "He wanted me to play with
one hand," she remembers, "even with one
finger at a time."
Among other musicians on the film were Matt
Glaser and Jay Ungar, director of the Ashokan
camp in upstate New York, whose "Ashokan
Farewell" became the series theme song. It's
Jay's playing that accompanies the inspiring
"Letter to Sarah."
The musicians' playing was spontaneous, with
most tracks being laid down in a single take
without rehearsal. "Ken wanted an en10tional
impact," Jacqueline says. "His feeling was that
the music should suffuse the film and bring the
pictures to life."

Morris

Benefit Dance for
Susannah Diamondstone
Last September, a fire at Pinewoods
Camp destroyed the caretaker's cabin,
flJohn Raymond", where Pinewoods Camp
Manager Susannah Diamondstone was
living. The cabin and everything in
it were destroyed. Since she had
moved into the cabin to stay for the
winter, Susannah's loss was consider
able.
In light of that, CDS Boston Centre is
holding a benefit dance for Susannah
on Sunday afternoon, 9 December, from
1:30 to 5:30 PM, at the Concord Scout
House, 74 Walden St, Concord, Mass.
The program will include American and
English dances, and elegant desserts
will be provided at the break.
Come spend a Sunday afternoon dancing
for someone else Is benefit.•.and bring
your dancing friends! The minimum
donation is $6, but we won It refuse
more. Please be as generous as you
can, because all proceeds will go to
Susannah. If you can't come, please
send your donation to Susannah
Diamondstone, CDS Boston Centre, 1950
Mass. Ave., Cam bridge, Mass 02140.
For more information call DebS mall,
617/628-007 L
Lynn Jacobs

=======================================
Call for Morris fibas and videos
I am collecting films and videos of
Morris dancing in America, to dub into
a chronological tape. This tape will
illustrate the oral history project
which I am conducting, and a copy will
be deposited into the CDSS archives.
If any reader has such fUms or vid
eos, and is willing to help" please
contact me with information on which
teams or dancers you have recorded,
which traditions, the venue and year,
and what medium you used (type of fUm
or format of videotape). Thank you!
Jocelyn Reynolds
105 Pleasant St
Arlington, Mass 02174
617/641-3501

:ror
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The Ritual Committee is extremely
pleased to announce an Advanced Sher
borne Workshop on 26 January 1990, to
be taught by John Dexter. John foun
ded the Bouwerie Boys in New York City
more than ten years ago, and his in
volvement in Morris goes back much
farther than that. His musician will
be Jessica Murrow, who has played for
the Bouwerie Boys since their incep
tion, and for Ring OIBells before
that. Please see the enclosed flyer
for more specific information and a
registration form. Ad vance registra
tion is required, and space is lim
ited, so we suggest yuu get your forms
and fees in the mail soon.
The Massed-Morris series will begin 13
March 1991 and run six weeks, through
17 April, the last Wed nesday before
NEFFA. Judy Erickson will be teach
ing, with Jim Ialeggio providing the
music. Judy has taught for the Ritual
series before and participants enjoyed
her teaching quite a lot.
We look forward to seeing all of you
at these events. Happy winter!
--- Jocelyn Reynolds

Genny Shimer
On September 3, 1990, Genevieve Shimer
died after a long illness. For many
decades, her strongly musical teaching
style delighted and influenced count
less people throughout the country.
Genevieve Vaughan-Jackson was born in
England in 1913 and came to the U.S.
in 1937. S he married John A (Jack)
Shimer in 1947. Professionally, Genny
was a writer and illustrator of chil
dren's books, but we knew her as a
long-time teacher of all forms of
English dance, especially country
dancing. She taught for many years at
Pinewoods Camp, at Berea College, and
at the Campbell Folk School in Brass
town, NC. Genny served as National
Director, Vice President, and Presi
dent of CDSS and was the first presi
dent of Pinewoods Camp" Inc.
lO

Genny was one of the most vital and
graceful of dancers, and we will miss
her.
Arthur and Helene Cornelius

Playford.

Revisited..:

The

C:o"Ur.-t.ry

C:o~~*

by Francis Worrell

Set and turD S...!.,. Tbu again ..:;,.
Fira four m;et your own, change places with them..!.. Firfi man
As before..:.. Do this change to aU;
chmg: with the 2,. \"'10. firfi Woo chmge with the 2,. man..i..
--------:-------
Si&s .111 ...!.. That again -i.
Set and tum S...!,.. Tbu zgain";"
Firet Cu. fall into the 2.. place, change ph.ces with your O\Vn..!..
Then tuI'I.1 each th::! 1. change with your own :again ...i..

As before"';' Do this to the: laft.

----------~--~------~--------Arms all..!.. That 2Z.1in-L
Set and tum S• ..:.. Thu again ~
fifft 4. go b2Ck fro~ your-o-w-n-,-m-e-:t-ag.lin, take both bods ;..z.
As b:fQre ..l. Do this ChiUlze; to all.
Firfi man put his Woo back. the oth.:r 80ing Co, all into c.lcb
(J{~rsplaces ~

Reproduced fra. the Third Edition of Playford l

The Country con is dance number 79 in the First Edition of Playford. It
is one of a group of dances, designated in Playford as tllongways for as
many as will", which consist of three parts introduced by doubles, sides,
and arms, respectively, all of which are progressive figures. Unlike the
common duple minor longways, the progression starts with only the first
couple dancoing with the second. As this couple progress down the set,
more and more couples get involved until all are dancing as in a duple
minor set. Each couple dance the full length of the set both ways. When a
couple reach their starting place, they stop dancing, and the set winds
down in reverse order from the start. For con venience, I shall refer to
this as the Essex Progression "2.
If

The melody consists of two four-bar phrases, A and B, played in the pattern
AABB. The instructions for the introduction are consistent with the music:
the double (siding, arming) 1S done twice to AA, and the set and turn
single twice to BB.
The progressive figure, however, is done first to AA then to BB, then to
AA, etc. This is not good because, first, a repeated figure should always
be done to the same music, and second, if the number of couples is such
that the figure must be done an odd number of times, the last repetition
will be done to AA, so the musicians must remember to play AA again for the
next introduction. Therefore, I have eliminated the repeat of the A music,
so that- the tune is played ABAB. To make the introd uction fit the new
phrasing, it must be changed to the sequence: double (siding, arming), set
and turn single; that again. This sequence is invariably followed for
introductions throughout the First Edition of Playford 3 •
The figure in the second part needs some explanation. I interpret n First
Cu. fall into 2. place" to mean that the first couple lead down while the
second cast up. (If the first couple hold right hands, the transition to
the next part is easier.) The first couple now cross, turn once round with
the person across the set (corners), then cross back home. Another inter
pretation: first couple turn halfway by the right, turn once round by the
left with the corner, then a half turn by the right with partner to home.
This gives the active couple a smooth transition from the lead into the
turn, and from the last turn into the next lead.

t

"ColI" = Gull, someone easily fooled or "gulled",

Instructions and music in modern notation follow. Num bers in parentheses,
thus (4), are the number of measures for the figure. The instructions are
for three couples, but the dance can be done by any number, with the appro
priate number of repetitions 4 •

£~er ~rr,lr1tr~lrrrccrIECrE ~IF'E ~Iarr ~ IPr ml$rpi
I

AIBI (8)
A2B2 (8)
A3

(4)

83

(2)
(2)
A4B4-A8B8
II

AIBI (8)
A2B2 (8)
A3B3 (2)
(6)

A4B4-A8B8
III

AIBl
A2B2

~8~
8

A3
B3

4
(4)

A4B4-A8B8

Up a double and back, set and turn single.
All that again.
Couples land 2 change with partners. (To fill out the
phrase, overshoot and return to partner's place, or
pause slightly when next to your partner, then
continue.)
First corners (Ml, W2) change.
Second corners (M2, Wi) change.
Continue figure to end of progressions.
Side by the R shoulder, set and turn single.
Side by the L shoulder, set and turn single.
Couple 1 lead down, right hand in right hand, while
couple 2 cast up to Its place.
Couple 1 change with partner passing R shoulder, turn
corner once round (two hands), then change with partner
back to place 6 • All are now proper and progressed.
Continue figure to end of progression
Arm right with partner, set and turn single.
Arm left with partner, set and turn single.
Couples 1 and 2 fall back a double and forward.
Couples 1 and 2 change places with a half
poussette, upper man pushing to start.
Continue figure to end of progression.

Notes
1. Glasgow University Library, Euing Music Collection, Qc 85, by permission. Third Edition is used
here because the First Edition music shows no bar lines. There is no other difference. (The
modern Mellor edition of Playford has an error in the music. See if you can find it.)
2. See the first paragraph of "Playford Revisited: The Gun, or The Valiant Captain", in CDS Boston
News, December, 1989.
3. This is explained in more detail in "Playford Revisited: A Pattern in Three-Part Dances",
English Dance and Song (EFDSS), July/August, 1989.
4. A note on the progression: with three couples the order of active couples is 1&2, original 1&3,
original 2&3, original 2&1, etc. It may be easier to think of it as being: top couples, bottom
couples, top, bottom, etc.
5. This is the Essex Progression.
6. The original directions. The alternate interpretation is phrased similarly. In either case, the
figure does not divide neatly into one-measure units, so must be treated as one six-measure phrase.

Correction: An editing error occurred in the tabular instructions for "The
Gun u (CDS Boston News, December 1989). In Part 3, phrase Bl, first line
("First and second men change ... "), the number of measures should be 2, not
4. In the third line ("Right hand star..• "), the number should be 4, not 2.

For the latest information on events in the Boston area, call the Boston Centre office,
617/354-1340. A recorded announcement will bring you up to date.
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TUESDAYS: NEW ENGLAND SQUARE AND CONTRA DANCE

st. John's United Methodist Church, 80 Mount Auburn st, watertown, 7:30 - 10:30 PM
callers: 1st Tuesday - Tony Saletan, 2nd - Ted Sanne1la, 3rd - Tony Parkes,
4th and 5th - special programs and guests
22 January 1991: George Marshall with "Wild Asparagus". 29 January: Dan Pearl with "Open to Suggestion"
"usicians: Rotating groups of first-class players
Contacts: Arthur Anger (H)899-8702, (W)253-7044 and Betsy Opitz (H)899-8702

WEDNESDAYS: ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE

st John's United Methodist Church, 80 Mount Auburn street, 8:00-11:00 PM
Instruction in basics 8:00-9:00, requests 10:15 - 11:00. Party nights: 26 Dec, 12 June 1991
Teachers: Helene Cornelius, Barbara Finney, George Fogg, Rich Jackson, Robin Rogers-Browne,
Brad Sayler, Jackie Schwab, Chris Walker
"usicians: "Bare Necessities {Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Jacqueline Schwab},
Karen Axelrod, Pat MacPherson
Contact: Mary Stafford, 782-7266
Jl

"FIRST FRIDAY" ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE

Church of Our Saviour, Monmouth St, Brookline. 8:30 - 11:00 PM
First Friday of every month, through 7 June. Various leaders
For dancers thoroughly familiar with basic English Country Dance figures. Dances will be taught.
Contact: Mary Stafford, 782-7266, or call CDS office, 354-1340.

fm,@\jij4.H:3!:g,4ff:[:{::)it%ff):{j!?:::?H:i(}???HUr:?}:r:r:[fWt?}:f:
Special Workshop in Sherborne Morris, Saturday, 26 .January 1991

Teacher: John Dexter
"usician: Jessica Murrow
For experienced dancers. Advance registration required; see enclosed flyer for detai1s.
Annual "Massed Morris" Series, Wednesdays, 13 March - 11 April 1991

st John1s United Methodist Church, 80 Mount Auburn st, Watertown. 8:00 - 9:15 PM
Preparation for NEFFA and tour season. All team and unattached dancers welcome.
Teacher: Judy Erickson Musician: Jim laleggio
Contact: Jocelyn Reynolds, 641-3501
:$ij'~#4:)ftr'*~':/:·",::::::::"':':::':':·"::::'::::::::'::::::{::::[::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::;::::.:::::

Susannah Diamondstone Benefit Dance,
Year-end Holiday Party, Saturday, 29
Saturday, March 30, 1991 is the date
The Playford Ball is planned for Mid

Sunday, 9 December. See announcement in this issue.
December. See enclosed flyer.
of the next Fifth-Saturday Contra Dance.
March, 1991.

Listed meetings are open; all members are welcome, but call ahead to confirm date, time, and place.
Board of Directors: 3rd Weds, 6:00PM, st Johnfs Church, 80 Mt Auburn, Watertown. (354-1340)
American Dance Committee: 2nd Tues, 6:00PM, Cafe Rose, 59 Mt Auburn st, watertown (899-8702)
English Dance Committee: 2nd Weds, 6:00PM, Demots Restaurant, 64 Mt Auburn, Watertown.
(Mary Stafford, 782-7266)
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Andover, Mass: Contra dance with Dan Pearl, Tony or Beth Parkes
3rd Fridays, Old Town Hall, Main st.
Call Candy 508/470-2797
Bowdoinham, Me: English Country dance with the Merrymeeting Musical Menagerie
4th Sundays, 7:00-10:00, Bowdoinham Community Hall, School st.
Call Greg 201/666-3090 eves
Brookline, Mass: English/Scottish dance parties
4th Saturdays (except no dance in December), Church of Our Saviour, 23 Monmouth st
call Brad 508/475-0791 or Robin 508/897-8629
East Derry, NH: English Country dance with Brad Sayler, music by the Derry Aires
3rd Sundays, 7jOO-10:00.
Call 603/432-8558
Kingston, RI: English Country dance with Mitch Robbins, music by DeRagon, Heroux, and Corbridge
2nd and 4th Fridays, 7:30-10:00 PM, Kingston Free Library, Rt 138 at URI entrance.
Call 401/782-8575 or 401/521-5160
Newtown, Conn: English, Early American, French contredanses
2nd and 4th Thursdays, 7:30-9:45 PM, Congregationa1 Church Hall. 12/13, 12/27.
Call 203/426-92664
:~~g}:~tfP~%:l::::{nm::::mf:rf:tr:}:tm?:f::)ffrrt::\f:(fH:}rtm>~)n::

Burns Night, 26 January 1991 at 8PM, 27 Jan at 3PM, Sanders Theatre, Cambridge, Mass.
Annual birthday bash for the late poet put on by the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society (Boston
Branch). featuring renowned singer Jean Redpath and fiddle champion Alasdair Fraser.
Call 730-2898 for information.

•••••••••• • •••• ••• • • ••••• • •••• •• • •••••••• ••• ••• • • ••••• • •••• • •• ••••• •
How to Send Stuff to the CDS Boston NeffS

As you can see, we're still here. Please send your announcements, calendar
listings, letters, and other items to
CDS Boston News
c/o J M Graetz
49 Stow St
Acton, Mass 01720

All hard-copy submissions should be typewritten or printed; draft-mode dot
matrix printer copy is OK. If, for longer items such as feature articles,
you can provide a DOS-format ASCII file on a 5:i-inch double-density (360KB)
floppy disk, it will save barrels of time and help avoid editing mistakes.
For the time being, though, graphics (music, drawings, etc) will have to be
in hard copy; my primitive computer can only handle text. I'll return the
disks, of course.

The deadline tor the next issue is 15 JANUARY 1991.
If you have ideas for a feature article, or a new dance or tune, please
call me at 508/263-6469.
--- shag

ROOM TO DANCE IN WATERTOWN
This fall's CDS Contra and Square dancers
have been enjoying plenty of dancing space at
St. John's United Methodist Church at 80
Mount Auburn Street, just three short blocks
northeast of Watertown Square. With only six
or seven squares on the floor most evenings,
there's a relaxed atmosphere and room for you
move freely to the lively music of Andy Woolf,
Jack O'Connor, and Peter Barnes (on first
Tuesdays); Carol Bittenson, Vince O'Donnell,
and Cal Howard (second Tuesdays); or Mary
Lea, Sam Bartlett, and Peter Barnes (third
Tuesdays). Tony Saletan, Ted San nella, and
Tony Parkes are the regular callers with
these bands. Fourth and fifth Tuesdays fea
ture guest callers and musicians for variety.
The dance begins at 7:30pm and continues
until 10:30pm, with a short intermission for
con versation and refreshments.

John Eliassen
John Eliassen, whom many of us knew
from cou ntry dancing in the 1970' s,
died of a brain tumor this past summer
at the age of 44. He was a regular
at the Wednesday night English dances,
and performed with the Bicenten nia,l
group in 1975. He also performed in
the Christmas Revels, playing the
Dragon in the Mummers' Play.
John was the first full-time caretaker
at Pinewoods Camp, and was responsible
for con verting John Raymond into a
year-round cottage. For the past
twelve years, he taught art, wood
working, drawing, and stained-glass
making, first at the Fenn School in
Concord, Mass, and most recently at
the Shady Hill School in Cambridge.
While John had not been dancing in
recent years, I have a vivid memory of
his large, graceful figure, exception
ally warm, gentle smile, and twinkling
eyes as he danced smoothly up and down
the set. He was a lovely person, a
beautiful dancer, and a gifted teacher.
It is a tragic loss.
A scholarship in John's memory has
been established at Shady Hill School.
Contributions to the John Eliassen
Scholarship Fund may be sent to the
Shady Hill School, 178 Coolidge Hill,
Cambridge, Mass 02138. Make checks
payable to "Shady Hill School".
--- Robin Rogers-Browne

Call for Papers

Morris Dance in A.erica
A one-day conference focusing on the
history and development of American
Morris dancing will be held at Boston
University on Saturday, 6 April 1991.
The organizers request proposals for
papers, presentations in volving other
media, or performances which illus
trate or are based upon individual
team stories and experiences. We are
especially interested in hearing from
team leaders and/or founders. Ses
sions will be organized around the
following topics:
The Development of Style and Reper
toire (interpretive or in vented)
Team Dynamics and Politics (organi
zational styles)
Please submit proposals of no more
than 500 words by 1 December 1990 to:
Dr Tony Barrand or Jocelyn Reynolds
University Professors Program
Boston University
745 Commonwealth Ave
Boston, Mass 02215
For more information call 617/353-4020
or 617/641-3501.

NEFFA-MCJrris

Upda-te

CALLING ALL ENGLISH RITUAL-DANCE
TEAMS! Are you new since last year?
Has your team contact person or ad
dress changed since last year, or
since the 1990 Directory of the Ameri
can Morris Newsletter was published?
If so, please send me the name and
address of your current contact as
soon as possible. I am coordinating
Morris and Sword dancing at NEFFA '91,
both indoors and outdoors. We would
hate for a group to miss a chance to
perform because we were unable to
contact them.

ARE

YOU

RENEWED?

Take a look at the mailing label on
this issue of the News. In the upper
right corner you should see a letter
or n u m b er, If it is a n u mbe r, and th e
number is 90, it means that your
membership expired on August 31 and
has not been renewed. So this is the
last issue of the CDS Boston News
you'll get until you renew your
membership, which you can do at any
Tuesday or Wednesday night dance, or
by sending your name, current address,
phone number (optional), and a check
made out to "CDS Boston Centre" to

Patrice Ben net-Alder
41 Katherine Road
Watertown, Mass 02172
617/923-1273
Thanks!

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
c/o Arthur Ferguson
21 Upper Joclyn Ave
Framingham, Mass 01701
Mem bership categories and rates:

Regular
Contributor
Supporte r

REHEARSAL/PRACTICE SPACE!
27' by 30' unobstructed space; ideal
for classes, theatre groups, small
dance troupes, etc. 24-hour access.
Adjoining office, 12x14', available
for major lessee. $10/hr (less for
long-term tenant), Between Porter Sq,
Cambridge, and Union Square, Somer
ville. Call Tom Kruskal Designs,
617/625-4974.

Sponsor
$50
Patron
$100
Benefactor $500

Any membership at the "Contributor"
level or above can serve as a family
membership, which may include up to
two adults and any children under 18,
all residing at one mailing address.
Arthur Ferguson,
Membership Secretary

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
1950 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140
Telephone: (617) 354-1340
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