Deadline for Summer Newsletter: May 1st, 2000. Details, back page.

From the President
With elections in process, you may have already
received a ballot with the slate of new Directors and
Officers for CDS Boston. Several individuals will be
stepping down from their responsibilities serving on the
Board, and I want to take this opportunity to thank them
for their tireless service to our organization.
Terry Gaffney will complete his term as Past Presi
dent. He has provided me with helpful information and
advice as I took on the responsibility of the Presidency
of CDS. He continues to demonstrate his dedication as
Chairman of the English Committee.
Alison Woodman kept us on track, serving a one
year term as Clerk and ensuring that we have a clear
record of our meetings. She has been a joy to serve with,
as she always sports a smile.
RalphJones complete several terms as Treasurer. We
appreciate his work managing our day-to-day expenses as
well as our short- and long-term fiscal strength.
Jean Farrington will step down as a Director. She has
been a tremendous help, working with Terry and the rest
of the Board to draft the new Bylaws that have been in
place for a year.
Bill Schulz, leaving as a Director, served well with his
involvement in the dance community and his knowledge
of law. The latter was particularly important in our
negotiations for dance space.

Continued on page 2

CDS Boston Events on page 6
Other area events on page 8-11
Address for News items on page 14

New Variety at Third
Tuesday Contras
at Old Cambridge Baptist Church
Third Tuesdays are our Open Mike nights-opportu
nities for novice callers and musicians to get some
practice while still giving dancers a good time. This year
we've been booking two lead musicans for each dance,
rather than having the same lead musician every month.
This gives us the opportunity to hear a variety of styles
and the musicians the opportunity to play in different
combinations and venues. If you would like to play,
please call (617) 354-0864. To call, come to the dance.
Come listen and dance with us from 8-10:30 PM.
Continued on page 3

Spring English Country
Dance Wednesday Parties
The Wednesday Series spring season begins with a
bang. On March 22 we celebrate the end ofwinter with 
a Spring Equinox Party. It's a chance to say goodbye to
winter and hello to spring!-and a chance to say hello to
the your new officers, as the Annual Meeting will pre
cede the dance. All CDS-Boston members attending the
annual meeting are admitted free to the dance.
The evening will feature dances associated with winter
and spring. Winter Memories and Round About Our
Coal-fire both capture an aspect ofwinter life, while The
Springis traditionally done at the change ofseasons, and
Easter Mom has an outdoor, re-birth feel to it.

Continued on page 5

From the President. continued from page 1

Nora Daoud completes her term as a Director, but
will continue to be involved through her work on the
Nominating Committee.
Chris Reynolds will also complete her term as a
Director, but continues her involvement as Co-Chair of
the New England Dance Committee.
On behalf of every member of CDS-Boston Centre,
I would like to thank all of these Directors and Officers
for their dedication and service to the organization. I
look forward to working with the new members of the
Board as well, as we continue our important work for the
Society.
On another topic, as many of you may know, I am
involved with "ceremonial" dance, a.k.a. ritual dance,
including Cotswold Morris, rapper, and English and
American clog. With the spring fast approaching, you
will soon see Morris dancers with their hankies, sticks,
and bells, or rapper and longsword dancers or cloggers
at various performance events.
CDS Boston was well represented at the 15th Annual
HalfMoon Sword Ale in New York City on February 18
to 20. Charles River Rapper, the Gay Blades, Orion
Sword, Still River Sword, Velocirapper, Vineyard Sword
Fish-all spent the weekend in Manhatten and Brooklyn
with our hosts, HalfMoon Sword, and other teams from
the East Coast. We started out at the Port Authority,
with tours in different places throughout the day, ending
up together at the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. After a

marvelous feast, one of the hottest contra dances of the
year got going. Sunday, after a wonderfUl brunch, we
gathered at the Picnic House for a grand finale of show
dances-for an audience that shows up year after year to
watch the spectacle.
I hope that, if you plan to attend the New England
Folk Festival, you will be sure to watch the Morris and
sword dancing in the courtyard ofthe school. Tradition
ally, new dances are presented here, as it is one ofthe first
performance opportunities of the spring. Teams have
been practicing every week all year, so the celebration at
NEFFA brings a wonderfUl jubilance as we dance not
only for ourselves, but for you, our audience.
Our 2nd CD is selling well. We have received wonder
ful feedback from folks all over, reporting how much
people enjoy "More Favorites of the Boston Centre."
The next two volumes, HSimple Pleasures" and "Modern
Treasures," have already been recorded. Look for release
soon.
Be sure to mark your calendar for May 20, Lilac
Sunday. Teams from all over New England will gather
at the Arnold Arboretum for this event, hosted by Rose
Galliard, which will also feature a demonstration of
English country dancing with audience participation.
Imagine dancing outside to wonderfUl music, with good
company and the scent of blooming lilacs surrounding
you-hard to beat!

-Margaret Keller

Concord Saturday Contras for Spring '00
Two great Saturday contras are coming up this spring!

4/29, Gala May Day Party
Fabulous caller Steve Zakon-Anderson leads the bill with
a very special two-fiddler band of Kerry Elkin and Mark
Simos. At intermission we'll have two Morris teams to
perform for you-both Charles River Rapper and
Ha'Penny Morris include our president, Margaret Keller.
All are wel-come. Dance 8-11; admission only $6!

6/3, Mardi Gras in June
Mary Desrosiers will call with Amy Richardson Larkin
playing fiddle, Tom Pixton on accordion, and Liza
Constable, guitar. It will be an exciting contra inter
mingled with Cajun dances. Join us 8-11 PM for $6.
2
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Recall the fine Third Annual Pre-Groundhog Day
Dance we had on January 29, with our excellent caller
Susan Elberger and music by the Reiner Family Band
including dad Dave, with sons Andy, 13, and Eric, 10,
accompanied by our own Cal Howard. They enjoyed
playing while Susan called interesting and enjoyable
dances devised by women. We were all impressed by the
flawless performance of the ten young Champion Irish
Step Dancers of Rita O'Shea's School. We are so glad
they could all come and give our large crowd such a good
time. Thanks especially to helpers Art Anger & Irene
Howard.

-Ann Cowan, Producer

MIT-FOC Contra Dance for
all at MIT
Spring Schedule of Contra Dances
Here are the dances scheduled for this spring. You are
all welcome to dance with us and have fun.
We dance from 7:30 to 10:30 PM on 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays all year. Sit-ins are welcomed at all dances ex
cept 5/23. Prospective musicians or callers should call
(617) 354-0864 to participate. All dances are in Student
Center 407, except 3/14 in Morss Dining Room in
Walker Memorial. Check our website for program and
location info: http://web.edu/fdc/www/contra.html.

3/14, Ides of March Dance
Linda Leslie with Terry Traub & Cal Howard
3/28, Spring Equinox Party
Angel Roman with Dave Titus & Terry Traub

Tuesday Contras, continued from page 1

For upcoming dances we'll have these fine musicians:
3/21, Vince O'Donnell and Deborah Gerstein
4/18, Visitors to NEFFA
5/16, Eric Merrill and Michael Kerry, guitar.
Last fall we had:
9/21 It 10/19, John Chambers, Ben Pasamanick &
Maryanne Cygnel
11/16, The Last Gaspe
12/21, Carol Kycia and Cal Howard
1/18, John Chambers and Bill Possi
2/15, Dave Titus and Judy Francis
-Ann Cowan, Booking Agent for 3rd Tuesdays

Exceptional Spring Fifth

4/11, PreNEFFA Gala
Music and Caller TBA

4/25, Think May Day Party
Dan Pearl with Terry Traub, Robin Kynoch & Susan
Janssen
5/9, Flower Fiesta
Steve Boylan with Sylvia Miskoe

&

Cal Howard

5/23, Spring Fling Party
Ann Cowan with Einsten's Little Homunculus
MIT students free, non-students $4. Free parking in
Kresge lot. Thanks especially to Art Anger, Julie Owen,
and Larry Stone for their work & dedication to the dance.
-Ann Cowan, Coordinator

NEFFA Dates and
Volunteering
NEFFA this year will be held on April 14-16, a week
earlier than usual, because of conflicts with Easter and
Passover. NEFFA is an all-volunteer event and counts on
people like you to make it work. If you would like to
volunteer in exchange for admission (four hours gets you
the whole Festival; shorter time periods are pro-rated),
pick up a volunteer flyer at a dance, log on to the NEFFA
on-line volunteer fonn (http://www.ultranet.com/Nneffaj
volunteer.html), or contact Nancy Hanssen by phone at
(508) 875-0382 or by email atneh@world.std.com. (See
additional article on page 13.)

Tuesdays
at the Old Cambridge Baptist Church
Come enjoy with us:

2/29, Sadie Hawkins Day
when the women get to ask because it's Leap Year, and
it falls in a century year only once in four hundred years!
Better get ready! For this dance we have the unmatchable
Einstein's Little Homunculus. We begin with a polka
workshop at 8 PM led by Ann Cowan, followed by an
open mike for callers led by the same. Members dance
from 8-10:30 PM for $5. Free parking is in the lot next
to the church. This one should be fun!
5/30 Memorial Day Picnic It Contra Dance
this time on a Tuesday in Cambridge, instead of a
Saturday at the Scout House in Concord. We'll have one
of our best bands, Swinging On a Gate, with Jim and
Judy and a friend playing great music for an open mike
for callers, led by Ann Cowan. Bring some cool sweets
or savories (we have no kitchen here) to share for a spring
potluck with your friends near Harvard Square at 7 PM
probably outdoors. We'll dance 8-10:30 PM.
This dance also celebrates the 25th anniversary ofthe
CDS Tuesday contra dance!
-Ann Cowan, Producer
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Spotlight on

Earl Gaddis
Music and friendships, linked by strong emotions, are
essential to his world. For many years a cornerstone of
the band Bare Necessities, Earl Gaddis confides that
making music is not work, for otherwise it would not be
called "playing" music.
Earl was born and spent his childhood in Arlington,
Virginia, where he remained through college. When
students in his junior high school were encouraged to
learn an instrument, Earl took up classical violin and
joined the school orchestra.
At George Washington University he majored in
physics, switching to psychology in his senior year. He
was always taking extra courses. Earl also played in the
college orchestra until the overwhelming repertoire of
obscure Russian symphonies became too much for him
and he left it.
By now he was trying to fit all four years of required
psychology courses into his senior year, so music took
a back seat while he obtained his undergraduate degree
in psychology-then pursued a full-time graduate psy
chology program at the University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia, simultaneously auditing engineering courses
at two other universities. After completing his master's
degree in psychology, he studied engineering full-time
until illness prevented him from completing that degree.
Earl always wanted to work with people and with
things, to find some way ofcombining complex technol
ogy with that which is very much about people. In 1969
he came to Boston for a job as a research psychologist,
but within a week had become transformed into a
"design engineer."
Earl had participated in and sometimes played for
international folkdancing in college and graduate school.
On arriving in Boston, he discovered international
folkdancing at MIT. Quite shy, he explored the rich
world of dance rhythms and movements anonymously
amid the throngs in the Sala de Puerto Rico.
A musician friend brought Earl to one of Dudley
Laufman's dances; he was encouraged to sit in with the
band and started playing for contra dances. When
Tuesday contras and squares at the Cambridge YWCA
was desperate for musicians, Earl was recruited, soon
becoming a regular. As word of his musical skill spread,
he was sought for playing at many dances and other
occasions. Playing dance music soon became a major
factor in his life.
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-from Hudson Barn, copyright 1980 by the Boston Centre, Inc.

When a musician was needed for an English dance
performance tape, Susan (now Emily) Ferguson turned
to Earl, who did his best. He played the music in proper
classical style, but had no idea how to give it the
particular kind of lift and drive that English dancing
requires. It became very clear that he would not be able
to play well for English dancing unless he learned how
it felt to dance. So, with Emily's encouragement, he
started attending dances at the Cambridge YWCA on
Wednesday nights. The music was beautiful, but the
dances were confounding. He was unprepared for the
change at the bottom ofa set from active to inactive, and
alternating between threes and twos in a triple-minor
dance was odd and confusing at first. Eventually he got
the hang of it, and the experiences as a dancer provided
an essential understanding of what dancers need from
mUSICIans.
With the downturn in the Route-128 companies,
engineering work became scarce and Earl was laid off.
He took on jobs that nobody else wanted until he could
get established as a self-employed biomedical engineer
ing consultant. He worked successfully in this field for
over a decade.
In 1983 Earl ·left Boston to study visual arts at the
Kansas City Art Institute. This provided a new opportu
nity: to immerse himself totally in the visual arts for a
while, as a balance and complement to the musical part
of his life as an artist. Upon completing the three-year
program, Earl returned to Boston with yet another
degree, now ready to embrace a career as a full-time dance
mUSICIan.
Playing for dances was a turning point in his life.
While studying classical music in his youth, he had been

, . - - - - - - = =- ----- -- ---- -

-~ -- -- -

encouraged to practice playing the music precisely as
written by the composer. Earl tells it best: "I didn't know
that there were alternatives. Your job is to learn to play
the stuff so well and so consistently that you will play it
exactly the same way no matter what is going on around
you. You must not be distracted by sounds and other
things happening in your vicinity. First you learn how to
do it. You do all the studying and all the practicing. After
you've learned how to do it, you play it."
By contrast, in the contradance and English dance en
vironments he was encouraged to perform the music as
soon as he could carry the essentials ofthe tune. As Earl
puts it, "First you play it, because it's just here and it's
your job to play it; then you learn as you go. You're
allowed to make sense of the things that happen while
you're playing and you don't yet know what you're
doing. What I later discovered to be true about dance
music, which was so liberating, was that in the first place
your job is to respond tremendously to everything
happening around you-to what the other musicians are
doing, to what the dancers are doing, to the temperature
of the room-and I've interacted with this so much
better." Earl was particularly impressed by the role of
improvisation, working diligently to sharpen that skill.
He says he had always wanted his life's work to inte
grate his love for people with a deep interest in technical
things. Always expecting to find this integration in the
subject matter ofa career, he stumbled over it in playing
music for dances, which he describes as an immersion in
the process of controlling a very complex piece of
equipment in very precise and subtle ways.
Yet the "product" of this very technical process is a
purely emotional and spiritual one, whose function is to
reach out lovingly to people and move them pro
foundly. It's an honor, he feels, to have people move in
response to his playing-and even pay for their participa
tion, while he's paid to participate. Interaction between
music and dance is about the heart and the spirit, making
it so much fun for both the musicians and the dancers.
Since 1987 Earl has been based in western Massachu
setts. His somewhat fragmented life involves frequent
bookings, with an abundance of annual weekend gigs
and considerable travel. While he loves flying, Earl also
loves to take long car trips by himself to distant venues,
accompanied by books on tape, sometimes covering
3000 miles or more at a jaunt. When not performing or
on the road, he retreats to an apartment in Northampton
overlooking a small public plaza, where he finds solitude

Wednesday English Parties, continued from page 1

As a prelude to NEFFA, we will have a party night on
April 12. NEFFA brings many friends from across the
co un-try to the Boston area. Dancing with them always
makes this evening special.
On April 19, our dance features Susan Kevra. Show
casing leaders from abroad and from our region is one
of the new things we are trying this season. Last fall we '
had Robert Moir from England; Susan will be our
regional caller this year. She is known mostly fur her
contra calling, but she also teaches ECD, working with
Colin Hume and others. If there are other regional
callers that dancers would like to dance with, please let
the English Committee know.
May 17 brings the Open Mike, which is a chance for
dancers to try out their skills as leaders. Callers will be
screened by Helene Cornelius, so anyone who wants to
call a dance should contact Helene Cornelius at least a
month in advance of the event.
The year concludes with our annual end ofthe season
party on June 21.
A number of people have told me in the last year or
so how friendly people are on Wednesday nights, but I
think we can still do better. I've noticed that we still have
people sitting out on the sidelines from time to time.
This isn't deliberate; we just seem to be getting into a
pattern ofasking somebody nearby to dance. So dancers,
raise your sights! Look to the sidelines. Women, if you
see a woman sitting out, suggest to a gentleman that he
ask her to dance. Men, if you see a shy guy on the
sidelines, ask a lady to get him onto the floor. I've been
told of people trying "to do the right thing" but being
intercepted before they reached the side ofthe hall. Let's
be understanding about declining an invitation, so that
someone sitting out can dance.
As ever, if you see a way we can improve what we're
doing or if you have a new programming idea, feel free
to talk to me or any of the other English Dance
Committee members.

-Terry Gatmey, Chair, English Dance Committee

without feeling isolated-this provides awelcome comple
ment to his public performances.

-Epb Weiss
CDS Boston News
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English Country Dance

American Dance

Regular Events

Regular Events

WEDNESDAYS

1st, 3rd, & 5th TUESDAYS

Park Avenue Congregational Church.* 7:30 to
10:30 PM. Through 6/21/2000. Helene Cornelius
with George Fogg, Emily Ferguson, Barbara
Finney, Rich Jackson, Jacqueline Schwab, &
Robin Rogers-Browne. Music: Bare Necessities
(Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Jacqueline
Schwab) & others. $6; $5 CDS members; $3
studentslbeginners

Old Cambridge Baptist Church. * Through June.
Beginners at 7:45, dancing 8:00-10:30 PM. Free
parking next to church. $6; $5 members; $3
students & seniors

FIRST FRIDAYS
For Experienced Dancers. Church of Our Sav
iour. * Oct. thru June. 8:15 to 11 PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with basic English Country
Dance figures. All dances will be taught. $5
March 3: Brad Foster with Jacqueline Schwab
April 7: George Fogg with Jacqueline Schwab
May 5: Emily Ferguson with Jacqueline Schwab
June 2: Boston Centre Leaders with Jacqueline
Schwab

Special Events
The following parties are held at the Park Avenue
Congregational Church*, beginning at 7:30 PM.
$6; $5 CDS members; $3 studentslbeginners
March 22: Spring Equinox Party
April 12: PreNEFFA Party
April 19: Guest caller Susan Kevra
May 17: Open Mike. Contact Helene Cornelius
one month in advance if you wish to call.
June 21: End of Season Party

1st Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor & The Knights
of Tunisia. Sit-ins welcome. Slow Jam, 6:00-7:30
3rd Tuesdays: Open Mike. Steve Boylan, 629
2749, coordinates the open mike. Music by
Cambridge Open Dance Band Society, with guest
musical leaders
5th Tuesdays: Parties at Old Cambridge Baptist
Church. * Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
February 29, Sadie Hawkins Day
Polka workshop at 8 PM, followed by an open
mike for callers led by Ann Cowan. Music by
Einstein's Little Homunculus. Dance 8-10:30
PM. Free parking in lot next to church. $5.
May 30, Memorial Day Picnic/Contra Dance
Open mike for callers, led by Ann Cowan.
Music by Swinging On a Gate, with Jim & Judy
& friend. Bring potluck finger foods (no kitchen
here) at 7 PM-probably outdoors. 8-10:30 PM.
4th Tuesdays: Rennaisance Dance. Old Cam
bridge Baptist Church.* Through May. 7:30-10:00
PM. Various teachers & musicians. $5. Co
sponsored by CDS-Boston & Eclectic Enterprises.
Info: Mike, eclectic@mit.edu or (617) 964-7684

SpeCial Events
at the Concord Scout House*
Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864, unless other
wise noted
Continued on

page 7

For information about CDS Boston-sponsored dances, please call the office at (617) 354-1340, or call the
number of the organizer listed for a particular dance.

'" Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations '"
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave., Cambridge
Church of Our Saviour, Carlton & Monmouth Streets, Brookline
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
6
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American Dance, cont.
April 29, Gala May Day Party
Steve Zakon-Anderson with Kerry Elkin & Mark
Simos. Intermission: Charles River Rapper and
Ha'Penny Morris. Dance 8-11. $6
June 3, Mardi Gras in June
Contra intermingled with Cajun dances. Mary
Desrosiers with Amy Richardson Larkin on fiddle,
Tom Pixton on accordion, and Liza Constable on
guitar. 8-11 PM for $6

Center Outreach: Lilac
Sunday and Waltham Days
Spring is coming, bringing with it Lilac Sunday and
Waltham days-two great opportunities to introduce our
neighbors to Ritual and English Country Dancing.
Lilac Sunday will be on May 21, at the Arnold
Arboretum, Jamaica Plain. Ritual dancers from New
England will converge to celebrate spring. Much of the
dancing will take place in the three pond area ofthe park.
From 12:30 to 1:30 PM, at the three pond area, George
Fogg will lead onlookers in English Country dancing. It
will start with a short demonstration by dancers from our
Wednesday night series, then we'll bring the audience in.
Waltham Days is a week-long event sponsored by cul
tural groups in Waltham. CDS is joining with the Patriot
Girl Scout Council, Rose Galliard, and other ritual teams
to sponsor an evening of dancing on Tuesday, June 6,
from 7:00-8:30 PM, at the Girl Scout Reservation at
Cedar Hill in Waltham, in the ·Great Hall. Barbara
Finney will lead the ECD program. There is plenty of
parking at the site.
The connection between CDS and the Girl Scouts
goes back a long way; Helen Storrow played a key role
in starting both groups. For many years, girls were able
to earn merit badges in ECD; the nearby Girl Scout
Museum has pictures ofgirls doing ritual dancing, as well
as photos of early ECD and Mrs. Storrow. This may be
a chance to breathe some new life into this old alliance.
Cedar Hill reservation is located at 265 Beaver St~, Wal
tham [(781) 893-6113]. A map with the Great Hall can
be found at http://www.ptgirlscouts.orglprops/ch.htm
Please spread the word to your friends. At these events
we always need experienced dancers to help the begin
ners. Ifyou can help, it'll be much appreciated-a lot of
the people trying ECD for the first time are thrilled.

-Terry Gatmey, Chair, English Dance Committee

Summer Camps
Boston Centre Weekends at pinewoods
Contact the CDS office for information on the
First Weekend at Pinewoods, in June, and
the Fourth of July Weekend, from June 30 to
July 3. (There may also be flyers inserted in
this mailing. -Ed.}

Cosponsored by the Boston Centre:
July 3-7, English Scottish Ses.s ion
Staff: Nicolas Broadbridge, Maggie Carch
rie, Yonina Gordon, Robert McOwen, with
music by Peter Barnes, Hanaca Castle,
Earl Gaddis, Susie Petrov, Laura Risk,
Jacqueline Schwab, and Bob Cameron.
$255 or $50 deposit, bal. due on 6/15. Info:
Anne Richardson, (401) 331-3239 or anne
fred @worldnet.att.net

Country Dance and Song Society Weeks
Buffalo Gap, Capon Bridge WV
Dance Week, July 8-15
Family Week, July 15-22
Ogontz, Lyman NH
Family Week, July 29-August 5
Pinewoods, Plymouth MA
Early Music Week, July 15-22
Folk Music Week, July 22-29
Family Week, July 29-August 5
American Dance & Music Week, Aug. 5-12
Also, American Dance Leaders Course
Campers' Week, August 12-19
English & Amer. Dance Week, Aug. 19-26
English Dance Week, August 26-Sept. 2

Summer Jobs at Pinewoods
We are looking for energetic, responsible people to be
part of the 2000 summer crew. Positions which may be
available include grounds crew, cooks, and kitchen aides.
Those with kitchen experience are especially encouraged
to inquire. Full-time crew members work five-day weeks,
live in private cabins, and have access to classes and
activities. Volunteer positions are also available, for three
weeks or longer.
For more infonnation, contact Eileen Callahan, Camp
Manager at Pinewoods Camp, 80 Cornish Field Road,
Plymouth MA 02360; manager@pinewoods.org or (508)

2244858.
CDS Boston News
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OTHER_REGULAR_BOSION_AREA_DANCES
MONDAYS
Contra Dance, Concord Scout House. 7:30-10:30
PM. Various callers & Yankee Ingenuity. Info:
(781) 272-0396 or (781) 259-8442
Scottish Country Dance, Cambridge YWCA.
7:45-10:30 PM. $6. RSCDS. Info: (617) 484-0950
TUESDAYS
2nd & 4th Tue. English Country Dance. (Experi
enced, 5th Tues.) 1st Church of Jamaica Plain,
Centre & Eliot Sts. Michael Cicone & Rob Dob
son, leaders, 7:30-10:00 PM. $5. Info: Michael,
(781) 891-3296, or Rob (781) 271-0356.

THURSDAYS
New England 'Contras & Squares, VFW Hall,
688 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 8-11 PM. $5. Info:
(617) 354-1340, (781) 272-0396, (508) 229-2854,
or http://www.neffa.org/-neffalfhurs.html
Scottish Country Dance. Universalist Church,
211 Bridge St., Salem. 8:00 PM. $2. Info: (978)
745-2229
FRIDAYS
1st or 2nd Fri. Renaissonics. Renaissance dance
for everyone. Jewett Hall, First Church in Cam
bridge, Congregational, 11 Garden Street, Cam
bridge. 7:30 PM. 3/10,4/14,5/12,6/9. Charles
Garth teaching. Info: (617) 661-3353
2nd Fri. Contras, Squares & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. Walter Lenk, music by
O'Connor's Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781 or
(978) 369-1232
3rd Fri. Contras and Squares with Roaring
Jelly. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road,
Lexington MA. Beginners at 7:45, dance 8-11 PM.
Susan Elberger with Debby Knight. $5. Info: (781)
944-3544 or http://www.toc.lcs.mit.edu.-slonim/
rjelly.html

SATURDAYS

Ii

New England Contras & Squares, Concord
Scout House, 74 Walden St. 8-11 PM. $6.
1st Sat., various callers & bands
2nd Sat., Tony Saletan with Concord Country
Dance Band. Info: (978) 369-4462
3rd Sat., Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate.
Info: (980) 667-7459
8
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4th Sat., Walter Lenk with Jack O'Connor and
Debby Knight. Info: (978) 369-1232
1st8at. Contra Dances in Berlin. Berlin Town
Hall, Route 62, Berlin MA. 8:00-11:00 PM. Tony
Saletan and Berlin Country Orchestra. $5. Info:
(978) 838-2104
3rd Sat. New England Squares & Contras.
Studio 665, 665 Salem St. (3rd fl.), Maplewood
Sq., Malden. Cammy Kaynor with Knights of
Tunisia. Instruction 7:00 PM, dance 8:00 PM. $5.
Info: (781) 324-7355
Some Sats. Genderfree Dance. Boston Gay &
Lesbian Contra Dancers. 1st Church of Jamaica
Plain, UU, Eliot & Centre. 7:30-11 PM. 3/11 & 25,
4/8 & 29,5/13 & 27,6/10 & 22. $5 before 8 PM,
$6 after. Info: (617) 522-2216, (617) 522-1115, or
http://www.tiac.net/usersllattellcfd
3rd Sat. Trad. New England Barn Dance.
Central Congregational Church, 85 Seaverns
Ave., Jamaica Plain. 8:00 PM. Contras, squares,
waltzes & polkas; music by Just Plain Folks. $5.
Info: (617) 524-1767

SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carlton & Monmouth St., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM.
Basic & experienced instruction. $4. Info: (617)
325-6657
NEFFAlFolk Arts Center Family Dances.
Concord Scout House, 74 Walden, Concord MA.
2:00-4:00 PM. Music by Cal Howard & friends.
03/19 International with Regina Laskowski &
Marcie Van Cleave. Appropriate for ages 5 and
up. $4; $15 family max. Info: FAC, (617) 491-6083
or NEFFA, (617) 354-1340

EESll~ALS_ &_ Q THE. R _SP..ECJAL._ EY.ENIS.
Call first to check details and directions.

March

April

12 Sunday
19th Cen. Tea Dance Be Work
shop. First Unitarian Society,

8 Saturday
Country Dance'" New York
17th Annual Playford Ball.

W. Newton MA. 2-5 PM. Patti
Pugliese teaching & leading, re
corded music. Refreshments. $5.
Info: eclectic@mit.edu or (617)
964-7684

Congregation Beth Elohim,
Brooklyn. 8 PM to Midnight
Fried de Metz Herman & Paul
Ross with MGM-Mary Lea, Mar
garet Ann Martin, Gene Murrow.
Walk through 3-5 PM, music by
Leah Barkan. Info: registrars Ellie
Hansen & Bob Ehrenburg,
stepstately@juno.com or http://
www.cdny. org

18 Saturday
Spring Fling Benefit Dance.
Sponsored by Greater Providence
Contradance. Oaklawn Grange,
Wheelock St., Cranston RI. 8
PM to midnight. $10. Info:Jeanne
Chapman, (401) 828-3229

18 Saturday
English Country Dance for
All. Munson Library S. Amherst
MA. 8-11 PM. Scott Higgs with
music by Pleasures of the Town.
Info: Mary Jones, (413) 549-8159

19 Sunday
Experienced English Dance.
Munson Lib., S. Amherst MA. 2
5 PM. Scott Higgs calling with
Margaret Ann Martin, Earl
Gaddis, and Lise Brown. $8. Info:
Mary Jones, (413) 549-8159

19 Sunday
Scottish and English Country
Dancing. The Portsmouth Ball
room, Portsmouth NH. 7-9:30
PM. Marianne Taylor & the
White Cockade. $6; $5 mem
bers. Info: Marianne Taylor,
taylorgorman@juno.comor(603)
463-7771

9 Sunday
Ragtime Tea Dance. First Uni
tarian Society, W. Newton MA.
2-5 PM. Roberta Tovey teaching
with Charles Worsley, recorded
music. Refreshments. $5. Info:
(617) 964-7684, eclectic@mit.edu

night. Helen Davenport & Roselle
Mcdonald with Norb Spencer,
Margaret Ann Martin, Dave Lang
ford, & Chris Rua. Info: Helen,
dancerhiker@Yahoo.com or (860)
285-8694

21 Sunday
New Hampshire's English
Spring Ball. Lake Shore Farm,
Northwood NH. Dinner 4 PM,
dancing 6-9:30. Susan Kevra with
Pleasures ofthe Town. Dinner &
dance $28, dance only$17. Info:
Marianne, (603) 463-7771 or
taylorgonnan@juno.com; David,
dbateman@net1plus.com or
(603) 886-5071;Judith, (603) 934
2543 or jnoska@cyberportal.net
or (603) 934-2543, or Dot & Lee,
LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net or (603)
742-2303

28 Sunday
Brattleboro Dawn Dance.

14-16
New England Folk Festival.
Natick High School, Natick MA.
Info: NEFFA, (617) 354-1340

28-30
13th Annual Fried-for-All.
Lenox MA. For experienced En
glish dancers. $80 before 3/10;
$85 after. Music by MGM. Info:
Judy, jbgrun@aol.com or (518)
758-1645; or Julie, at jraskin
@wmht.org

May
13 Saturday
Hartford Ball. Sponsored by
Reel Nutmeg. West Hartford
Town Hall, W. Hartford CT.
Workshop 3-5 PM, ball 8-mid

Gibson-Aiken Center, 207 Main
Str. (Rt. 5), Brattleboro vr. En
glish dancing 3-6 PM; contras, 8
PM to 7 AM. Tickets recom
mended. Info: (802) 257-1819,
(802) 257-1571, (802) 257-1006
or DawnDance@northwnd.com;
www.nrthwnd.com/dawndance/

June
17 Saturday
Cohasset Common Fiddlers'
Gathering. South Shore Art Cen
ter, Cohasset MA. Info: Dillon
Bustin, dbustin@ssac.org or (781)
383-2787

CDS Boston News
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OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA
Please call the info number to confirm date, time, and place.
MONDAYS
English Country Dancing. Munson Library,
Solith Amherst. Aobin Hayden, Mary Jones and
Joyce Crouch. Always live music. All dances
taught; beginners welcome. $5. Info: (413) 256
8260 or (413) 549-8159

FRIDAYS
3rd Fri. Contra Dance at the Guiding Star
Grange. 401 Chapman St., Greenfield MA. 8 PM
midnight. Susan Kevra calling. $6. Info: (802) 254

Portsmouth. 3rd Sunday year round. Ports
mouth Ballroom, Vaughn Mall and Fleet Street.
7-9:30 PM
East Alstead. Varied schedule. Orchard
School. Info: (603) 756-3412
(603) 463-7771 or taylorgorman@juno.c
(603) 886-5071 or dbateman@sanders.com
(603) 934-2543 or jnoska@cyberportal.net
(603) 742-2303 or LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net

2874 or btomczak@sover.net

English Country Dance on Cape Cod. 1st & 3rd
Fridays in Nov., Dec., Jan, Feb., & Mar.; 2nd &
4th Fridays in April & May. West Barnstable
Community Building, Aoute 149, W. Barnstable
MA. 7:30 PM. $4. Info: (508) 362-9570

~~l n!t

SAllRlAVS
1st Sat. English Country Dancing. Munson
Library, S. Amherst MA. 8 to 10:30 PM. Called by
Helen Davenport. Music by Van Kaynor and Up A
Double. $6. Info: (413) 549-1913 or (860) 285
8694
3rd Sat. English Country Dance, sponsored by
Pleasures of the Town. Munson Library, S. Am
herst MA. 8-11 PM. $7. Various callers. Music by
Pleasures of the Town (Doug Creighton, flute and
melodeon; Joyce Crouch, piano; Ted Ehrhard,
fiddle). Info: joycecrouch@compuserve.com

March 18 Scott Higgs
April 15 Brad Foster
May 20 Gene Murrow
June 17 Brad Foster
Greater Providence Contradance. Oaklawn
Grange, Wheelock St., Cranston AI. 8:00-11 :00
PM. 3/18 Spring Fling Benefit Dance 8-midnight,
No April (NEFFA weekend), 5/27, 6/17. $6. Info:
(401) 828-3229

SUNDAYS
English Country Dance in New Hampshire.
Sponsored by the NH English Country Dance So
ciety with funding from CDS Boston Centre. All $6

Concord. 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June. 6:30-9:30
PM. On grounds of old New Hampshire Hospi
tal, 105 Pleasant St.
10
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CDSS Library and
Archives
The CDSS Library and Archives is part of the New
Hampshire Library of Traditional Music and Dance at
the University of New Hampshire in Durham. The
library can be reached at new email and webpage
addresses:
Web: www.izaak.unh.edu/nhltmd/
Email: library.special collections@unh.edu
This special collection, created in 1992, seeks to
consolidate unique music collections, mostly English
and American country dance and folk music, and
includes contributions from both individuals and orga
nizations. It contains books, periodicals, printed music,
recordings, photographs, and archival materials, with
resources from 18th C. manuscript scores to handbooks
that teach square dancing to the physically challenged.
Collections include those of Dudley Laufinan, Ralph
Page, Ted Sannella, and Win Tilley, as well as numerous
books, recordings, and archives from CDSS and a
Scottish country dance collection from Dorothy and
Clifford Blanchard.
For further information, write NHLTMD, 18 Library
Way, Durham NH 03824, phone (603) 862-2714, or see
email above.

-from the CDSS News, Jan/Feb. 2000

For Those Who Like to Travel
OllrSIOE_ NEW_ ENG.LAND

March
18 Saturday
English Country Dance for
Experienced Dancers. Sligo
Middle School, Silver Spring MD.
8:15-11 PM. George Fogg with
Peascods Gathering. $6. Info:
Karla, (301) 577-5018; Millie (703)
560-0069; Shirl, (410) 730-3010

April
7-9
Cascade Contras. Sky Camp,
45 min. SE of Eugene OR Becky
Hill and Laura Taylor with Reck
less Abandon and KGB. Info:
Merrie Sennett, (541) 343-0397

May
20 Saturday
Washington Spring Ball. M u
sic by Liz Donaldson, piano &

accordion, Marty Taylor, flute &
concertina, and fiddle player Elke
Baker, National Champion Scot
tish fiddler. Afternoon practice,
local hospitality. Info: Roger W.
Broseus <Roger@just.net>

June
2S-July 1
Bob Dalsemer's 9th Annual
Dance Callers' Week. John C.
Campbell Folk School, Brass
town NC. Info: (800) 365-5724
or bob@folkschool.com

July
16-22
6th Annual Contra Dance
Musicians' Week. John C.
Campbell Folk School, Brass
town NC. Staff. Sam Bartlett,
David Kaynor, Bob Pasquarello,
& Cathie Whitesides. Info:

bob@folkschool.com or (800)
365-5724

September
9 Saturday
Dances-with-a-Difference
Ball. First event in a new series:
"Dances from Modem Sources."
Victoria Hall, Tring, Hertford
shire (about 25 miles north of
London). Afternoon workshop
beginning 4:30 PM. Ball, 7:30-11
PM. Colin Hume and The Fal
coners. Preregistration only.
imcf@biclab.force9.co.ukorsend
SASE to Ian and Val McFarlane,
107 Holtspur Top Lane, Bea
consfield, Bucks, HP9 1DT, UK
Info: http://www.biclab.co.uk/
dwadball

From CDSS: Dance Week at Buffalo Gap
We are very excited about the program which is
shaping up for this coming summer at Buffalo Gap
Camp in Capon Bridge, West Virginia, and we'd like to
get the word out to as many people as possible. This will
be our 11 th year at the camp, a lovely place to dance and
make music, to relax and make new friends. Dance Week
will be held from July 8-15.
This summer's Program Director is dance caller,
organizer, singer, and morris dancer Alisa Dodson.
Alisa was an active member of the Bay Area Country
Dance Society in San Francisco from 1980 until her
recent move to Colorado Springs CO. A founding
member of Mayfield Morris and Sword, she's taught
morris and mumming workshops across the country.
She recently completed two years as program director for
BACDS's English week at Mendocino Camp and is a
past member of the CDSS Board.

Alisa has hired an experienced and entertaining staff
for the week, including Cis Hinkle (Contras, squares, &
calling workshops), Helene Cornelius (English coun
try), Kari Smith (English clog, Northwest morris,
longsword), and Doug Olsen (singing). Musicians are
Jonathan Jensen, David Weisler, Daron Douglas,
Earl Gaddis, Paul Eric Smith, and Allen Dodson.
You won't want to miss a rewarding week.
For additional infonnation, contact Steve Howe at
(413) 268-7426 x3 or camp@cdss.org. For the latest news
see our web page - www.cdss.org
Country Dance and Song Society
PO Box 338/132 Main St.
Haydenville MA 01039-0338
Fax: (413) 268-7471
Phone: (413) 268-7426
office@cdss.org sales@cdss.org
camp@cdss.org
CDS Boston News
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· Interested in producing a dance?
CDS is looking for producers for this fall's two First
Saturday Dances, September 7th and December 2nd, at
the Scout House in Concord.
This is an opportunity to develop and organize a
dance with the support of CDS, within the CDS dance
traditions. Responsibilities include preparing a proposal
and budget to submit to the CDS board; choosing and
hiring the band and caller(s), working with them as
necessary; organizing refreshments and decorations;

preparing publicity; and managing the money (taking
money at the door, paying the band and caller(s), and
submitting a report of expenses and income to CDS).
Please have your proposal to the board by the Annual
Meeting, March 22. Contact the NEDC co-chair Chris
Reynolds, EDC chair Terry Gaffney, or other CDS board
members for further information. We look forward to
your proposals.

-Chris Reynolds

Grants Committee Report
The discussion centered on the past activity and the
future direction ofthe Committee. The members present
were Anne Richardson (chairperson), Marianne Taylor,
Robin Rogers-Browne, and Ralph Jones. All of the
committee members are new, and no earlier records have
been passed on. (Adam MoscoWitz was appointed to the
committee after this meeting had taken place.)
The purpose of the committee is to review applica
tions for grant money, to be used in fulfilling the aim of
the Society · of introducing knowledge and love of
traditional dancing to more people in New England. The
questions before us were how to spread knowledge ofthe
availability ofgrant monies for these purposes, as well as
what was the best way for persons to apply for these
monies and for us to choose grant recipients. We knew
offourprevious grants, which gave us (and will give grant
applicants) an idea of the kinds of activities that will be
considered:
A grant was given to cover the costs of running an
English dance series in Portsmouth NH. It supple
mented the attendance monies to pay for hall and
staff. The series was successful. An enthusiastic group
is enjoying regular evening dances, and the number of
attendees is growing slowly. The series will continue.
A grant had been given to Ann Cowan, to supplement
the admission monies for a contra dance series at MIT.
Attendance at this series is growing slowly also and
hopefully developing into a more independent group.
A grant was given to the ritual dance group, Orion, to
defray some of the costs of attending a sword ale in
England. In return for this grant, the group ran a
workshop in Arlington, teaching one of the dances
they had learned on their trip to an enthusiastic group

of dancers from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island.
A contribution was made to the Toronto CDS, to
assist with the expenses for a visit from Philippe
Callens last year. He also called in Boston.
Since each group has such specialized needs, there is
no standardized method for applications. The Commit
tee decided that the best procedure is to infonn people
ofthe availablityoffunds by publishing this report in the
Society's newsletter with examp'Ies of activities that
could be funded, and suggesting that interested parties
should apply in writing to the Committee.
Any requests must include a plan showing how the
funds would be used, by including a comprehensive
budget and detailing how the activity would further the
Society's aims of spreading knowledge of traditional
music and dancing in New England.
Ifthe planned activity includes travel to areas outside
New England for attendance at workshops or festivals,
the Society would expect a workshop or demonstration
in our area upon return ofthe individual or group (as was
done by Orion), or a full report submitted in a timely
fashion to the Society's newsletter, or both. The type of
reciprocation should be detailed in the grant proposal.
Any individual or group may apply for a grant. The
full Committee will consider each application on its
merits, and grants will be allocated according to the
Committee's opinion of the relevance of the activity to
the Society and the amount ofmoney currently available
for disbursement. Applications should be mailed to
Anne Richardson, 40 Memorial Road, Providence RI
02906, well in advance of any planned activity, to give
time for Committee deliberations.

-Anne Richardson
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Boston Centre's CDs

NEFFA Call for Volunteers

The second entry in the Boston Centre's English
Country Dance Collection is now available. This record
ing has beautiful arrangements by Bare Necessities for
the following tunes, in dance-length renditions:
Lilliburlero, Up With Aily, Bonny Cuckoo, Trip to
Paris, Punchbowl, Kelsteme Gardens, Dublin Bay,
Fair and Softly, From Aberdeen, Wibsey Roundabout,
Elverton Grove, Bellamira, Prince William, Smithy
Hill

The New England Folk Festival is coming on April
14th, 15th, and 16th. It needs people for sound, setup,

The recording is titled "More Favorites of the Boston
Centre." You can get samples of this and the Volume 1
at http://www.ultranet.com#vshelagh/recordingl
Cotswold Music (UK) and the Country Dance and
Song Society will be stocking this item, in addition to the
musicians and producer (Gene Murrow).

-Dan Pearl

Fourth Tuesday
Renaissance Dance

strike, and setup and striking oflighting, not to mention
for those other jobs, like hospitality, tickets, safety, and
parking. Contact Nancy Hanssen at neh@world.std.com
for those jobs.
I'm looking for people to do what is known in theatre
as "tech". These jobs often require people to work before
the festival or to have some minimal special knowledge.
This year things are different. Because of Easter, the
date was moved up a week, to be at the beginning ofthe
school's spring break rather than the end, so our access
to the school before the Festival is limited. We expect
some load-in and limited set-up to take place Wednesday
and Thursday, the 12th and 13th, but most setup will
take place Friday the 14th, starting at 3:00.
In particular, we need people to assemble stages, hang
curtains, hang lights, focus lights, move pianos, set up
tables and chairs, hang clocks, hang signs, move and set
up sound equipment.
At the end ofthe festival, Sunday evening, we will need
to reverse the process. People don't sign up for strike in
advance, so often we have a few people there till 9 or later;
we need people who can stay till 7 or 8-ifenough people
stay till 8, no one will have to stay till 9. Strike generally
requires little or no previous experience.
During the festival itself, we will need people to run
sound equipment. Our volunteer sound needs are:

Ongoing at the beautiful Gothic Revival Old Cam
bridge Baptist Church are Fourth Tuesday Renaissance
Dances. Co-sponsored by the Country Dance Society,
Boston Centre, and Eclectic Enterprises, any profits go
to the musicians and teachers.
The earliest dances that we have written descriptions
ofdate back to 15th century Renaissance Europe. By the
16th century, quite a few dance manuals had been
written, by French and Italian Dance Masters. Addition
ally, some records written by non-dancemasters exist,
such as the Inns at Court manuscript, which some
scholars think reflects the evolution of what became
English Country Dance. These are the dances that
preceded ECD, and some similarities and many differ
ences exist.
At our dance, we will look at a variety of these early
dances and at some of the earlier Playford dances. Some
of these dances are quiet, stately dances, some are
energetic leaping dances, and formations vary. We
feature various musicians and instructors from
Cambridge's active Early Music community.
The dances are from 7:30-10pm every fourth Tuesday.
Tasty period-style refreshments are provided; a $5 donation
is requested. Info: eclectic@mit.edu or (617) 964-7684.

We particularly need stage managers who are also dan
cers; it's helpful to engineers to get advice from someone
who can evaluate the music from the view of a dancer.
We will shortly be sending out a packet with the pro
gram, a volunteer form, etc., to anyone who is already on
our list. Ifyou want to volunteer to do sound, etc., send
this info to judy.schaffer@aspect.com, who is my volun
teer coordinator this year. Please include snailmail
address, email address, phone number, and fax.

-Mike Bergman

-Mike Bergman

Engineer/stage managers: 8-channel systems (mostly
Entertainers) in small concert venues. Some experi
ence needed; taking one of our workshops is usually
sufficient. Ability to interact well with performers and
audience is necessary.
Stage managers: control performers and assist engi
neers in larger dance venues. Some sound experience
helpful, not required; taking one of our workshops is
sufficient. Ability to interact well with performers and
engineers is crucial.

CDS Boston News
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Deadlines for Summer issue
(covering late May through September 2(00)

Editorial and calendar: May 1st; inserts/flyers, May 10th
Please be prompt!

CDS Boston
Centre Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

Meetings are open. All members
are welcome, but please call the
office at (617) 354-1340 to obtain
date, time, and place.

Ifyou are planning an event or have
some other matter that requires con
sideration by the CDS Board, please
send a one- or two-page summary to:

Board of Directors
New England Dance Com
mittee

Margaret Keller
149 Stimson St.
West Roxbury MA 02132
or
mskeller@MIT.EDU

English Dance Committee
by the first Wednesday ofthe mon th
for consideration at the subsequent
meeting.
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News Needed
Ifyou are planning an event, write it
up! Send articles or announcements,
preferably bye-mail with NO for
matting or attachments to:
lyri@yahoo.com
or by mail to:

Lyrl Ahern, Editor
298 Central Street
Acton MA 01720-2444
Phone Art Anger, (781) 899-8702
(home) or (617) 253-7044 (work), to
arrange delivery of mailing inserts.

Deadline for Fall Newsletter: August P\ 2000. Details, back page.

CDS/NEFFAIFAC Seek
New Office Space
We have recently received word that we must vacate
the Masonic Temple offices of CDS/NEFFA/FAC by
September 1, 2000. CDS has formed a committee to find
a new space and help with the orderly progress of the
move. We need suggestions for possible inexpensive
space. Our guesstimate ofour needs is at least 10 x 20 feet
for office space, with a further lOx 10 feet for storage
space. We'd be glad to investigate any space you may
know of Con-tact Mary Stafford (mes@world.std.com),
Nora Daoud (nora@world.std.com), or George Fogg
(gafogg@juno.com) with suggestions and information.

ECD Summer Dances
Come to the Park Avenue Congregational Church at
7:30 PM on four evenings this summer to enjoy special
English country dances. Two will feature our own Bos
ton Centre callers, Barbara Finney onJuly 26 and Helene
Cornelius on August 23. The dance on July 12 will
showcase Nicolas Broadbridge from the UK Instrumen
tal in the celebration ofPurcell' s 300th anniversary a few
years ago, he held a big ball with dances to Purcell tunes.
Philippe Callens will be over from Belgium, calling for
us on August 9. Many ofyou are familiar with his cleverly
devised dances and will remember the workshop and
party he called for us in March 1999.

CDS Boston Events on page 6
Other events on page 8-11

Address for News items on page 12

From the President
As President, I am honored to welcome our new
members of the Board of Directors of the Country
Dance Society, Boston Centre.
The Society is in good hands with our President Elect.
Mary Stafford joins the Board in that capacity and has
jumped right in, helping to lead the way for our up
coming office move, along with other issues. I applaud
and appreciate her efforts greatly.
Mark Jones was elected Treasurer, continuing the
wonderful work by Ralph Jones. Mark has worked hard
to get up to speed not only on process, but also on
understanding the big picture of our finances and
investments. I would like to thank both Mark and Ralph
for a smooth transition in this important job for CDS.
Ann Cowan has taken on the task ofSecretary, com
pleting the term of Alison Woodman. Again, she has
immediately begun her responsibilities concerning offi
cial records and minutes of our meetings.
LyrlAhern,Judy Erickson, Leslie Lassiter, and Edmund
Robinson are our new Directors. We welcome Jean
Farrington back as a Director as well.
At the first meeting ofthe new Board, I was so pleased
to hear the good questions and thoughtful input by our
new members, and I hope you will join me in offering
sincere appreciation for all of these key volunteers.
As for our upcoming summer programs, I encourage
you to attend one or more of our exciting sumlner
weekend programs at Pinewoods. They offer sometb~ng
for everyone. For more information, please check our
website, www.cds-boston.org for details and registration
information. We have some very dedicated Board mem
bers who have put significant time and effort into
making the CDS website helpful and up-to-date. I urge
you to check it out.
Continued on palge 2

From the President, continued from page 1

Sound Systems Workshop Planned
A 3- to 4-hour workshop for persons interested in

The English dancers among us look forward to four
summer dances, with Helene Cornelius, Barbara Finney,
Nicolas Broadbridge, and Phillipe Callens calling. We
thank Helene for her work in organizing these.
The MIT contra series, organized by Ann Cowan, con
tinues through the summer, co-sponsored by CDS
Boston and the MIT Folk Club.
Thanks again to all those whose time and energy
makes CDS a strong organization.
-Margaret Keller

learning to set up and run sound systems for dances will
be given, probably on September 16th, by Dan Pearl.
Further details will be available soon, but because the
workshop will be limited, we'd like those interested in
attending to contact the coordinator, Mary Stafford, as
soon as possible. Mary can be reached by email at
mes@world.std.com or by phone at 617/782-7266.

Third and Fifth Tuesdays
Spring Contras At the
Scout House
The Pre-May Day Contra Dance on April 29 with
a great caller, Steve Zakon-Anderson, and the dynamic
duo of fiddler Kerry Elkin and guitarist Mark Simos,
together with 160 dancers, filled the hall for a satisfYing
evening of dancing. Ha'Penny Morris, led by Margaret
Keller, performed during the intermission. Thanks for
help from Art Anger and Cal Howard.
Our Fifth Saturday Series, ofwhich the above is the
last of this year, has been doing very well, averaging an
attendance ofabout 170 (range 140-200) for the last three
years, about 30% above the previous three.
June 3 will be our third Mardi Gras in June! A contra
dance with Cajun interludes will feature music by Amy
Larkin, fiddle; Liza Constable, guitar; and Tom Pixton,
accordion. Contras will be called by Mary Desrosiers.
Bring masks and beads, friends and good humor for a
good time. Join us for special refreshments. The party
starts at 8-11 PM and costs only $6-0ur last dance this
season here.
Think ahead to great new things!
September 30 kicks offa celebration ofthe new season
with the Harvest Moon Ball. Lisa Greenleaf and
another will call, and there will be two bands. Dance
from 5-11 PM to great music and calling. Watch for a
flyer with details finalizing this dance. Come from 5-11
PM for six hours of dancing for $12.

-Ann Cowan, Producer

Our much appreciated Open Mikes on third and fifth
Tuesdays at the Old Cambridge Baptist Church have run
since September and will continue though June with a
wide .variety of dedicated musicians in our bands, pro
viding fine music for our callers and dancers. Join us at
the OCBC from 8-10:30 PM.
The June 20 dance will be a regular Third Tuesday
Open Mike, Steve Boylan, coordinator. Prospective cal
lers are encouraged to contact him at (617) 629-2749 and
come early to the 8 PM dance. The band includes Dave
Titus, fiddle, and Deborah Gerstein, piano.
The Fifth Tuesday dance on May 30 will be a special
reunion dance, celebrating the Memorial Day and the
Twenty Fifth Anniversary ofthe Tuesday Dance, coordi
nated by Ann Cowan. We hope anyone who has at
tended over the twenty five years will come celebrate with
us. We begin with a pot-luck~' outside, weather permit
ting, at 7:00 PM, with an open mike dance at 8:00 PM.
Music will be by Swinging on a Gate, with fiddler Lissa
Schneckenberger. Free parking next to the church.
We thank the callers and bands, without whom there
would not have been a dance. Regular callers have been
Steve Boylan, Ann Cowan, Angel Roman, LauraJohannes.
Others include Leslie Lasseter and Leonard Lu. Bands
that have played for us during this past year have been
John Chambers and Klezmer Friends xl, The Last Gaspe,
Carol Kycia and Cal Howard, John Chambers and Bill
Possi, Dave Titus and Judy Francis, and Cathy Mason
and Erica Weiss.
We also thank those who helped us with sound,
refreshments, door sitting, and closing: Art Anger, Steve
Boylan, Andy Koehler, Julie Owen, Leonard Lu, and
Susan Freireich. Ann Cowan did booking and publicity.

-Ann Cowan, Booking Agent & Producer

>:-N 0 kitchen available
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A Workshop in ECD as
Described in 1685 by
Andre Lorin

Contra Dance for All at MIT:
Spring and Summer Dances
This series of contra dances, co-sponsored by CDS
Boston and the MIT Folk Dance Club, will continue to
be held on second and fourth Tuesdays at MIT through
the spring and summer. Each session is led by a different
caller and accompanied by a different group of musi
cians. Sit-in musicians are welcome at most dances; new
callers are encouraged. All dancers-from MIT and the
community-are welcome. Admission is free for MIT
students; non-students, $4. Free parking in Kresge lot.
Accessible by bus #1. Call (617)354-0864 or see http://
web.mit.edu/fdc/www/comtra.html.
Upcoming dances through the summer will celebrate
Flag Day, Summer Solstice, and a Sun Fiesta with help
ofvarious callers, including Linda Leslie, and musicians,
including Karol Kycia, Vmce O'Donnell, and Roaring
Jelly. September will offer two Beginner Nights to wel
come new students with the new semester. Lissa
Schneckenberger plays fiddle on September 12. Sit-in
muscians welcome.
See page 6 for schedule.
This series has been made possible by the contribu
tions of a large number of people. The callers who
participated this past year are Dan Pearl, Linda Leslie,
Tony Saletan, Rick Mohr, Carol Ormand, Chris Ricciotti,
Jacob Bloom, Steve Boylan, Ann Cowan, Angel Roman,
Laura Johannes, Erica Weiss, Michael Kerry, Leslie
Lassetter, and Rick Frank. The most active musicians
were Lissa Schneckenberger, Cal Howard, and Terry
Traub, withJohn Chambers, Ben Pasamanick, Maryanne
Cygne!, Pigs Eye Landing, Einstein's Little HQITlunculus,
the Dixie Butterhounds, Eric Merrill, Bill Possi, Carol
Kycia, Dave Titus, Michael Kerry, Sylvia Miskoe, Robin
Kynoch, and Susan Janssen. Organizers Art Anger, Julie
Owen, Larry Stone, and I, with co-sponsorship and
facilities from the MIT Folk Dance Club, made it all
possible.

-Ann Cowan, Dance Coordinator

After Isaac introduced English country dance to the
French court in 1683, Louis XIV sent his dancing master,
Andre Lorin, to collect "the best" dances of England.
After returning, Lorin prepared a manuscript ofthirteen
dances, including the familiar "Christchurch Bells."
Andre Lorin was the first person to write a manual on
Country Dance, to diagram the figures for ECD, and to
specifY French dance steps throughout the dances, al
though he did not describe the steps. His material was
adapted to the tastes of the French Court, not a des
cription of the dances as actually done in England.
After ten years' of work, a book will soon be published
by Pendragon Press on Lorin's manuscript, Livre de
Contredance, edited by Julia Sutton. A facsimile edition,
including commentaries and work by various experts in
the field (including Kitty Keller, Carol Marsh, Christine
Helwig, and Francis Worrell), it will also contain a com
plete transcription and translation of the manual and
English instructions for the dances.
On June 13, Dr. Sutton will lead an advanced work
shop on the material. Not entirely by coincidence, it will
take place during Ken Pierce's Summer Renaissance &
Baroque Dance Week at Longy.
Dr. Sutton will talk about Lorin's manuscript-its
oddities, its significance, its influence, and what it may
or may not be telling us about ECD as done in England
at that time. We will dance Lorin's version of "Christ
church Bells" (with walking steps) and compare it to
Playford's. We will then try it with Lorin's steps as well.
Ken Pierce and Barbara Finney will assist Dr. Sutton
as demonstrators. Ken Pierce teaches Baroque and Re
naissance Dance at Longy School ofMusic. Barbara Fin
ney is a local ECD dance teacher and leader and long
time member of the Boston Centre. A demonstration
group of Ken's students will show us the whole dance.
Dr. Julia Sutton is a world-renowned dance historian
who lives here in the Boston area. She has been an avid
folk .dancer from the age of 10 and a longtime member
of CDS Boston and FAC.
Music will be by John Tyson and friends. Join us at
8:00 PM for an interesting evening. For more informa
tion, contact Mike Bergman, organizer, at (617) 964
7684 or eclectic@mit.edu.

-LyrJ Ahem,
with Mike Bergman and Julia Sutton
CDS Boston News
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The Planning of the Boston Centre's
Weekend at Pinewoods, from Early

Board of Directors' Minutes
1937
October 16
It was suggested by Mrs. Storrow that the camp should
be used more for weekends during the summer months,
for those who cannot attend the two-weeks summer
school in August. It was suggested that the weekend be
definitely planned in the first part ofJuly or the latter part
ofJune . Mrs. Richard [Lily] Conant was appointed chair
man ofthe committee to consider the further use ofthe
camp at Long Pond.

1938
January 31
The Executive Committee seemed interested in the pos
sibility ofhaving a dancing weekend in the early summer
at Long Pond. May 30 and June 17 were mentioned, but
it seemed to be the feeling that many people had definite
plans for these holidays and that it might be more suc
cessful on some other weekend. The tentative cost ofthe
weekend would be $5 for board, $2 for a room for a single
person, and $3 for a couple, plus tuition to the classes;
the total cost per person might be $10 for a holiday week
end. The camp could not function with less than 24
people there.

April 14
It was decided that without Mrs. Conant's help and with
the office closing June 1st, it would be too difficult to
have a dancing weekend in June at Long Pond.
May 22
It was decided that we have a dancing weekend at Long
Pond, August 4, 5, 6. TIle numbers will be limited to 30
and will be called a house party. The approximate charge
will be $10 a person.
October 2
The proposed Long Pond weekend was begun too late
this last year, and a committee will be appointed at the
November meeting to plan for 1940 summer weekend.

November 6
Committee for weekend: Miss Chapin, Mrs. Conant,
and several other persons from Boston Centre.
December 4
The dates decided upon as best for the Long Pond
weekend are June 28-30 (1st choice) and June 21-23 (2nd
choice). The fee for the weekend would be $10 a person,
and the committee should support the project.

1940

February 14

January 8
It was decided to use the first choice in dates proposed
at the last executive meeting, i. e. June 28-July 1 (Friday
night through Sunday night).
February 5
Mrs. Conant suggested $1 be asked for registration fee.
The necessary fee is $10 for room and board-$7 for
expenses at the camp and $3 to the Society. If36 people
are assured, the weekend will pay.
Special pamphlet being prepared. Will be mailed out
about the middle of May.
September 30
Forty six people attended-33 paid full amount. It was
definitely successful enough from the point of view of
itself and 1940 Summer School to repeat it another
summer.

Should Boston Centre have weekend of dancing this
summer at Long Pond? A letter from New York said that

1941

if we would take the responsibility, Headquarters ap
proved that the Boston Centre should hold such a week
end at Long Pond and to let them know about the date
as soon as it is decided. The tentative dates were Jlme 17
and 24, and the office was to consult Mrs. Conant in
regard to these dates.

February 3
The committee voted that the Boston Centre should run
another weekend of dancing at Long Pond because the
first one held last year was so successful. It was agreed
that it should be about the same relative time-the last
weekend in June.

April 14
It seemed impossible to plan for a dancing weekend at
Long Pond for this spring, and it will be postponed until
some later time.

1939
January 18
The question of a Long Pond weekend for Boston and
other dancers to take place not later than the 4th ofJuly
will be discussed at another meeting.
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March 3
It was voted to use the 1940 folder, adding the name of
the Society to it.

April 7
Budget for Long Pond weekend submitted, based on 50
paying people.
Sept. 29
66 in attendance.

1942
Feb 27
Agreed unanimously that the Centre should hold a
weekend of dancing from Friday evening, June 26, to
Monday morning,June 29, 1942. Camp would need to
receive $8 for board from each person because ofthe rise
in food prices.
May12
Voted to keep the same fee of $10.

1943
April 6
Long Pond has seemed the most advisable place for a
weekend of dancing, because ofits proximity to the wa
ter and its traditional recognition as the highlight ofthe
Boston activities. The problems which might occur this
year to make it an impossibility are the fact that it is in
the dim-out area, and the questions of sufficient food
and adequate help.
May 11
The final decision of holding a weekend will rest with
Mrs. Conant.
From Annual Reports
1939-1940
From June 28-July 1, 1940 for the first time the Society
conducted a weekend of dance and song at Pinewoods
Camp, Plymouth, Massachusetts, attended by about 45
people. It seemed to be greatly enjoyed and worthy of
continuance another summer.
1942-1943
It is to be regretted that due to war conditions, the
Boston Centre weekend of dancing was necessarily
omitted, causing loss of the pleasure and income to the
Centre.
1943-1944
As a result of canvassing the members' interests, it was
decided to conduct a weekend ofdancing at Long Pond
from August 4-5, 1944.

A Response to the Playford Ball
This year, many people had a wonderful time at the
Playford Ball. For me, however, it was the most un
enjoyable Ball rve been to, and I probably will not go
next year because of what happened this year.
Ofthe 21 dances, I danced 9 dances with men, sat out
at least 5 dances, and danced the rest with women.
Dancing with other women is okay at the regular Wed
nesday dances, but at a special dress-up event like the
Ball, being forced to dance with same-sex partners or sit
out for more than half the dance is unacceptable.
Only 3 men asked me to dance because they wanted
to dance with me, two others asked because I was next
to them in the set, and I found two wandering about in
the mad rush after the end ofa dance. Once I was the last
person in the hall to get a partner.
I asked one man to dance, but he already had a part
ner. As if on cue, said partner walked by with another
man, appologizing, saying that she thought he had for
gotten that they had pre booked, so she had found an
other partner. He then took off to find himself another
partner, apparently forgetting that I was standing next to
him and had asked him to dance only seconds earlier.
I sat out 3 of the last 4 dances, not by choice. One
possible partner was sitting it out, with a partner lined up
for the next dance. By the time that exchange was over,
it was too late to find another partner. I would have left
then, but felt obligated to stay until the end.
I do not believe there was a problem finding partners
for women from out of town or those seldom seen at
Wednesday dances; on the contrary, they were the ones
that men didn't want to miss dancing with. We who
regularly attend the weekly dances were left sitting on the
sidelines. I felt as if I'm not thought of as a member of
this dance community by many in it.
To be fair, I had no problem finding partners at the
Friday dance or the afternoon practice session. I wonder
if I'm someone people are happy to dance with at every
day events, but not someone people want to dance with
on special occasions. Other women also felt quite left
out at times during the BalL
I hope that people were just rude, insensitive, or for
getful that people on the sidelines might want to dance.
If so, it can be changed, both at the weekly dances and
at special events. If it's personal, fixing things doesdt
seem so clear--cut. I really don't know what to do.

-Anonymous
Responses solicited. (Ed.)

-Gathered from our archives by George Fogg
CDS Boston News
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CDS BOSTON CENTRE EVENTS

English Country Dance

American Dance

Regular Events

Regular Events

WEDNESDAYS
Park Avenue Congregational Church.* 7:30 to
10:30 PM. Through 6/21. Helene Cornelius with
George Fogg, Emily Ferguson, Barbara Finney,
Rich Jackson, Jacqueline Schwab, & Robin
Rogers-Browne. Music: Bare Necessities (Peter
Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Jacqueline
Schwab) & others. $6; $5 CDS members; $3
studentslbegi nne rs
FIRST FRIDAYS
For Experienced Dancers. Church of Our Sav
iour. * Oct. thru June. 8:15 to 11 PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with basic English Country
Dance figures. All dances will be taught. $5
June 2: Boston Centre Leaders with Jacqueline
Schwab

Special Events
Park Avenue Congregational Church,* 7:30-10:30
PM. $6; $5 CDS members; $3 studentslbeginners

June 21 : End of Season Party

1st, 3rd, & 5th TUESDAYS. Througrl June
Old Cambridge Baptist Church. * Beginners at 7:45,
dancing 8:00-10:30 PM. Free parking next to
church. $6; $5 members; $3 students & seniors
1st Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor & The Knights of
Tunisia. Sit-ins welcome. Slow Jam, 6:00-7:30
3rd Tuesdays: Open Mike. Steve Boylan, 629
2749, coordinator. Music by Cambridge Open
Dance Band SOCiety, guest leaders. 6/20, music by
Dave Titus & Deborah Gerstein
5th Tuesdays: Parties at Old Cambridge Baptist
Church. * Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
May 30, Memorial Day Picnic/Contra Dance
Callers' open mike, Jed by Ann Cowan. Music by
Swinging On a Gate, with Jim GUiness, Judy
Francis, & Lissa Schneckenberger. Bring pot
luck finger foods at 7 PM. 8-10:30 PM

Special Events
at the Concord Scout House*
Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864

Summer Wednesdays in 2000
Park Avenue Congregational Church. * 7:30-10:30
PM. (Bring friends new to English Country danc
ing at 7:301) $6 (members: $5; students: $3).

July 12: Nicolas Broadbridge with Peter Barnes

June 3, Mardi Gras in June
Contra and Cajun. Mary Desrosiers with Amy
Richardson Larkin, fiddle, Tom Pixton, accordion,
Liza Constable, guitar. 8-11 PM for $6
Co-sponsored with the MIT Folk Dance Club at MIT

July 26: Barbara Finney with Joyce Crouch, Doug
Creighton, & Dave Langford

June 13: Flag Day Dance with music by Carol
Kycia, clarinet, and Cal Howard, piano.

August 9: Philippe Callens with Peter Barnes,
Mary Lea, & Jacqueline Schwab

June 27: Summer Solstice Dance with music by
Vince O'Donnell, fiddle, and friend

August 23: Helene Cornelius with Jacqueline
Schwab, Chris Rua, & Dave Langford

July 11 : Sun Fiesta Party with caller Linda Leslie
and music by Roaring Jelly led by Debby Knight
Dances on July 25, August 8, & August 22, TBA.
See article on page 3.

For information about CDS Boston-sponsored dances, please call the office at (617) 354-1340, or call the
number of the organizer listed for a particular dance.

* Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations *
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave., Cambridge
Church of Our Saviour, Carlton & Monmouth Streets, Brookline
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
6
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Summer Camps
Boston Centre Weekends at Pinewoods
June 16-18, First Weekend at Pinewoods
A relaxed program of English & American

dance and music along with a variety of
camper-led workshops & activities for all
ages. Dance leaders: Sarah Gregory
Smith, Robin Hayden, Betty Lehrman, &
Janet Scudder. Musicians: Vince O'Don
nell, Joyce Crouch, Bill Smith, Roberta
Sutter with Burt Feintuch and Sarah
Hydorn from NH's Lamprey River Band.
Info: First Weekend at Pinewoods, c/o
Diane BiglowlMichael Resnick, 15 Bell
flower St., Lexington, MA 02421-6505,
resnick@exceloncorp.com, or (781 )862
6681
June 30 to July 3, Fourth of July
Weekend. New England Contras, English
Country & Ritual dance. Info: Joe Kynoch,
15 Cider Mill Rd., Framingham MA 01701;
(508) 877-1168, or joe.kynoch@bmc.org
Labor Day Weekend
Call CDS Boston for information at (617)
354-1340
Cosponsored by th~Boston Centre:
July 3-7, English Scottish Session

Staff: Nicolas Broadbridge, Maggie Carch
rie, Yonina Gordon, Robert McOwen, with
music by Peter Barnes, Hanaca Castle
Earl Gaddis, Susie Petrov, Laura Risk, '
Jacqueline Schwab, and Bob Cameron
(piper). $255 or $50 deposit, bal. due on 61
15. Info: Anne Richardson, (401) 331-3239
or anne-fred@worldnet.att.net
Country Dance and Song Society Weeks
Buffalo Gap, Capon Bridge WV

Dance Week, July 8-15
Family Week, July 15-22
Ogontz, Lyman NH
Family Week, July 29-August 5

Pinewoods, Plymouth MA

Early Music Week, July 15-22
Folk Music Week, July 22-29
Family Week, July 29-August 5
American Dance & Music Week, Aug. 5-12
Also, American Dance Leaders Course
Campers' Week, August 12-19
English & Amer. Dance Week, Aug. 19-26
English Dance Week, August 26-Sept. 2
As of the end of April, there are still some
spaces available at two of the weeks at
Pinewoods! Folk Music Week and American
Dance & Music Week each have some
spaces. Contact Steve Howe at 413-268
7426 ext 3 or camp@cdss.org for details.
See our Web page -http://www.cdss.org/
programs/2000, updated regularly with the
details on the 2000 season.
Malnewoods Dance camp
August 5-11

Scottish and Turkish
August 12-18

Croatian, Squares and Contras
August 19-25

Scandinavian, Contras and Squares (with
Boston's own Tony Parkes), Israeli
August 26-Sept. 1
English (George Fogg, another Boston
institution), Greek, Polish
Sep. 1-4 (Labor Day)
Polish, Swing, Salsa, Contras, Scottish
All Sessions
George Fogg (English), Roy Hilburn
(Contras & Squares), and Sandy Stark
man (International)
$340-440/session; $200-250 Labor Day.
Info: Kathryn Demos, 68 Liberty Corner
Road, Warren NJ 07059-2936, (908) 647
2936, or mainwds@hotmail.com or http://
www.erols.com/mainewds

CDS Boston News
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OTHER REGULAR BOSTON AREA DANCES
MONDAYS

SATURDAYS

Contra Dance, Concord Scout House. 7:30-10:30
PM. Various callers & Yankee IngenUity. Il1fo:
(781) 272-0396 or (781) 259-8442

New England Contras & Squares, Concord
Scout House, 74 Walden St. 8-11 PM. $6

Scottish Country Dance, Cambridge YWCA.
7:45-10:30 PM. $6. RSCDS. Info: (617) 484-0950
TUESDAYS
2nd & 4th Tue. English Country Dance. (Experi
enced, 5th Tues.) 1st Church of Jamaica Plain,
UU,Centre & Eliot Sts. Michael Cicone & Rob
Dobson, leaders, 7:30-10:00 PM. $5. Info: Micha
el, (781) 891-3296, or Rob (781) 271-0356.

THURSDAYS
New England Contras & Squares, VFW Hall,
688 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 8-11 PM. $5. Info:
(617) 354-1340, (781) 272-0396, (508) 229-2854,
or http://www.neffa.org/....neffalfhurs.html
Scottish Country Dance. Universalist Church,
211 Bridge St., Salem. 8:00 PM. $2. Info: (978)
745-2229
FRIDAYS
1st or 2nd Fri. (619) Renaissonics. Renaissance
dance for everyone. Jewett Hall, First Church in
Cambridge Congregational, 11 Garden Street,
Cambridge. 7:30 PM. Charles Garth teaching.
Info: (617) 661-3353
2nd Fri. Contras, Squares & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. Walter Lenk, music by
O'Connor's Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781 or
(978) 369-1232
3rd Fri. Contras and Squares with Roaring
Jelly. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road,
Lexington MA. Beginners at 7:45, dance 8-11 PM.
Susan Elberger with Debby Knight. $5. Info: (781)
944-3544 or http://wwwJoc.lcs.mit.edu.,...,slonim/
rjelly.html
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1st Sat., various callers & bands

2nd Sat., Tony Saletan with Concord Country
Dance Band. Info: (978) 369-4462
3rd Sat., Beth Parkes with Swinging on a
Gate. Info: (978) 667-7459
4th Sat., Walter Lenk with Jack O'Connor and
Debby Knight Info: (978) 369-1232
1st Sat. Contra Dances in Berlin. Berlin Town
Hall, Route 62, Berlin MA. 8:00-11 :00 PM. Tony
Saletan and Berlin Country Orchestra. $5. Info:
(978) 838-2104
3rd Sat. New England Squares & Contras.
Studio 665, 665 Salem St. (3rd fl.), Maplewood
Sq., Malden. Cammy Kaynor with Knights of
Tunisia. Instruction 7:00 PM, dance 8:00 PM. $5.
Info: (781) 324-7355
Some Sats. (6/10 & 22) Genderfree Dance.
Boston Gay & Lesbian Contra Dancers. 1st
Church of Jamaica Plain UU, Eliot & Centre. 7:30
11 PM. $5 before 8 PM, $6 after. Info: (617) 522
2216, (617) 522-1115, or http://www.tiac.net/
users/latte/lcfd
3rd Sat. Trad. New England Barn Dance.
Central Congregational Church, 85 Seaverns
Ave., Jamaica Plain. 8:00 PM. Contras, squares,
waltzes & polkas; music by Just Plain Folks. $5.
Info: (617) 524-1767

SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carlton & Monmouth St., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM.
Basic & experienced instruction. $4. Info: (617)
325-6657

FESTIVALS & OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS
Call first to check details and directions.

June
17 Saturday
Cohasset Common Fiddlers'
Gathering. South Shore Art Cen
ter, Cohasset MA. Info: Dillon
Bustin, dbustin@ssac.org or (781)
383-2787

22-29
International folk dance & mu
sic. Andor Czompo (Hungar
ian) & Zelko Jergan (Croatian).
Music by The Pinewoods Band,
Tom Pixton, conductor. Music
workshops by Barbara Pixton,
Julia Poirier, & David Skidmore.

Info: Folk Arts Center, (617)
491-6083, or fac@facone.org

boro ME 04848. Info: Jamie
MacMillan, (207) 734-8140

August

September

19 Saturday
Dance on a Maine Island. A
very special English country
dance on the island of Islesboro
in Penobscot Bay. Historic so
cial halL 8 PM-midnight. Caller,
Scott Higgs with music by
Jonathan Jensen & friends. $10.
Special ferry returning after the
dance. Preceded by lobster &
clambake; advance payment $20
to Lucy Young, Box 160, Isles

3 Sunday
Labor Day Dawn Dance. 207
Main S1. (Rte. 5), Brattleboro
VT. ECD 3-6 PM with Colin
Hume. Contras 8 PM-3:30 AM
with Susan Kevra & Will Mentor.
3:30-7 AM. Bill Olson. Info: (802)
257-1819,257-1571,or257-1006;
DawnDance@nrthwnd.com; on
the Web at www.nrthwnd.com/
dawndance/

English-Scottish Session at Pinewoods

First Weekend at Pinewoods

This year's English-Scottish Session (ESS) will offer a
mix ofEnglish & Scottish country, Morris, sword, High
land, and Cape Bretton dancing for all. Special events
include swing, hambo, single-class sessions of advanced
dances, and a repeat of last year's spectacular maypole.
The staff this year includes teachers Nicolas
Broadbridge, Maggie Carchrie, Yonina Gordon, and
Robert McOwen. Musicians will be Peter Barnes, Hanaca
Castle, Earl Gaddis, Susie Petrov, Laura Risk, and
Jacqueline Schwab. Bob Cameron with be the piper.
If you are coming to ESS, consider applying for one
or both ofthe adjoining weekend sessions, CDS Boston's
4th ofJuly Weekend (Tune 30-July 3) and RSCDS Session
I,July 7-10. See p. 7 for information on those weekends.
Join us for three-and-a-half days of dancing, great
meals, and friendship. There are still plenty of places
available.

There is still plenty ofspace left. For information,
See listing above.

-Anne Richardson

Folk Dancing By The Fountain
Come celebrate this Boston tradition of free, partici
patory dancing in Boston's Copley Square! This is the
30th year of this program, which is held outdoors on
Tuesday nights beginning July 11 and running through
August 29. The evening begins at 7:00 PM and features
dances from around the world. We hope to have both
live music and great weather for each evening of the
series! For more information, contact the Folk Arts
Center at (617) 491-6083, or email fac@facone.org

CDS Boston News
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OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA
Please call the info number to confirm date, time, and place.

CONTRAS
South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
SATURDAYS
2nd Sat. Contra Dance. George Marshall or Tim
Van Egmond, with Swallowtail. Beginners 8PM,
dance at 8:30. $6. Info: Ron (413) 253-5638,
ron@swallowtail.com, or www.swallowtail.com

Greenfield MA
FRIDAYS
3rd Fri. Contra Dance at the Guiding Star
Grange. 401 Chapman St, Greenfield MA. 8 PM
midnight. Susan Kevra. $6. Info: (802) 254-2874
or btomczak@sover.net

4th Sat Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger,
Susie Secco, guests. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413)
367-9269 or sconger@shaysnetcom

SATURDAYS

5th Sat. Contra Dance. Susan Kevra with Sooz
a-rama. 8:30. $6. Info: Info: Susan, (413) 367
9269 or sconger@shaysnet.com

Greater Providence Contradance. Oak lawn
Grange, Wheelock St., Cranston RI. 8:00-11 :00
PM. 5/27, 6/17. $6. Info: (401) 828-3229

Cranston RI

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
Cape Cod
English Country Dance on Cape Cod. 1st & 3rd
Fridays in Nov., Dec., Jan, Feb., & Mar.; 2nd &
4th Fridays in April & May. West Barnstable
Community Building, Route 149, W. Barnstable
MA. 7:30 PM. $4. Info: (508) 362-9570
New Hampshire

SUNDAYS
English Country Dance in New Hampshire.
Sponsored by the NH English Country Dance So
Ciety with funding from CDS Boston Centre. All $6
Concord. 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June. 6:30-9:30
PM. On grounds of old New Hampshire Hospi
tal, 105 Pleasant St.
Portsmouth. 3rd Sunday year round. Ports
mouth Ballroom, Vaughn Mall and Fleet Street.
7-9:30 PM
East Alstead. Varied schedule. Orchard
School. Info: (603) 756-3412
(603) 463-7771 or taylorgorman@juno.c
(603) 886-5071 or dbateman@sanders.com
(603) 934-2543 or jnoska@cyberportal.net
(603) 742-2303 or LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net

South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
MONDAYS
English Country Dancing. Robin Hayden, Mary
Jones and Joyce Crouch with live music. All
10
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dances taught; beginners welcome. $5. Info:
Robin, (413) 256-8260 or Mary, (413) 549-8159 or
mjones@javanet.com

SATURDAYS
1st Sat. English Country Dancing. 8 to 10:30
PM. Helen Davenport with live music. $6. Info:
(860) 285-8694 or dancerhiker@yahoo.com
3rd Sat English Country Dance, sponsored by
Pleasures of the Town. 8-11 PM. $7. Music by
Pleasures of the Town (Doug Creighton, flute &
melodeon; Joyce Crouch, piano; occasional
guests). Info: joycecrouch@compuserve.com or
(413) 549-4123

June 17 Brad Foster
Jul15 Barbara Finney
Aug 19 Pamela Goddard
Special Events
Sunday, June 11
English Country Dance Workshop and Dance.
Fundraiser for the Amherst Monday Night English
Country Dance. Whately Dance Barn, Whately
MA (off 1-91). Waltz workshop with Joyce and
Wayne Crouch 3-5:30 PM. Potluck dinner 5:30-7.
English Country Dance with guest callers 7-9:30.
Directions and info: Robin at (413) 256-8260
Sunday, October 22
Advanced English Country Dance. Challenging
dances for experienced dancers. 2-5 PM. Prompt
er, Beverly Francis. Info: Mary at (413) 549-8159

For Those Who Like to Travel
OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND

June
2 Friday
Contra Dance. Phillip's Rec
reation Center, Urbana IL. 8-11
PM. Chris Bischoff with Stringdancer.
and

3 Saturday
Fifth Annual Playford Ball.
Central Illinois English Coun
try Dancers at University of
Illinois, Urbana IL. Review
7:00-8:00 PM, Ball 8:00-11:00.
Jane Hobgood & Jonathan
Sivier with Flatland Consort.
$5. Info: Jonathan Sivier (j
sivier@uiuc.edu) or (217) 359
8225 orJane Hobgood at http:/
/www.prairienet.org/ciecd/
playford.html or (217) 328-1708

25-July 1
Bob Dalsemer's 9th Annual
Dance Callers' Week. John
C. Campbell Folk School, Brass
town NC. Info: (800) 365-5724
or bob@folkschooLcom

July
1-8
Family Week. Spons. by

www-ssrl.slac.stanford.l'Wedu/
winston/eweek

8-15
Sierra Swing. Spons. BACDS. *
Near Kings Canyon National
Park CA Contras, Squares, &
Salsa. Info: Patti Smolian, (510)
215-2785 or smolian@aoLcom

16-22
6th Annual Contra Dance
Musicians' Week. John C.
Campbell Folk School, Brass
town NC. Sam Bartlett, David
Kaynor, Bob Pasquarello, and
Cathie Whitesides. Info: bob@
folkschooLcom or (800) 365-5724

August
11-13
The Farthest North Dance
Camp. Spons. by Contra Borea
lis. Fairbanks AK Kathy Ander
son with Hillbillies from Mars.
Info: sread@alaska.net or (907)
479-6838

12-19
Between the Bays Dance
Camp. Contras, Vintage, Tango,

BACDS.* Near Fresno CA.
Info: (707) 829-8833, emjer
@netda.x.com, or Emily Flouton
& Jerry Allen, 892 High School
Road, Sebastopol CA 95472

Squares, ECD, more. George
Marshall with Wild Asparagus,
Phillip Callens with Belshazzar's
Feast, and others. Info: Henry
Morgenstein, (231) 946-4782 or
hmorgens@nmc.edu

8-15
English Week. Spons. by

September

BACDS.* Mendocino CA Info:
Jane Wilson, (510) 793-6545,
jwilson @jurika.com, or http://

1-3
Still Dancing (used to be Gotta
Dance). Camp Merri-Mac, Black

Zydeco. Info: Still
Box 10513, Tampa FL
contradancing@aol.com, or
http://www.stilldancing.com

1-4
Labor Day Dance and Music
Weekend. Spons. by Portland
Country Dance Community.
Suttle Lake OR. Contras & Swing.
Info: stengermacemon@mome.
com, (503) 722-4555, or http://
www.aone.com/I.W kluberg/
suttle.html

9 Saturday
Dances-with-a-Difference
Ball. First event in a new series:
"Dances from Modem Sources."
Victoria Hall, Tring, Hertford
shire. Colin Hume and The Fal
coners. Preregistration only.
imcf@biclab.force9.co.uk or send
SASE to Ian and Val McFarlane,
107 Holtspur Top Lane, Bea
consfield, Bucks, HP91DT, UK
Info: http://www. biclab.co. uk!
dwadball

October
20-22
TheJohn Shaw 25th Anniver
sary Country Dance Weekend
with Bare Necessities. Colum
bus OH. Contra, English, and
Scottish. $59 before Oct. 5; $65
after. Info: John Shaw25th Anni
versary Weekend, 410 Clinton
Heights Avenue, Columbus,
Ohio 43202. or <http://www.
bigscioty.com/ shaw.html> or
<mailto: swartell@cas.org>

Mountain NC. Contra & Cajun/

>:-

Bay Area Country Dance Society, on the web at http://www.bacds.orgj
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Deadlines for Fall issue
(covering late August through early December 2000)

Editorial and calendar: August 1st; inserts/flyers, August 10th
Please be prompt!

CDS Boston
Centre Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

Meetings are open. All members
are welcome, but please call the
office at (617) 354-1340 to obtain
date, time, and place.

Ifyou are planning an event or have
some other matter that requires con
sideration by the CDS Board, please
send a one- or two-page summary to:

Board of Directors

Margaret Keller
149 Stimson St.
West Roxbury MA 02132
or
mskeller@MIT.EDU

New England Dance Com
mittee
English Dance Committee

CDS, Boston Centre's Web site:

www.cds-boston.org
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News Needed
Ifyou are planning an event, write it
up! Send articles or announcements,
preferably bye-mail with NO for
matting or attachments to:

lyr1@yahoo.com
or by mail to:

by the first Wednesday ofthe month
for consideration at the subsequent
meeting.

Lyrl Ahern, Editor
298 Central Street
Acton MA 01720-2444
Phone Art Anger, (781) 899-8702
(home) or (617) 253-7044 (work), to
arrange delivery of mailing inserts.

Deadline for Winter Newsletter: November 1st , 2000. Details, back page.

From the President

New Place for Tuesday Contras

With the hard work of a great many people on the
Board, on subcommittees, and in our membership,
CDS, together with the Folk Arts Center of Boston
and NEFFA, is pleased to announce that we have a
new home for our office and archives.
The CDS Boston Executive Committee agreed on
July 27 to join with the Folk Arts Center and NEFFA
to occupy an office located at 40 West Foster Street,
in Melrose. The appropriate committees ofFAC and
NEFFA have agreed to this also. The Folk Arts Center
is in the process of concluding negotiations for this
office space.
The total cost to all parties is likely to approximate
the current gross costs, with a modest increase. Total
joint occupancy costs will probably be in the vicinity
of $900 a month. The space is easily accessible from
street level and has windows, a pleasant change on
both counts. It includes about 700 square feet ofoffice
space and will likely include about 200 additional
square feet ofstorage space for all in the basement. We
hope the lease will be for a two-year period, with
annual options to renew after that. Details will be
announced when the lease has been agreed to and
signed by the Folk Arts Center. CDS-Boston and
NEFFA will continue the present arrangement of
subletting space from FAC.
Although not as easily accessible for some as the
Porter Square office in Cambridge, the Melrose space

The Park Avenue Congregational Church in Ar
lington (PAC C) welcomes the 1st, 3rd, and 5th
Tuesday Contra Dance Series and 1st Tuesday Slow
Jam, starting in October.
For the last two years we've held these events at the
Old Cambridge Baptist Church in Harvard Square.
However, this summer the Ballet Theater of Boston
entered into an agreement with the OCBC to manage
and renovate several rooms for their dance classes. In
its Central Square location, the Ballet Theatre rented
their rooms to other groups; one of these meets
Tuesday evenings and will continue to do so at the
OCBC-hence our move. We wish the Ballet Theatre
good luck in their venture; they are putting in good
dance floors and have other spaces for rent ...but not
on Tuesday night!

Continued on page 2

CDS Boston Events on page 8

Other events on page 10-13
Address for News items on page 14

Continued on page 7

New!
Challenging Contras
Sundays at the Scout House
We're initiating a special series ofSunday Challeng
ing Contras that will meet the need in this area for
contras that keep you thinking. These dances are
appropriate for those who are thoroughly familiar
with basic contra calls and can act on them quickly
and for some fast learning novices. They will offer a
real challenge for all levels. Come fill this fine hall and
dance exciting dances!
Your feedback will let us know if we should
continue the series, which will run on the first
Continued on page 7
CDS Boston News

From the President, continued from page 1

is a couple blocks from the Melrose commuter rail
stop.
The move will likely be during the first week of
September, possibly September 5 or 6, immediately
after Labor Day. We anticipate jointly hiring commer
cial movers for the move.
We will definately need help from members to make
leasehold improvements, such as constructing shelv
ing for storage and office use, in late August or early
September. If you are interested in helping, please
contact Mark Jones at busybusy@shore.net. The Ex
ecutive Committee has designated George Fogg and
Mark Jones to be the contact persons for move
logistics and incidental move-related decisions.
I hope you will join me in thanking all those
involved so far and those who will help get us settled
in our new space. Of course there are many people to
thank, including Mary Stafford, Judy Erickson, Jean
Farrington, Andy Kohler, Nora Daoud, and Mark
Jones, together with FAC President Diana Gonzales,
FAC Director Marcie Van Cleave, and Shelagh Ellman
Pearl, NEFFA President.
Next time you are on the dance floor and see Ellen
Mandingo or George Fogg, please thank them person
ally. They have spent many, many days packing, sort
ing, labeling, organizing, and otherwise preparing us
for the move. Without their tireless efforts, we would
not be ready to go. A hearty thanks to them both.

-Margaret Keller

PartiCipate in a Contra
Dance Open Mike!
This great opportunity for leadership training and
practice, the Open Mike for Callers and Musi
cians, continues on Third Tuesdays, led by Steve Boy
lan, (617) 629-2749. It begins with our season opener
on September 19 at 8:00 to 10:30 PM at Church of
Our Saviour, Brookline, at Carleton and Monmouth
Streets, near St. Mary's stop on Beacon Green Line.
Great New England style music will be led by John
Chambers and friends. Come try our new hall; be or
hear one of our developing/visiting callers.
On October 17, our music will be led by fiddler
Vince O'Donnell & pianist Judy Francis. Also at
Church of Our Saviour. All welcome!

Spend a Fun-Filled Fall Weekend
with an English "Sayler"
The Centre has dedicated considerable energy to
advance English Country Dancing, locally and na
tionally. The cornerstone of this effort has been the
ECD CD series, with three releases out and a fourth
due any day.
Another effort is to promote more English dance
events, particularly special party dances, that will ex
pand ECD opportunities in greater Boston and pro
vide the community with more dancing experiences.
We are happy to announce a special event on
Columbus Day weekend. For a dance on Saturday, 7
October, at the Concord Scout House, we have
invited a leader from afar-an old friend.
Brad Sayler will be leading the night's dancing. Brad
lives near Charlottesville VA now, but many of us re
member him as a regular leader ofWednesday dances
when he resided in greater Boston. He has led for
many years and has been on staff at many camps, such
as Pinewoods and Buffalo Gap_ With a warm and wel
coming style, he is known for his enjoyable programs.
With Brad that night will be a dynamic group of
musicians, featuring Karen Axelrod on piano, Susan
Kevra on clarinet, and Dave Langford on fiddle. Karen
is regarded as one of the best ECD pianists in the
country and is regularly on staff at Pinewoods. Dave,
a Boston local regularly heard on Wednesdays, is a
versatile fiddler in great demand. Susan is a gifted
musician and a well-known caller-this will be the last
opportunity to hear her before she leaves for an
extended stay in France.
To add to the weekend, Brad will lead at the First
Friday English Dance for experienced dancers on the
evening of 6 October.
Mark your calendars for this upcoming event.
Come spend a weekend with an English IlSayler !!l

-Llo Gallagher

Minutes of Board Meeting, 4/19/00
Present at meeting: Margaret Keller, Pres.; Mary
Stafford, President-Elect; Anne Richardson, Vice Pres.;
Ann Cowan, Clerk; Mark Jones, Treasurer; Directors
Adam Moskowitz, Lyrl Ahem,Jennie Hango, Edmund
Robinson, Leslie Lassetter, Judy Erickson, and Lilo
Gallagher.Others: George Fogg, Terry Gaffuey, Nora
Daoud, Chris Reynolds, Ellen Mandigo

-Ann Cowan, Booking Agent
Continued on page 3
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Building Bridges
Those ofyou who have attended the CDS weekend
events at Pinewoods know the usual formula for the
evening dances-alternate segments ofAmerican dance
(contras and squares) and English dance. These reflect
the daytime classes, which feature both styles ofdance.
You are also probably aware that when each segment
is over there is, unfortunately, a real change-over of
dancers on the floor. Contra dancers sit out the
English segments, and English dancers sit out the
contras.
This reflects a polarization which has been happen
ing across the country. As dance communities grow
large enough to support regular dances in both styles,
the dancers choose to attend only those they prefer,
and no longer dance both. In an area with strong, long
established dances of both kinds, many dancers have
experience only in the kind they began in and have
little interest in becoming beginners in another style.
A group of us in CDS feel this situation should be
addressed in some way. We look for ways to show
contra dancers that English dance is not so fussy or
stodgy as they imagine, and to show English dancers

Sound Workshop
CDS is sponsoring a sound workshop taught by
Dan Pearl on Saturday, September 16, 2000, at the
Park Avenue Congregational Church in Arlington. Its
aim is to train members ofboth the New England and
English dance communities to be able to help with
sound set-up for the regular dances. Participation is
free, but there are a limited number ofspaces available.
You must register in advance in order to attend.
Contact Mary Stafford at (617) 782-7266 or by email
(mes@world.std.com).
Dan is a knowledgeable sound technician and a fine
teacher. The workshop, which will run from 1 to 5 PM,
will cover a wide variety of topics and will include
hands-on mixing exercises. There will be some hand
out material, and a brief refreshment break during the
after-noon. A potluck supper and an English-Ameri
can dance will follow the workshop, giving the
participants a chance to see the systeln in use and to
see how it is monitored and adjusted during the dance.

Ifyou are a regular attendee at either of our regular
weekly dances and have always wanted to learn about
sound set-up, contact Mary now~

-Mary Stafford

that contra can be challenging and fun without
breaking bones or wrenching muscles.
We are working to create a series of dances which
will feature both American and English dances, with
topflight callers and musicians. We've asked people
around the country for suggestions on making this
series of dances both fun and interesting, and gotten
lots ofgood advice. Expect dances that challenge your
skills in either style, mixed over the course of the
evemng.
We may even take a page from Jamie Beaton's
wonderful additions to some Pinewoods' evening
dances a few years back and have a song or two at the
mid-evening break, to honor our origins as a country
dance and song society. We consider that "Building
Bridges" is an important goal for CDS, and that we
need to have bridges that unite us all in the music and
dance we love, whatever the specific style.
The series probably won't start until the fall of2001,
but there will be two precursors. The first is a dance
at the Park Avenue Congregational Church in Arling
ton on Saturday, September 16, 2000, which will
feature the calling of Dan Pearl (American) and
Barbara Finney (English), with music by Vince
O'Donnell and Roberta Sutter. A potluck supper will
precede the dance. A flyer goes out with this newslet
ter. We hope you will attend.
A second English-American dance will take place in
the spring at the Concord Scout House, part ofa series
of Sunday dances produced by Ann Cowan. Lisa
Greenleafwill be the caller. Look for the flyer in a later
issue of the newsletter-do plan to come and see what
youIve been missing!
We would welcome suggestions from you, the
Boston Centre community, on this project. T a1k to
any of us (Harvey Cohen, Andy Koehler, Mark
Dobyns Jones, or Mary Stafford) at the dances this fall,
or email meatmes@world.std.com.

-Mary Stafford
Minutes, continued from page 2

President Margaret Keller welcomed new members.
1. Search for New Office Space. We must leave our
current office by Sept. 1 (prospective sale ofbuilding).
George Fogg and Shelagh Ellman-Pearl of NEFFA,
with whom we share the office, have explored storage
Continued

on
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New!
Saturday Double Header
Contras At the Scout House
Three exciting Double Header Contra Dances
are coming up at the Concord Scout House in
September, December, and March. They run from 5
to 11 PM with two bands, two callers, and time out for
dinner. These dances will bring the best bands and
callers avaliable for an extended evening of dancing.

September 30, Harvest Moon Ball
The first dance of this gala series will be led by
contra/square caller Ralph Sweet, with pianist Jack
Sloanaker and friends playing Ralph's famous sing
ing squares and New England contra. It will run
from 5 to 7:30 PM and break for a quick, nourishing
spaghetti dinner with BYO salad or dessert. We pro
vide pasta, tomato & tofu sauce, drinks, & utensils.
At 8: 15 PM, Lisa Geenleaf will call for us, with
music by Nat Hewitt, Bill Tomczak, and friends.
With these great performers, this will be the climax
of a glorious and varied evening.

December 2, Fourth Annual Art and Craft Fair
with Holiday Ball
The Craft Fair, coordinated by Gaetana Freniere,
will run from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM. Crafts people
who want to participate are strongly encouraged to
contact Gaetana (978) 369-2212 as soon as possible.
At 5:00 PM our Fifth Annual Klezmer Style
Contra Dance will begin, with calling by Jacob
Bloom and music by the Klezmer Contra Band, led
byJohn Chambers. As above, we'll break for a satis
fYing pasta or BYO dinner from 7:30 to 8:15 PM.
At 8:15 Sue Rosen will call a New England Style
Contra with music by the fine band named Muse
(Lissa Schneckenburger, Michael Kerry, & friends).

March 31, Gala Equinox Ball
George Marshall with Wild Asparagus. Save it!
Dances will be at 74 Walden St., Concord MA.
With refreshments at intermission at every dance, the
price for each evening will be $10. We're sure you'll
love this format and these performers and will fill our
fine New England hall.
Offers of help, especially with shopping, transport,
cooking, serving, and door sitting will be much
appreciated. Call me at (617) 354-0864 ifyou wish to
help. Come celebrate fall and the early holiday season

-Ann Cowan, Producer

Join Us at MIT Fall
Dances-Our Third Year!
Contra Dances For All @ MIT, sponsored by the
MIT Folk Dance Club and the Country Dance So
ciety, now enters its third exciting year! We continue
to serve students, new dancers, old hands, and bud
ding performers, who enjoy our great live music,
callers, and friendly, inviting atmosphere at a very
convenient in-town location. See the fall program
below.
New this year, we encourage dancers to join us for
dinner in the Lobdell Dining Room before the dance
between 6:00 and 6:30, near the raised area in the cen
ter of the hall. Buy or bring your own.
Also new this year are four Beginner Dances in
September and October, with a special contra work
shop with Dan Pearl in the first hour on October 24.
We continue to dance every Second and Fourth
Tuesday from 7:30 to 10:30 PM in the Student Center,
usually in Lobdell Dining Room (second floor). Ad
mission is $4, with MIT Students free and $2 for non
MIT students. Beginner and experienced are always
welcome. Refreshments provided.
9/12: Welcome Party for Beginners and New
comers
Linda Leslie with Lissa Schneckenburger, fiddle,
and Cal Howard, piano, and sit-ins

9/26: New Semester Party, Beginner Night
LauraJohannes with Einstein's Little Homunculus

10/10: Fall Fiesta, Beginner Night
Tony Saletan with Carol Bittenson, fiddle, John
Light, accordion, and Judy Francis, piano

10/24: Pre-Halloween Contra Workshop
Extra teaching for beginners, 7:30-8:30, with caller
Dan Pearl. Music by Pan Chan, fiddle, and Cal
Howard, piano. Sit-ins welcome

11/14: Mid-Semester Gala
Steve Boylan with Vince O'Donnell & Cal Howard.
Sit-ins welcome

11/28: Thanksgiving Party
Ann Cowan with Einstein's Little Homunculus

12/12: Klezmer Style Contra
Jacob Bloom with the Klezmer Contra Band, sit-ins

12/26: Holiday Contra: TEA
Watch for flyers with complete information. Enjoy
our low cost, convenient dances!

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator
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New Dances/New Voices
The English Dance Committee announces a new
dance series, tentatively beginning in October. It will
be a monthly Saturday afternoon dance featuring new
callers-for those of any level who'd like to practice
their teaching skills, and new dances-for choreogra
phers who need a forum for trying out new dances.
Once part ofthe committee's plan to foster new talent
is a success, look for plans to encourage the talents of
up and coming musicians.
The location is still to be decided. Give any leads to
Leslie Lassetter at (781) 641-2782 orVictor Skowronski
at vjskowronski@tasc.com. Callers, contact Leslie.
Choreographers, contact Victor with a copy of your
dance and the music. Look for flyers with more details.

Halloween Party
Join us for a 'Round the World Contra Dance.
On October 31, it's our Halloween Party, and cos
tumes are encouraged.
John Chambers will lead a contra band with music
revealing hints of England, Scotland, Sweden, Nor
way, Central Europe, and Klezmer. This will be an
Open Mike dance, so the callers will be a surprise.
This is our regular Fifth Tuesday Contra from 8:00
to 10:30 PM at the Park Avenue Congregational
Church. Calling will be coordinated by Ann Cowan.
Ifyou want a special dance called, let me know ahead
oftime at (617) 354-0864, or call it yourselfl Let's make
this a great Halle-ween party for everyone in the
Contra Community! .

Pat Slade Marston
Pat Slade Marston, aged 68, of Taunton and
Gloucester MA, died June 21, 2000. She was a
longtime folk, English, and Scottish country
dancer. People in the dance world will remember
her enthusiastic and lovely dancing.
Pat approached her life with energy, optimism,
wit, and humor-always with a sense of fun, even
in the last two years when she was living with
leukemia. Her door seemed always open to every
one. She is survived by Norris, her husband, as
well as her mother and eight children. There are
13 grandchildren and many friends. We will miss
her.
-Ann Mason

An Enriching
Musical Journey
Mary Lea grew up in the Washington DC area in a
home filled with interesting and diverse music. Mary
evolved through music-her mother was a pianist and
music teacher; her father, an editor at the Smithsonian.
The violin entered her life at age 8, with private
lessons; piano lessons started about a year later. In
fourth grade she joined a small string ensemble in
schooL She started viola in seventh grade and played
it in the school orchestra. Although she regrets not
having had the important violin experience in the
orchestra during that time, the viola provided an
introduction into the inner harmonies of the music
and was of great benefit for future ensemble work.
Her mother brought her to concerts and competi
tions for 16-te-18-year oIds, but Mary never expected
to attain such a skill leveL In ninth grade, she went to
private school but continued to play with the Mont
gomery County Youth Orchestra. During some sum
mers, she played Gilbert & Sullivan with Lyric Theatre,
first in the chorus and then in the orchestra.
Mary continued private music lessons through high
school. During the summer preceding her senior year
ofhigh school Marywent to music camp at Merrywood,
near T anglewood, enjoying a rich chamber music
experience. She did not consider herself a serious
musician at the time, but her skill as a violist provided
an entree to serious musicians. During the summer
just prior to college, she joined the Oberlin Players at
repertory theatre in Falmouth MA on Cape Cod. That
was an intense seven weeks' learning experience of
light opera, mostly Gilbert & Sullivan.
Mary left Washington at age 17 for Oberlin College,
where she majored in history and continued her
private music lessons for a while. Upon graduating
from Oberlin, Mary joined the Peace Corps as a social
worker in Senegal, French West Africa, where she ran
a community center. There she got turned on to
teaching and started a kindergarten program, which
she enjoyed running.
When she returned to the States, Mary got a job
in New York as a caseworker. After a year, she felt that
a degree was really needed to do more than casework,
but that most social work seemed very bureaucratic,
which turned her off.
Continued on page 6
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Mary Lea t continued from page 5

Then Mary latched onto an opportunity for re
turned Peace Corps volunteers from Africa to become
part of a Teacher Corps program at UMass at
Amherst. This program included community work
and teaching in Worcester, as well as development of
curricula in African studies for all grades. This Masters
in Education program also involved doing special
work in Miami, participating in many long and
intense workshops for teachers focussing on racism,
prejudice, black studies and desegregation issues.
After about six months in the South; Mary was
drawn back to the Connecticut River Valley area of
New England, where she obtained a teaching job at
Marks Meadow in Amherst. She was living in a group
house, a farmhouse in Leverett (near Amherst), where
she enjoyed a horse of her own.
It was here that she became exposed to contradance
music. In 1976, a housemate was invited to play for a
woman's dance in Northampton. Mary expressed
interest, and joined a grou p ofwomen who formed a
band and proceeded to learn the music. The caller was
Bonnie Blair, a member of the Marlboro Morris
Team, who was familiar with contradancing and trying
her hand at calling. The band became a focus for
learning about contradance music. Having once spent
a summer at a camp in Cape Breton, Mary encouraged
the band to go to Cape Breton to learn more about
the fiddle culture. This galvanized the group, which
remained active for a number of years.
In 1977 Mary moved to the Boston area and joined
a small group that decided to start a publishing house
exploring diverse points of view, but focusing on the
left. The publications were aimed primarily at college
students and some academics. Mary learned every as
pect ofpublishing. The group lived cooperatively and
published in the same place, sometimes with barely
enough income to keep the house going. The publish
ing house was Mary's principal base until 1983.
In 1978 Mary attended an English dance, where she
loved the music. After several dances, she asked to sit
in with the band, consisting then ofClaudio Buchwald,
Jacqueline Schwab, and Earl Gaddis. This was the last
evening for Claudio, who was leaving Boston for New
York and preferred to dance. Although she was
hesitantly allowed to join in for the evening, Mary was
invited to return. She replaced Claudio as a fiddler.
Peter Barnes joined a little later, first as a replacement
for Earl when he took a year's leave, then, upon Earl's
return, as a fourth member of the band. As it began
6
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to work on its first recording, the group settled on its
name, Bare Necessities.
The story with Yankee Ingenuity is similar. Donna
Hinds (now Hebert) permitted Mary to sit in with the
group, which she was subsequently invited to join. A
few years later, Donna moved to Northampton, while
Mary remained with Yankee Ingenuity.
Marianne Taylor had connections with Vintage
dancing master Richard Powers and was the catalyst
for the ensemble BLT (Peter Barnes, Mary Lea, and Bill
Tomczak). Through Powers the trio, exposed to rag
time, tango, and 19th century quadrilles, was subse
quently invited to Cincinnati to play for a Vintage
Dance week. This music felt very passionate to Mary,
drawing extensively on her classical background.
Mary has shown interest in all kinds of music. She
started learning Romanian fiddle from teaching tapes
by Miamon Miller and has been playing with Becky
Ashenden and Chuck Corman for about five years.
She started working on other Balkan music as part of
the band Orijent Express and continues to expand her
repertoire. Mary finds the challenge ofdifferent types
of music similar to that of learning a language. She
learned French for her tour in Senegal. When she be
came interested in South America she learned Spanish
and simce has made many visits south of the border.
Mary was always drawn to the social side of music
making. She wasn't interested in practicing technical
skills to perfection to be a soloist, but preferred getting
together with a group to play by ear and have fun. She
recalls when reading music became troublesome. She
would scan the printed page, trying to learn how to
make the music from the instrument conform to what
it sounded like in her head. She never returned to
playing to the dictates of the printed page. In playing
for dances she strives to get in touch with the dancers
through her music. Mary feels very fortunate to be in
association with incredible musicians, and regards
each band as a family, a place where, inevitably, one
works through one's "stuff" She notes that she has
been with three groups between 15 and 20 years.
Drawn to the Connecticut River valley, Mary
wanted to settle in a real town rather than a bedroom
community, so her home is in Brattleboro Vf, where
she has been on the Dawn Dance Committee. Re
cently she ran American Dance Week at Pinewoods
and was at Music Week in the Rocky Mountains. A
very busy Mary Lea travels far and wide in pursuit of
her full-time music career, always with her fiddle and
viola, her voices enriching the lives ofmany musicians
and dancers.

-Eph Weiss

A Letter to George
Dear George,
I had a wonderful time the whole week-end!!
enjoyed all the dancing and coming and going
throughout Boston. The people warmed up to us once
we became Ilfamiliarll • A great time was had by all the
Seattle folks from the Scotsbroome band too.
NEFFA was wonderful, and such a great experience!
There was just enough dancing, watching perfor
mances, and wandering around the vendors. I loved
talking with people. There wasn't quite enough food,
or maybe I just didn't take the time to get enough
food. But there was a good varietyoffood booths. Pm
looking forward to another NEFFA in the future.
I didn't get tied up in any Marathon crowds, only
a handful were in the restaurant my last morning in
Natick. Their happiness was good, it kept me from
being saddened at leaving.
George, I truly enjoyed all the folks I met. I was a
little tentative at what I'd heard about the reserve of
the New England folks, but I didn't encounter any
coolness. The English dance Wednesday night was
fun.
I've always wanted to do a series, to do the lessons,
but I left Seattle before they had the first series. We
only had the dances twice a month as the crowd was
growing. And all the English dancers were warm to us
thru the weekend at NEFFA. It was awesome to be
affiliated with such good dancers as the weekend wore
on!
Take care, dear George. I hope to see you again
soon.
Robyn Hembree
Austin, Texas

New Place for Contras, continued from page 1

Park Avenue Congregational Cnurch
After a thorough look at potential sites, we chose
the Park Avenue Congregational Church, home of
other CDS dances. We look forward to using the large
hall, stage, storage space, and ample kitchen-and ap
preciate the location outside of the city. We expect
more dancers from Arlington and surrounding areas.

MIT Dances
For those who prefer a city location, however, the
Tuesday MIT dance welcomes you. This dance, start
ing its third year, witnb cosponsorship from MIT Folk
Dance Club, is held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at
MIT. See our flyers or website for campus locations.

Slow Jam
The Slow Jam session now meets monthly in both
Arlington and Cambridge. On the first Tuesdays we
will meet from 6:00-7:45 at the PACC, 50 Paul Revere
Avenue, Arlington. On the third Tuesdays we will
meet from 6:00-7:45 at the First Baptist Church in
Cambridge on 5 Magazine Street, Central Square.
The First Tuesday sessions will run without an in
structor. On Third Tuesdays we will have instructors:
Lissa Schnekenburger for Sept. and Hanneke Kastle in
Oct. For further information call Nicca Faulkner (617)
522-5887 or Michael Kenney (617) 492-7323.

Special Dance
A Dance will be held on the third Tuesday in
September (the 19th) at the Church ofOur Saviour on
25 Monmouth Street in Brookline, from 8:00-10:30. It
will be an Open Mike.
See you at the dance!
-Chris Reynolds
New England Dance Committee Co-Chair

Challenging Contras, continued from page 1

Sundays after some First Saturday Swing dances, from
7:30 to 10:30 PM, often after a Family Dance after
noon-coordination greatly encouraged. They are:

November 5, 2000: Election Anticipation Dance
Lisa Greenleaf with Einstein's Little Homunculus.
Party preference encouraged in dress.

February 4, 2001: Post-Ground Hog Gala
Lisa Greenleaf with Rodney Miller

&

Airdance

March 4, 2001: Fair Wind Fiesta

Dan Pearl leads an intriguing dance with music TBA
-Ann Cowan, Producer

Auditions for Step Dancers
I am looking for about 10 teenage dancers, female
and male, for several Appalachian step rou tines in this
year's Christmas Revels. No direct Appalachian expe
rience is necessary but any step dance experience
would be help-fuL Participation requires weekly prac
tices and 16 to 18 shows at Christmas time.
Auditions will be in September. For details and to
be contacted for time and place of auditions, please

call Judy Erickson, (978) 425-4877.
CDS Boston News
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CDS BOSTQN CENTRE EVENTS

English Country Dance

American Dance

Regular Events

Regular Events

WEDNESDAYS
Park Avenue Congregational Church. * Septem
ber 13 through June. 7:30 to 10:30 PM. Helene
Cornelius with George Fogg, Emily Ferguson,
Barbara Finney, Rich Jackson, Robin Rogers
Browne, & Jacqueline Schwab. Music: Bare
Necessities (Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary
Lea, Jacqueline Schwab) & others. $6; $5 CDS
members; $3 studentslbeginners
FIRST FRIDAYS

1st, 3rd, & 5th TUESDAYS.
Park Avenue Congregational Church. * Sept. 19 to
June 19, 2001. Beginners at 7:45, dancing 8:00
10:30 PM. $6; $5 members; $3 students & seniors
1st Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor & The Knights of
Tunisia. Sit-ins welcome. Slow Jam, 6:00-7:30
3rd Tuesdays: Open Mike for callers & musi
cians. Steve Boylan, (617) 629-2749, caller coordi
nator. Band leaders booked by Ann Cowan
September 19
John Chambers & New England Friends

For Experienced Dancers. Church of Our Sav
iour.* Oct. thru June. 8:15 to 11 PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with basic English Country
Dance figures. All dances will be taught. $5

Cathy Mason & Erica WeiSS, Southern Sounds

October 6: Brad Sayler with Jacqueline Schwab

December 19 TBA

November 3: Helene Cornelius with Jacqueline
Schwab
December 1: Robin Rogers-Browne with Roberta
Sutter

Special Events
October 7
An Evening with an English "Sayler." Concord
Scout House. * 8 PM. Brad Sayler from VA with
Karen Axelrod, Dave Langford, & Susan Kevra.
Info: Frank at (603) 878-4332 or Lilo at (978) 772
3311.$10
October 28
Fall Favorites. Weston Town Hall, Weston MA.
8:00-11 :00 PM. Helene Cornelius with music by
Bare Necessities. $8.00 advance; $10.00 at door

November 21

5th Tuesdays: Parties. Info: Ann Cowan, (617)
354-0864

October 31
Halloween Party. 'Round the World Contra.
Music by John Chambers & International
friends. Costumes, prizes, etc.

Special Events
at the Concord Scout House*
Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864

1st Saturday
December 2
Fourth Annual Art & Craft Fair 9:30 AM-4:00 PM
followed 7:30-8:15 PM by Double Header Dance,
refreshments, spaghetti dinner or BYO. 5:00-7:30
PM, Fifth Annual Klezmer Style Contra. Jacob
Bloom with the Klezmer Contra Band (John Cham
bers & friends). 8:15-11:00 PM. Sue Rosen with
Continued next page

For information about CDS Boston-sponsored dances, please call the number of the organizer listed for a
particular dance.

* Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations *
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord
Church of Our Saviour, Carlton & Monmouth Streets, Brookline
8
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American Dance, cont.

An English/American Dance
Saturday, September 16
Park Avenue Congregational Church.*
Potluck supper, 5:30-7 PM. Contact Mary
Stafford at mes@world.std.com or (617) 782
7266 to coordinate dishes for the potluck.
Dance, 7:30-11 PM. Called by Barbara
Finney & Dan Pearl, with music by Vince
O'Donnell & Roberta Sutter. $7 for supper &
dance, $5 for dance only. (See "Building
Bridges" on p. 3)

--

CDS Boston Centre's Labor
Day Weekend at Pinewoods
This weekend, September 2-5, offers a relaxed
program of English and American dance and music,
along with camper-led workshops and activities for all
ages. It is what you make it. Kids welcome. To see if
there is still space, contact Julie Mullen at (508) 435
2284 or jsm@world.std.com
Minutes, continued from page 3

options. Committee to work on this: George Fogg
Oulyonly), Nora Daoud & Mary Stafford.
2. Scout House: Allocation of Saturdays be
tween EDC & NEDC for 2000-01. Dates discussed:
10/7/00 & 12/2/00. After Ann Cowan submitted a
proposal for both, the Board sent out a request for
proposals to the membership, searching for "new
producers". EDC receieved one from Frank Attanasio
for 10/7 for an English Dance. NEDC received two
for 12/2, from Steve Boylan producing himself and
from Judy Francis for a dance with Domino, (Cana
dian), NEDC supported Ann Cowan's dance for 12/
2 as the most appropriate time to have the traditional
Art & Craft Fair. Boylan's was accomodated by giving
him a Fifth Saturday. Passed without objection.
Margaret asked the two Dance Committees to get
together and decide on a Process for future allocation.
The chairs agreed to have a joint meeting.
3. Terry reported that English theme parties on
Wednesdays have the highest attendance on record.
Ball Comments: To acheive more gender balance, it
was proposed to give preference to members to reduce
numbers and achieve greater balance. No discussion.
Continued on page
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Muse (Lissa Schneckenburger. Michael Kerry &
friends). $10

Fifth Saturdays
September 30, Harvest Moon Ball. Double
Header Dance. 5-11 PM. 5-7:30 PM: Ralph
Sweet calling contras & squares with TBA. 8:15
11 PM: Lisa Greenleaf with Nat Hewitt (fiddle), Bill
Tomczak (clarinet). & friends. Refreshments.
Spaghetti dinner or BYO, 7:30-8:15. $10
First Sundays
Challenging Contras, 7:30-10:30 PM with refresh
ments
November 5
Election Anticipation Dance. Lisa Greenleaf
with Einstein's Little Homunculus. $6
February 4
Post-Ground Hog Gala. Lisa Greenleaf with
Rodney Miller & Airdance. $7
March 4
Fair Wind Fiesta. Dan Pearl with TBA

Contras For All @ MIT
2nd & 4th Tuesdays year round. Student Center,
84 Mass Ave., 2nd 'fl., Lobdell Dining Room. 7:30
10:30 PM. Dinner at 6-6:30 PM -buy or BYO. MIT
students free, other students $2, non-students $4.
Free Parking: Kresge lot or St. (not in Resident
Parking). See article, flyer, or the Web for fall
program.

The Holiday Season Approaches!
The holiday season may seem a long time away, but
plans are already in place for CDS Boston Centre's
annual Gala Holiday Party. This year's event (which
will actually happen very early next year) will take
place on Saturday evening, January 6, 2001, at the
Scout House in Concord MA. There will be English
dancing from 7:30 to 11:00, with the now-famous
elegant dessert buffet served at the interlude. Dances
will be led by Barbara Finney, with music provided by
Karen Axelrod, Peter Barnes, and Mary Lea. Festive
attire is· encouraged, and admission will be $12.00 at
the door. There will be no advance ticket sales. Mark
your calendar!

CDS Boston News
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OTHER REGULAR BOSTON AREA DANCES
MONDAYS
Contra Dance. Concord Scout House. 7:30-10:30
PM. Various callers with Yankee Ingenuity. Info:
(781) 272-0396 or (781) 259-8442

Scottish Country Dance. Cambridge YWCA.
7:45-10:30 PM. $6. RSCDS. Info: (617) 484-0950

TUESDAYS
2nd & 4th Tue. English Country Dance. (Experi
enced, 5th Tues.) 1st Church of Jamaica Plain,
UU,Centre & Eliot Sts. Michael Cicone & Rob
Dobson, leaders, 7:30-10:00 PM. $5. Info: Micha
el, (781) 891-3296, or Rob, (781) 271-0356

THURSDAYS
New England Contras & Squares, VFW Hall,
688 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 8-11 PM. $5. Info:
(617) 354-1340, (781) 272-0396, (508) 229-2854,
or http://www.neffa.org/.-neffa/Thurs.html
Scottish Country Dance. Universalist Church,
211 Bridge St., Salem. 8:00 PM. $2. Info: (978)
745-2229

FRIDAYS
2nd Fri. Contras, Squares & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. Walter Lenk, music by
O'Connor's Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781 or
(978) 369-1232
3rd Fri. Contras and Squares with Roaring
Jelly. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road,
Lexington MA. Beginners at 7:45, dance 8-11 PM.
Susan Elberger with Debby Knight. $5. Info: (781)
944-3544 or http://www.toc.lcs.mit.edu......slonim/
rjelly.html

SATURDAYS
New England Contras & Squares, Concord
Scout House, 74 Walden St. 8-11 PM. $6
1st Sat., various callers & bands
2nd Sat., Tony Saletan with Concord Country
Dance Band. Info: (978) 369-4462

3rd Sat., Beth Parkes with Swinging on a
Gate. Info: (978) 667-7459

4th Sat., Walter Lenk with Jack O'Connor and
Debby Knight. Info: (978) 369-1232

10
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1st Sat. Contra Dances in Berlin. Berlin Town
Hall, Route 62, Berlin MA. 8:00-11 :00 PM. Tony
Saletan and Berlin Country Orchestra. $5. Info:
(978) 838-2104
3rd Sat. New England Squares & Contras.
Studio 665, 665 Salem St. (3rd fl.), Maplewood
Sq., Malden. Cammy Kaynor with Knights of
Tunisia. Instruction 7:00 PM, dance 8:00 PM. $5.
Info: (781) 324-7355
Some Sats. (6/10 & 22) Genderfree Dance.
Boston Gay & Lesbian Contra Dancers. 1st
Church of Jamaica Plain UU, Eliot & Centre. 7:30
11 PM. $5 before 8 PM, $6 after. Info: (617) 522
2216, (617) 522-1115, or http://www.tiac.net!
users/latte/lcfd
3rd Sat. Trad. New England Barn Dance.
Central Congregational Church, 85 Seaverns
Ave., Jamaica Plain. 8:00 PM. Contras, squares,
waltzes & polkas; music by Just Plain Folks. $5.
Info: (617) 524-1767

SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carlton & Monmouth St., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM.
Basic & experienced instruction. $4. Info: (617)
325-6657

CDS Boston's Recordings
Don't forget the availability of the wondeful CDs
of English Country Dancing. These are recorded for
dancing, with the required number of repeats.
The first volume, Favorites of the Boston Centre,
includes John Tallis' Canon, Sun Assembly, and Sally
in Our Alley. Up with Aily, Dublin Bay, and Smithy
Hill can be found on Volume 2, More Favorites ofthe
Boston Centre. Volume 3, Simple Pleasures, features
easy dances, such as Freeford Gardens, Handel with
Care, and Hole in the WalL Dances in Vol. 4, Modem
Pleasures, are newly composed dances from choreog
raphers such as Fried Herman and our own Victor
Skowronski.
Look for these musical gems at the edge ofthe stage
at a Wednesday evening dance, or order from CDSS
(cdss.org).

EESTIVALS & OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS
Call first to check details and directions.

August
25
French/Quebecois Dance
Party. Hastings House on
Union St., Walpole NH (be
hind the Unitarian Church).
Pierre Chartrand with music by
Richard Forest (01.H~bec), Alain
Chatry and Philippe Secheppet
(France). $7. Info: Susan Kevra,
skevra@marlboro.edu or (802)
257-2466; Glen Smith, (802)
722-3379

September
3 Sunday
Labor Day Dawn Dance. 207
Main St. (Rte. 5), Brattleboro
VT. ECD 3-6 PM with Colin
Hume. Contras 8 PM-3:30 AM
with Susan Kevra & Will Men
tor. 3:30-7 AM with Bill Olson.
Info: (802) 257-1819,257-1571,
or 257-1006; DawnDance
@nrthwnd.com; on the Web at
www.nrthwnd.com/dawn
dance/

9 Saturday
Harvest Moon English Coun
try Dance Party. Putney
Community Center, Christian
Square, Putney VT. 8:30-11:30.
Susan Kevra with music by BLT:
Mary Lea, Bill Tomczak & Pe
ter Barnes. $7. Info: Susan Kevra,
skevra@marlboro.edu or (802)
257-2466
16 Saturday
Special English Country
Dance. For callers and creators
ofEnglish country dances. Cre
ators can try out new dances,
and callers can gain experience
by calling particularly hard
dances. Info: Richard at (413)
665-0484 or Victor at (781) 935
9961. Travel directions at http:!
/www.amherst .edu/-fjjoseph/
16 Saturday
Potluck Dinner and Contra
Dance to benefit the Media
tion & Training Collaborative.
Guiding Star Grange, 401
Chapman St., Greenfield MA.
Potluck 6:30-8 PM, dance 8-11
PM. David Kaynor calling with

Mary Lea, Lise Brown, Michael
Kerry, & Marc Murphy. $7-10
sliding scale. No contact num
ber given.

17 Sunday
How to Play Swing Tunes. A
workshop for contra dance mu
sicians. Guiding Star Grange,
401 Chapnlan St., Greenfield
MA. 4-7 PM. Melody players
only. $10. Call to register, (413)
533-6958

November
10-12
NOMAD. Newtown High
School, Newtown CT. Partici
patory dancing and singing, jam
sessions, music and dance per
formances, workshops, crafts,
food, family activities. (203) 372
3890, or http://geocities.com/
hearcland/hills/8797/,or(203)
226-6681 If there are callers
interested, who haven't received
an application via snail mail,
contact Marc Horowitz at
nomadgrici@aoLcom, (203) 248
0291 or nomadgrid@aol.com

Minutes, continued from page 9

4. Ann Cowan, with NEDC approval, presented the
MIT proposal for next summer, for continuation of
same budget. Passed unanimously.
5. Margaret: Election Corrections
Anne Richardson: 1 year as Vice President
Jean Farrington: Director 1 year
Terry Gaffney: Nominating Committee
President's appointments, due to ballot errors, were
passed unanimously.
6. Terry proposed to appoint Harvey Cohen to
Eng. Comm. Passed unanimously.
7. Treasurer's Report from Mark Jones. We have
approximately $250,000 in assets so will need review

by a CPA or Audit for Certification. Required, this will
cost $2-4000/year. Accepted unanimously.
8. Grants Committee (Anne Richardson). Offered
Robin Rodgers Brown $300 to attend English Dance
Leader's Training ifCDSS said they would pay other
half, which they did. Granted Kenneth Allen $572 to
attend the Jaqueline Schwab music course (Buffalo
Gap), which the EDC recommended. Mike Bergman
requested funding of$250 for a dance. (Anne R: $200
actually requested, was granted by Comm. after Board
met, as they now know they have power to appropriate
up to $250 without Board consent.)

-Ann Cowan, Clerk
CDS Boston News
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OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA
Please call the info number to confirm date, time, and place.

CONTRAS
South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
SATURDAYS
2nd Sat. Contra Dance. George Marshall or Tim
Van Egmond, with Swallowtail. Beginners 8PM,
dance at 8:30. $6. Info: Ron (413) 253-5638,
ron@swallowtail.com, or www.swallowtail.com

Greenfield MA
FRIDAYS

3rd Fri. Contra Dance at the Guiding Star
Grange. 401 Chapman St., Greenfield MA. 8 PM
midnight. Susan Kevra. $6. Info: (802) 254-2874
or btomczak @saver.net

4th Sat. Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger,
Susie Secco, guests. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413)
367-9269 or sconger@shaysnet.com

SATURDAYS

5th Sat. Contra Dance. Susan Kevra with Sooz
a-rama. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or
sconger@shaysnet.com

Greater Providence Contradance. Oaklawn
Grange, Wheelock St., Cranston RI. 8:00-11 :00
PM. 5/27, 6/17. $6. Info: (401) 828-3229

Cranston RI

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
Cape Cod
English Country Dance on Cape Cod. Usually
2nd and 4th Fridays; call to confirm. West
Barnstable Community Hall, Route 149 (north of
Route 6), W. Barnstable MA. 7:30 PM. $4. Info:
Francis & Marjorie Worrell at (508) 362-9570
New Hampshire
SUNDAYS
English Country Dance in New Hampshire.
Sponsored by the NH English Country Dance So
ciety with funding from CDS Boston Centre. All $6
Concord. 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June. 6:30-9:30
PM. On grounds of old New Hampshire Hospi
tal, 105 Pleasant St.
Portsmouth. 3rd Sunday year round. Ports
mouth Ballroom, Vaughn Mall and Fleet Street.
7-9:30 PM
East Alstead. Varied schedule. Orchard
School. Info: (603) 756-3412

(603) 463-7771 or taylorgorman@juno.com
(603) 886-5071 or dbateman@sanders.com
(603) 934-2543 or jnoska@cyberportal.net

South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
MONDAYS
English Country Dancing. Robin Hayden and
Joyce Crouch with live music. All dances taught;
beginners welcome. $5. Info: Robin, (413) 256
8260

SATURDAYS
1st Sat. English Country Dancing. 8 to 10:30
PM. Helen Davenport with live music. $6. Info:
(860) 285-8694 or dancerhiker@yahoo.com
3rd Sat. English Country Dance, sponsored by
Pleasures of the Town. 8-11 PM. $7. Music by
Pleasures of the Town (Doug Creighton, flute &
melodeon; Joyce Crouch, piano; occasional
guests). Info: joycecrouch@compuserve.com or
(413) 549-4123
September 16: Robin Rogers-Browne
October 21 : Beverly Francis, with Chris Rua,
oboe & recorders
November 18: Marianne Taylor ("Dances You
Can't Get Enough Of!")
December 16: Caller TBA (Holiday Party)

(603) 742-2303 or LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net
Special Events
Sunday, October 22
Advanced English Country Dance. Challenging
dances for experienced dancers. 2-5 PM. Prompt
er, Beverly Francis. Info: Mary at (413) 549-8159
12
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For Those Who Like to Travel
OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND

September
1-3
Still Dancing (formerly Gotta
Dance). Camp Merri~Mac in
Black Mountain NC. Contra
& Cajun/Zydeco. Info: Still
Dancing, PO Box 10513,
Tampa FL 33679; contra
dancing@aol .com

1-4
Labor Day Dance and Music
Weekend. Spans. by Port
land Country Dance Com
munity. Suttle Lake OR.
Contras & Swing. Info: (503)
722-4555 or stengermacemon
@mome.com

9 Saturday
Dances-with-a-Differen ce
Ball. First in new series:
"Dances from Modern
Sources." Tring, Hertfordshire.
Colin Hume and The Falcon- .
ers. Info: imcf@bielab.force9
.co.uk or http://www.bielab
.co.uk!dwadball

29 - October 1
English-Contra Dance
Weekend. Pittsburgh PA. Sue

Rude Mechanicals. Info: marge
@logielink.com or (734) 665
7704 or (734) 747-8138.

October
13-15
Fall Dance Weekend at
Monte Toyon. Aptos CA. Bay
Area Country Dance Society.
Info: Vanessa Schnatmeir &
Alan Winston at (650) 365
2913 or winston@SLAC.stan
ford.edu; Robin Cohen, rcohen
@idiom.com or (650) 364-9177

20-22
The John Shaw 25th Anni
versary Country Dance
Weekend with Bare Necessi
ties. Columbus 0 H. Contra,
English, and Scottish. $59 be
fore Oct. 5; $65 after. Info:
John Shaw 25th Anniversary
Weekend, 410 Clinton Heights
Avenue, Columbus, Ohio
43202. or <http://www.big
scioty.com/shaw.html> or
swartell@cas.org>

Margaret Dale Barrand. Info:
see Oct. 27-29

December
26 - January 1
Winter Dance Week. Staffin
eludes Philippe Callens, A Band
Named Bob, Bob Dalsemer,
and others. Info: see Oct. 27-29

February
Tropical Dance Vacation

6-13
English Week. Gene Murrow
with Bare Necessities. Info: Tro
pical Dance Vacation, PO Box
602, Belchertown MA 01007,
TDV@wildasparagus.com, or
http://www.tropdanvac.com

15-22
Contra/Square Week. George
Marshall and Kathy Anderson
with Wild Asparagus and The
Monks. Info: see English Week
above

23-25

27-29
Fall Dance Weekend. John

International Dance Week
end. Marianne Taylor, empha

Dupre with Amarillis. Info:
Ralph Bangs, CDSS of Pitts
burgh, 1623 Denniston Street,
Pittsburgh PA 15217, rbangs
@vms.cis.pitt.edu, or (412)
422-7265

C. Campbell Folk School, Brass
town NC. ECD & squares. Info:
1-800-365-5724, dance@folk
school.org, http://www.folk
school.org, or John C. Camp
bell Folk School, 1 Folk School
Road, Brasstown NC 28902

sis on Balkan, French, Scottish.
Info: see Oct. 27-29

29 - October 1
FUDGE Fall Dance Week
end. Ann Arbor, Michigan.

November
17-19

Helene Cornelius & Bare Ne
cessities, Joseph Pimentel &

Winter Solstice Traditions
Weekend. Tony Barrand and

28 - March 7
Baile Mundo Mayo, Antigua
2001. 7 nights ofcontra dance
with Wild Asparagus. Info: PO
Box 42301, Santa Barbara CA
93140, bailemundonlaya@big
foot.com, or http://www.geo
cities.com/bailemundomaya

CDS Boston News
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Deadlines for Winter issue
(covering late November through early March 2000)

Editorial and calendar, November 1st; inserts/flyers, November 10th
Please be prompt!

CDS Boston
Centre Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

Meetings are open, All members
are welcome, but please call the
office at (617) 354-1340 to obtain
date, time, and place.

If you are planning an event or
have some other matter that re
quires consideration by the CDS
Board, please send a one- or two
page summary to:

Board of Directors
New England Dance Com
mittee
English Dance Committee

Margaret Keller
149 Stimson St.
West Roxbury MA 02132
or

News Needed
Ifyou are planning an event, write
it up! Send articles or announce
ments, preferably bye-mail with
NO formatting or attachments to:

lyrl@yahoo.com
or by mail to:

Lyrl Ahern, Editor
298 Central Street
Acton MA 01720-2444
(978) 263-4778

mskeller@MIT.EDU
CDS, Boston Centre's Web site:

www.cds-boston.org
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by the first Wednesday of the
month for consideration at the
subsequent meeting.

Phone Art Anger, (781) 899-8702
(home) or(617) 253-7044 (work),
to arrange delivery of mailing
inserts.

Deadline for Spring Newsletter: February 1 st , 2001. Details, back page.

From the President

New Mailing Address

As you will see from other articles in this issue, we
have been very bus, moving into a new office space
in Melrose, while maintaining and building our
regular series and special events.
I imagine that most of you are primarily involved
with either contras or English country dance. The
New England Dance Committee and the English
Dance Committee work with producers, musi
cians, and callers to present these social dances. You
may be less aware that in Boston we have a vibrant
ritual-dance community. As a part of that, I thought
I might share some recent experiences to gJve you
a taste of what ritual groups do. This year I have
focused much of my energy on developing my skill
as a clog dancer. Clog dance is essentially tapping
out rhythms in wooden-soled shoes.
Whether it be English, contra, morris, sword or
clog, there is a kind of magical connection between
dancers and musicians. Last week, arriving early to
Ha'Penny Morris practice, I spent the extra time
working on a clog dance made famous by Harry
Cowgill and Sam Sherry, clog champions from
England who taught for CDS three years ago. Ruth
Richards, a dancer from Martha's Vineyard, and I
have been working from the notation Harry gave
me and the video tape of Harry doing the routine at
a tl not too quick" pace. We have been working on
this routine off and on for about two years. The

For the near and perhaps the longer term future, CDS
Boston will be using a private mail box "PMB" for
its mail. Ellen Mandingo will continue to do the
initial sorting of incoming mail. This is best facili
tated by having a mail drop in Cambridge where
she lives, instead of her traveling to the new office
in Melrose. :t\iEFFA and CDS Boston will be shar
ing this address.
Forwarding for CDS Boston's mail from the old
Mass. Avenue address in Cambridge to the box
started on September 1. The proper address is:

Continued on page 2

CDS Boston Events on page 8
Other events on page 9-13

Address for News items on page 14

Country Dance Society Boston Centre
PMB 282
1770 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge MA 02140
PMB is important, as it is not a "post office box"
(POB). The post office can decline to deliver mail
addressed POB when it's really going to a PMB, so
be careful when using the new address.

-Mark Jones

The Center for Traditional
Dance and Music
The CDS-Boston Centre Board of Directors
took action at their meeting on Wednesday, Octo
ber 18, 2000, to become a "resident group" of the
Center for Traditional Dance and Music (CTDM).
The Board felt that the opportunity to become
involved in a long-term project with potential
stability for both regular events and office space
Continued on page 7
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From the President, continuedfrom page 1

dance is quite complicated, so mastering each step
requires repetition of the pattern over and over and
over. Chris Ricciotti, one of Ha'Penny's musicians
arrived and asked what I was working on. I gath
ered the courage to show him this "work in progress. II
As I was dancing, he began to playa tune on his
melodion. I asked what nlusic he was playing, as it
went so well 'with the dance. He said he heard a
melody in the rhythms I was tapping out and had
begun to compose a new piece of music for this
routine. This is the kind of magic that can occur
between a dancer and a musician.
Last spring I was asked to be a part of the New
Dancing Marleys and participate in a lecture dem
onstration given by Dr. Anthony Barrand at "Danc
ing in the Millenium," an international dance con
ference in Washington DC. He was to discuss the
evolution of wooden-soled dance, and in particu
lar, the Marley Tradition, performed by Anna and
Jim Marley from Rockville CT on the Major Bowes
radio show and by her father on vaudeville stage.
I learned a couple of these routines a while ago
from Tony Barrand and Kari Smith. Honored to be
invited to be part of this performance, I promised to
get "up to speed.'! Marley dances are done fast
very fast. Now my feet don't move quite as quickly
as Kari Smith's, Meg Ryan's, or Margaret Dale
Barrand's, but, as a group, we really held together.
With a great deal of sweat and practice in base
ments, porches, garages, and a barn, we put to
gether a show that would impress any audience.
Our toughest audience was Anna Marley her
self. Anna spent more than ten years working with
Tony and Kari, teaching her routines and steps. She
would not teach the next step until they mastered
the previous one completely. Six years ago I had the
honor to meet Anna at a workshop for which she
played. We hoped she could accompany us to DC
for the conference and perhaps play piano with
Paul Eric Smi th, our musician extraordinaire. Sadly,
she was diagnosed with cancer shortly beforehand
and was unable to make the trip.
We held our dress rehearsal at her convalescent
home. Our nerves were tight, but the delight in
Annals eyes was dear. She was so proud. While we
still had a great deal of work to polish the perfor
mance, we were well on our way and had the
blessingof the person who gave us these dances. To
DC we went, movable dance floors and marble
2
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pedestals among our Iuggage. Tony and Margaret
Dale Barrand, Kari and Paul Eric Smith, Meg Ryan,
and I gathered for one last concentrated rehearsal.
Finally came performance day. Brad Foster, Presi
dent of CDSS, introduced us to a crowd peppered
with friends and full of dance enthusiasts. Our
performance gathered momentum as we demon
strated some of the points that Tony made in his
lecture. The final shuffle was greeted with a stand
ing ovation-not only for us, but for Anna.
Upon our return, Tony, Margaret Dale, and Kari
showed Anna the video and slides and read the
lecture, so she would get a full sense of the presen
tation. Happy and pleased that her legacy contin
ues, she slipped peacefully away just a couple of
days later. As Tony said, she is now among the great
hoofers in the sky. We miss her and appreciate her
willingness to share her work and teach us.
We are trying to share Anna's art with others.
Meg and Kari have taught at Pinewoods and other
camps, Tony teaches a folk-dance class at BU, and
I have been working with members of Charles River
Rapper and Ha'Penny Morris. Carrying on a tradi
tion is an important part of the ritual community.
I hope this gives you a different glimpse of the
ritual community. Active and exciting, there are
surprises from every group. Watch this newsletter
for more information about classes, workshops,
and opportunities to get involved with this exciting
area of dance.
-Margaret Keller

Proposals for Dance Events
The CDS Board voted at their meeting on Octo
ber 18th to have all proposals for dances or events
reviewed by one of the dance committees (English,
American, or Ritual) that are responsible for coor
dinating the schedule of events, rather than being
presented directly to the Board. This helps to
ensure that budgets and projected attendaence are
realistic.
If you have an event you wish to propose, please
contact the appropriate dance committee. It does
not mean that the dance or event will be presented
by the committee, only that their review is neces
sary before a proposal is brought before the Board
for final approval.

New! Challenging Contra Series
A new Challenging Contra series began Sunday,
November 5, at the Scout House in Concord. Our
first dance in the new series was an exciting "Elec
tion Anticipation Dance," led by Lisa Greenleaf
with the band einstein's little homunculus, which
has a sizable following since entering the contra
scene two years ago.
About 130 dancers attended this event-smiles
were everywhere all evening. Generous people
brought home baked cookies. Julie Owen, Irene
and Cal Howard, Leonard Lu, and Art Anger
helped make it a success-kudos to you!
This new series will be held on occasional Sunday
evenings from 7:30-10:30 PM, after First Saturday
swing dances. Featured as "challenging," they will
offer an alternative approach for our community.
Though all dancers are welcome, speed in catching
on and moving with the group will be a definte
asset. Dances coming up in the series are:
February 4: Post Ground-Hog Gala. Lisa
Greenleaf with Rodney Miller, fiddle, and
Airdance (Mary Cay Brass, keyboard, David
Surrette, guitar and mandolin, Stuart Kenney,
bass, and Dan Zucchini, percussion). This is a
really hot combo. $7.
March 4: Fair Wind Fiesta. Dan Pearl with
Domino (Richard Forest, fiddle, Rejean Brunet,
piano, Sabin Jaques, accordion). Coming from
Canada, Domino is a special treat for us. They
will be part of several other events in the area
during this weekend.
From 2-5 PM that day, Domino and Pierre
Chartrand will lead a series of French Canadian
music and dance workshops at the Emerson Um
brella, 40 Stow St. in Concord. These will be at
2 and 3:30. Beginning and advanced clogging
with Pierre will be $15 each.
We will have a potl uck at the Scout House 5: 3 0
7 PM for those who wish to join us. For more
information and to register for the workshops,
call Judy Francis at (781) 894-3394.

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator

New Board Members
Sought for 200 I
The CDS Boston Centre Nominating Committee
seeks at least five new individuals to replace depart
ing CDS Board members, effective March 2001. If
you would like to contribute to the leadership of
CDSin this way, the Nominating Committee would
like to hear from you today.
The committee anticipates nominating individu
als for at least eight positions: six Board members
(five for a two-year term, one for a one-year term),
and two officers, the Vice President (for a one year
term) and the Clerk (for a two year term). The
committee intends to prepare a slate of candidates
in December and present it to the board at its mid
January meeting for approvaL
The formal duties of board members are not
burdensome; officers make a greater commitment.
We look for interested and thoughtfully coopera
tive contributors. The board meets four or more
times a year; officers, as members of the executive
committee, meet monthly. The board sets general
policies and authorizes proposals recommended by
CDS committees or otherwise brought before it.
The Vice President is the chair of the Grants Com
mittee, and the Clerk takes minutes for Board and
Executive Committee meetings and at the Annual
Menlbership Meeting. Board members are also ex
pected to participate through a committee; this
could include a dance committee, a Pinewoods
residential committee, or another CDS Boston pro
ject. There are fifteen board members and officers.
You may inquire about becoming a CDS Boston
board member or officer by contacting one of the
Nominating Committee members:
Eph Weiss
<Eph@ieee.org>
Nora Daoud
<nora@world.std.com>
Terry Gaffney <sgt13@newton.cam.ac.uk>
(until 12/20), <gaff@neu.edu> (after 12/20)
Lilo Gallagher <lilodave@dellnet.com>
Mark Jones
< busybusy@shore.net>
A CDS member may become a candidate indepen
dent of the above process, since the bylaws allow
that the slate shall include the name of any person
whose name is on a nominating petition signed by
at least fifteen members." Naturally, such a candi
date must inform the Nominating Committee be
!l

fore the committee finally prepares the ballot for
mailing to the membership in early February.
CDS Boston News

3

Every Tuesday Contras

Summer Jobs at Pinewoods Camp

in Arlington Heights and at MIT

Full-time and volunteer positions are available
for the coming summer at Pinewoods Camp in
Plymouth, MA. We especially need qualified cooks
and kitchen aides. Crew members live at camp and
have the opportunity to participate in the ongoing
dance and music programs.
Full-time crew should be available from approxi
mately June 1 through Labor Day, and volunteers
should be able to commit to 3-4 weeks of work (3
days/week). For more information and an applica
tion, contact:
Eileen Callahan, Camp Manager
Pinewoods Camp, Inc.
80 Cornish Field Road
Plymouth, MA 02360

Our Tuesday contras continue, attracting a steady
stream of newcomers, old timers, students, new
musicians, new callers, and our dedicated core. We
are dancing at the Park Avenue Congregational
Church in Arlington Heights (corner of Park Ave.
and Paul Revere Rd.) on first, third, and fifth
Tuesdays; on second and fourth Tuesdays, we
dance in Lobdell Dining Hall at the MIT Student
Center, co-sponsored by CDS Boston Centre and
the MIT Folk Dance Club.
On First Tuesdays, Cammy Kaynor calls and
leads the Knights of Tunisia with assistance from
Debby Knight and Scott Weaver, at the Park Ave.
Church, 8-10:30 PM.
Second and Fourth Tuesdays feature a variety of
callers and bands playing at MIT Student Center
throughout the year, 8-10:30 PM.
Third Tuesdays are Open Mike for callers and
musicians, with calling organized by Steve Boylan
and music led by various musicians. Park Ave.
Church, 8-10:30 PM.
Fifth Tuesdays offer another Open Mike oppor
tunity for callers and musicians, with calling orga
nized by Ann Cowan and music led by a variety of
musicians. Park Ave. Church, 8-10:30 PM.

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator

MIT Dances Coming Up in
Lobdell Student Center
Here we aim to provide a venue for new and
growing musicians, callers, and dancers, especially
encouraging students to join and enjoy our commu
nity. More experienced dancers are also most wel
come to enjoy the dance and facilitate this process.
Each week we have great music by skilled musicians
and enthusiastic leading by our callers.
A complete schedule of the dances to be held
during the next few months is on page 9. Visiting
callers please call (617) 354-0864.

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator
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manager@pinewoods.org

(508) 224-4858

Vintage Tea Dances
Eclectic Enterprises presents a Victorian Tea
Dance series, with recorded music and a mix of
teaching and dancing. Couple dances and set dances
will be taught or led by Patri Pugliese. Beginners are
especially welcome.
Dances will be held at the Parish Hall, First
Unitarian Society of Newton, 1326 Washington
St., West Newton--on December 10, January 14,
February 11, March 11, and April 8. Light refresh
ments will be served. For more information contact
Michael Bergman, Michael@VintageDancers.org
or (617) 964-7684.

Renaissance Dance for Everyone
Second Fridays
By Renaissonics. Jewett Hall; First Church in

Cambridge. Congregational; I I Garden Street.
7:30 PM. $8. Info: (617) 661-3353
December 12
Carols for Dancing. Harvard Epworth Church.

1555 Mass. Ave.• Cambridge. Concert of carols
and dance. 8 PM. $15, $10.

New Callers/New Dances
The Second Saturday English Country series is up
and running. This afternoon dance is for giving new
callers a chance to try their hand at the mike and a
forum for trying out new dances and reconstruc
tions before introducing them at a regular Wednes
day dance event. Walking these dances through to
work out the kinks has been valuable and helpful.
One of our choreographers, Victor Skowronski,
has dances that are danced on ball programs across
the country. So it's an excitingvenue for those who
want to see the nascent work of creative individuals
at the drawing board.
We have been dancing in the First Baptist Church
of Cambridge at 5 Magazine Street in Central
Square (just a block and a half from the Temple
Street YWCA where the Wednesday night English
dance was once held).
October and November; New caller Leonard Lu
called "Knives and Forks.!! George Fogg then gave
an interesting history on how this dance was redis
covered and reintroduced into the repertoire.
George Fogg tried out two reconstructions from
his research on American dance collections in the
English country dance tradition. Leslie Lassetter
tried outa dance from Feuillet's "Recueil de Contre
danses," a 1706 French collection of English coun
try dances and dances written in that aesthetic by
the French; Feuillet danced in the court of Louis
XN (the Sun King) of France.
Laura Stern introduced two dances to very lovely
music that she composed. She truly has a gift for

melody, and her dances were intricate and fun.
Victor Skowronski introduced about half a dozen
new dances to tunes by Susato, Copland (a waltz),
and a Polish Christmas carol. He has undertaken
the project of composing dances to all tunes in the
"Danserye," a collection of dance music by Susato.
Leslie Lassetter introduced three dances, one to the
popular waltz tune by Selma Kaplan, "April Waltz;"
the others to melodies she composed: "Little Star
ling" and "After the Philadelphia Ball."
Attended by an earnest handful of dancers, these
second Saturday dances have a workshop flavor.
They have felt intimate enough that dancers can
give immediate feedback from the floor.
Ken Allen played piano with great skill and ease
for both Second Saturday dances to date. He is very
lyrical at the keyboard and can dress a melody in the
loveliest of airs for a dance setting. Chris Rua joined
him in November on recorder. Her talent is already
well-known from her participation in the band on
Wednesday nights in Arlington Heights. Gene Albert
graciously volunteered his own sound system for
use of the callers.
If you have new dances to tryout, contact Victor
Skowronski at vjskowronski@tasc.com or (781)
935-9961. If you'd like to try calling a familiar
dance from the Boston ECD repertoire, contact
Leslie Lassetter at Lassetter_dances@ hotmail.com
or (781) 641-2782.

-Leslie Lassetter

Minutes of 9/20/00 Board Meeting
The office has been moved with the help of
Marcie Van Cleave, George Fogg, and Shelagh
Ellman-Pearl. Our new rent is 20% of $850, and
and we have 20% of the space. The move cost less
than anticipated.
The NEDC Report, written by Chris Reynolds,
was read by Anne Richardson and included unani
mous election of Ann Cowan to membership.

The EDC Report, written by Mary Stafford:
Leslie Lassetter presented a Second Saturday New
Voices Proposal for an English New CallerslNew
Choreographers' Series to be held October, No
vember, and January at the First Baptist Church in
Cambridge. Central Square. Leslie will coordinate
callers; Victor Skowronski, dances. This idea was
Continued o on page 9
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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting, October 18, 2000
Deb Hawkins made a presentation on behalf of
the Center for Traditional Dance and Music
(CTDM), which has invited CDS-BC to become a
resident group at the facility it plans to build at 98
George P. Hassett Drive, Medford. Floor plans and
architect's drawings were circulated for review.
CTDM is organized as anon-profit organization;
it is now applying for tax-exempt status. The opera
tional model has changed from one in which the
user groups would manage the building to one in
which a foundation will engage a director to admin
ister and manage CTDM and the building.
CTDM's primary mission is to provide a home
for traditional dance groups, four of which have
been invited to become resident groups. Its business
plan expects that it will become self sustaining in
three to five years. In addition to income from resi
dent groups, it expects to generate rental income
from other non-profit groups and business entities.
It has found there is a significant need for space for
rehearsals and auditions by various groups, and the
building has been designed to accommodate those
uses. It will also develop a "Friends" organization.
CTDM has convened a series of focus groups to
consider plans for the building and, as a result, has
made some alterations to those plans. The archi
tects attended a Folk Arts Center event and will
make a presentation to the semi-annual General
Meeting of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Soci
ety in November. They are available to make a
presentation to CDS-Boston Centre and NEFFA.
Deb presented a list of the benefits that CTDM
plans to offer its resident groups. They inel ude
priority scheduling of regular weeknight events and
special weekend event~, a resident-group rental
rate, a place on the advisory committee, an option
to rent office space, publicity through the CTDM
newsletter, and professional services, such as mar
keting assistance. In return CTDM requests an
initial contribution of $10,000 from each group,
access to its membership list, and help in fundraising
from individual donors.
The subsequent discussion addressed a number
of issues, including the size of the dance halls and
the proposed rental schedule for the various spaces.
It is possible that resident groups may be allowed
priority scheduling for more than one weeknight
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event. The required $10,000 contribution to the
CTDM would not prevent future contributions for
the building. If a resident group does not initially
choose to hold regular events at the CTDM, it
would not be precluded from doing so at a later
date. CDS-BC has funds available for the required
contribution in a building fund. Our membership
directory would not be used for fund-raising pur
poses, so CDS-BC members should have an oppor
tunity to opt out from the listings before they are
provided to CTDM. The question of resident group
membership on the CTDM board remains open.
It was voted that CDS-BC become a resident
group of the CTDM. A formal letter confirming
this decision will be sent to Deb Hawkins. CDS-BC
will promptly notify members of their option to be
removed from the list to be given to CTD M.
Mark reported on the office move from Cam
bridge to Melrose. He presented a memorandum
from George Fogg explaining the rent and electric
bill allocation and arrangements to cover telephone
installation charges. We expect that the Melrose
space will need to be rented for a second year.
George's memorandum also transmitted information
on a dance presentation at a historic house in New
Hampshire and a member's suggestion that CDS
BC revive a dance demonstration group. No action
was taken on either item.
Residential weekend reports: No report was yet
available for First Weekend or Labor Day. Jamie
Beaton in an informal report for the 2000 Fourth of
July Weekend stated that the surplus, $800, was
less than the $1,000 anticipated in the budget. For
Continued on page II

As many of you know, we have moved OUf
offices to:
42 West Foster Street
Melrose MA 02176
next to the Melrose Police Station.
Phone for Folk Arts Center in this office is
(781) 662-7475.
The new address location is NOT the
mailing address, which is a PMB in Cam
bridge. (See page 1.)

Volume 4 Now Shipping
Volume 4 of the Boston Centre's English Coun
try Dance collection is "Modern Treasures". Bare
Necessities have done a wonderful job on these
selections, including All Saints' Day, A New Begin
ning, Fenterlarick, Shandy Hall, 0 Susato, In the
Bleak Midwinter, Winter Solstice, Michael and All
Angels, and The Homecoming. The recording is
available from Gene Murrow (the producer), the
musicians, CDSS, and Cotswold Music Society
(and other dealers, shortly).

Center for Trad. Dance 6- Music, continued from page 1

Gala Holiday Party!
The CDS Boston Centre's annual Gala Holiday
Party will take place on Saturday evening, January

6,2001, at the Scout House in ConcordMA. There
will be English dancing from 7:30 to 11:00 PM,
with the now-famous elegant dessert buffet served
at the interlude. Dances will be led by Barbara
Finney, with music by Karen Axelrod, Peter Barnes,
and Mary Lea. Admission is $12 at the door.

was a worthwhile investment. The CTDM stated as
one goal the intention to provide a permanent
hon1e for groups like CDS, small non-profits with
fluctuating memberships, so they could have some
stability in costs and spaces available to them. The
Board was unanin10us in acceptance of the CTDM
proposal. It will be a great opportunity for the Bos
ton area traditional dance and music community.
Becoming a "resident group" has certain benefits
for CDS-Boston and incurs some obligations, but
does not mean that all or any CDS events will be
moving in the near future. Any relocation of the
offices or the dance series will be after discussion by
the Board, membership, and affected committees.
Benefits are priority booking at the lowest rates
for weekly and special events, as well as office space
rental option. While the Board did not specify if or
when we would move anything to the CTDM, be
coming a resident group gives us the option to do so
later with preferred pricing and schedules. Other
benefits include professional assistance in member
ship development from the CTDM's staff, a place
on the Advisory Committee of CTDM, free kitchen
space for events, inclusion in their publicity, etc.
CDS-Boston Centre's commitment to the CTD M
as a resident group involves a one-time contribu
tion of $10,000. Our contribution could come out
of the $40,000 earmarked for the "building fund,"
of which none has so far been spent. Our commit
ment also involves use of the CDS-Boston Centre
membership list for CTDM fundraising (see en
closed form for an option to remove your name and

tance with donor solicitation. The CTDM would
use Boston Centre names only for its own fund
raising, with no names passed on to other groups.
While CDS-Boston Centre has rented office space
in Melrose for the next year, with option to renew,
and while dances will continue at present locations
for the foreseeable future, loss of the office space at
the Masonic Hall and dissatisfaction with Hanum
Hall at the YWCA in Cambridge show that we are
al ways at the mercy of our landlords and that their
interests may not coincide with ours. We will watch
the CTDM's progress with interest-a long-term
space dedicated specifically to dance and music
groups may provide CDS-Boston Centre with wel
come stability in the future.
The CTDM will be housed in a new building
which is still in the planning stages. Land has been
purchased in Medford Square, but it will be several
years before space is available. Focus groups from
the other groups being invited to accept resident
group status (Folk Arts Center, NEFFA, and the
RSCDS Boston Branch) have been meeting with
Deb Hawkins and the architects.
Presentations have been or will be made to all
these groups. Information on the building is being
requested and integrated by Deb Hawkins and the
architect. Preliminary plans show three floors of
hall and office space with two levels of parking,
below ground and at ground level. The top floor
includes a large dance hall with stage, kitchen, and
parlor. Other spaces include a rnedium-sized dance
hall with adjoining kitchen and changing rooms, a
smaller hall, offices, and access by elevator and
staircase. It is an exciting project for the area's

address from this process), and individual assis-

dance and music community.
-Judy Erickson
CDS Boston News
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CDS BOSTON CENTRE EVENTS

English Country Dance

American Dance

Regular Events

Regular Events

WEDNESDAYS
Park Avenue Congregational Church.* 7:30-10:30 PM
through 6121. Helene Cornelius with George Fogg.
Emily Ferguson. Barbara Finney, Rich Jackson. Jacque
line Schwab, & Robin Rogers-Browne. Music: Bare
Necessities (Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea. Jac
queline Schwab) & others. $6; $5 CDS members; $3
stud ents/begi nners
FIRST FRIDAYS
For Experienced Dancers. Church of Our Sav
iour.* Oct. thru June. 8: 15 to I I PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with ECD figures. All taught. $5
January 5: George Fogg with Jacqueline Schwab
February 2: Barbara Finney with Jacqueline Schwab
March 2: Brad Foster with Jacqueline Schwab

Special Events
Saturday, January 6
Gala Holiday Party. Scout House.* English dancing
7:30 to II :00 PM. Barbara Finney with Karen Axelrod,
Peter Barnes, and Mary Lea. Elegant dessert buffet,
Festive attire. Admission, $12 at door
Saturday, January 13
New Dances/New Callers. First Baptist Church, 5
Magazine Street, Central Sq.• Cambridge. 2-5 PM. If
you want to call, contact Leslie Lassetter, (781) 641
2782. To try out a new dance that you have written,
call Victor Skowronski. (781) 935-9961. $5
Saturday, March 3
Boston Playford Ball. Monument Hall, Concord
MA. 8-12 PM. Helene Cornelius with Bare Necessities.
After-noon Workshop. 1:30-4:30 PM; Brad Foster &
Jacqueline Schwab with Amy Cann & Roberta Sutter.
Advance registration required. Info: Mary Stafford,
(617) 782-7266 or mes@world.std.com

1st, 3rd, & 5th TUESDAYS. Through June
Park Ave. Congregational Church, Arlington Heights.*
Beginners at 7:45. dancing 8:00-10:30 PM. Free parking
next to church. $6; $5 members; $3 students & seniors
Ist Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor & the Knights of
Tunisia. Sit-ins welcome. Slow Jam, 6:00-7:30 PM
3rd Tuesdays: Open Mike for Callers & Musi
cians. Caller coordinator, Steve Boylan. (617) 629
2749. Bandleaders, call Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
December 19: Holiday Dance. Music by Pan
Chan, Laura Davidson & sit-ins
January 16: Warm-Up Dance. Music by Pan
Chan & Laura Davidson
February 20: Post-Ground Hog Day Dance.
Music by Jim Guinness & Debby Knight
March 20: Equinox Dance. Music by Pan Chan &
friends
5th Tuesdays: Special Parties. Open Mike. coordi
nated by Ann Cowan
January 30: Pre-Ground Hog Day Party.
Music by Jim Guinness & Debby Knight

Special Events
at the Concord Scout House*
Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
5th Saturdays
December 30: Fin de Siecle Dance. 8-1 I PM.
Steve Boylan with Amy Larkin, Nat Hewitt, & Peter
Barnes. $6.
March 3 I: Gala Spring Fling Bash. Contra Dance
Delirium 3 with Wild Asparagus. 7-1 I PM with elegant
dessert. $10
Continued next page

* Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations *
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave., Cambridge
Church of Our Saviour, Carlton & Monmouth Streets, Brookline
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
8
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Winter Schedule:

American Dance, (ont.

December 12: Klezmer Style Contra Party.
Some Sunday Evenings (New Series)
Challenging Contras for experienced dancers. 7-10:30
PM with refreshments. $7

February 4: Post-Ground Hog Day Party. Lisa
Greenleaf with Rodney Miller & Airdance (Mary Cay
Brass. Dave Surrette. Stuart Kenney, Sam Brewton, &
Kenney Sound)
Co-sponsored with

the MIT Folk Dance Club at MIT
Contra Dance For All at MIT. Lobdell Dining Hall,
MIT Student Center, Cambridge. 8-10:30 PM. All year.
$4, $2, MIT students free

Jacob Bloom with Klezmer Contra Band, led by
John Chambers with Ben Pasamanick & Mary Ann
Cygnel

December 26: Holiday Party. Tamara Golden
with Pan Chan and Judy Francis

January 9: New Beginnings Dance. Special for
beginners and students-and all. Tony Saletan with
Pan Chan, Cal Howard, and sit-ins

January 23: Second New Beginnings Dance.
Special for beginners and students-and all. lisa
Greenleaf with einstein's little homunculus

February 13: Valentine's Day Dance. Leslie
Lassetter with Eric Merrill, Cal Howard. sit-ins

February 27: Mardi Gras Party. Eve Kitchen
with Cathy Mason & Erica Weiss

A Renewal Reminder from the
Membership Secretary
Take a look at the mailing label on this issue of the
CDS Boston News. There will be several sets of
characters across the top. The set farthest to the
right should be a letter or a number. If it is the
number 00, it indicates that your membership,
which expired on August 31, has not yet been
renewed, in which case this is the last issue of the
CDS Boston News you will receive until you renew.
You can do that at any Tuesday or Wednesday
dance or by sending your name, your current ad
dress and phone number(s), and a check, made out
"CDS, Boston Centre" to
Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
c/o Arthur Ferguson, Membership Secretary
31 Ledgewood Road
Framingham, MA 01701-3626
The membership categories and amounts are
Regular (Individual), $20.00
Senior/Student/Low Income: $10.00
Contributor (Basic Family): $30.00
Supporter: $40.00
Sponsor: $60.00
Patron: $100.00
Benefactor: $500.00
Any membership at the Contributor level or
above can serve as a family nlembership and include
up to two adults and any children under the age of
18 all at one mailing address.

-Arthur Ferguson

March 13: Intimations of Spring Party. Ann
Cowan with music TBA

March 27: Spring Fever. linda Leslie with Pan
Chan, Cal Howard, & sit-ins

Minutes 0/9120100, continued from page 5

discussed by EDC inJuneand perceived asreinforc
ing other activities.
Mark: The Nominating Committee needs four
new people. Lilo Gallagher was nominated and
approved. Mark volunteered, full Board must ap
prove him. We also need a Pinewoods Camp Inc.
representative for a three-year term. Ann and Adam
expressed interest in this position. The person must
be elected by the PCI Board.
Priscilla presented a proposal for February 3,
2001, English-Scottish Dance to be held at the
PACC. The Committee is Priscilla Adams (CDS), R.
P. Hale, Peter Price, and Howard Brezner.

-Ann Cowan, Clerk
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OTHER REGULAR BOSTON AREA DANCES
MONDAYS

SATURDAYS

Contra Dance. Concord Scout House. 7:30-10:30
PM. Various callers & Yankee IngenUity. Info: (781)
272-0396 or (781) 259-8442

New England Contras & Squares. Concord Scout
House, 74 Walden St. 8-11 PM. $6

Scottish Country Dance, Cambridge YWCA. 7:45
10:30 PM. $6. RSCDS. Info: (617) 484-0950
TUESDAYS
2nd & 4th T ue. English Country Dance. (Experi
enced on 5th Tues.) Ist Church of Jamaica Plain, UU,
Centre & Eliot Sts. Michael Cicone & Rob Dobson,
leaders, 7:30-10:00 PM. $5. Info: Michael, (781) 891
3296, or Rob. (781) 271-0356.

THURSDAYS
New England Contras & Squares, VFW Hall, 688
Huron Ave.• Cambridge. 8-1 I PM. $5. Info: (781) 662
6710 (NEFFA), (781) 272-0396 (Cal), (508) 229-2854
(Dan), or http://www.neffa.orgl-neffalThurs.html
Scottish Country Dance. Universalist Church, 2 I I
Bridge St., Salem. 8:00 PM. $2. Info: (978) 745-2229
FRIDAYS
Ist or 2nd Fri. Renaissonics. Renaissance dance for
everyone. Jewett Hall, First Church in Cambridge
Congregational, I I Garden Street, Cambridge. 7:30
PM. Charles Garth teaching. Info: (617) 661-3353
2nd Fri. Contras, Squares & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. Walter Lenk, music by O'Connor's
Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781 or (978) 369-1232
3rd Fri. Contras and Squares with Roaring Jelly.
Ist Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road, Lexington MA.
Beginners at 7:45, dance 8-11 PM. Susan Elberger with
Debby Knight. $5. Info: (781) 944-3544 or http://
www.toc.lcs.mit.edu.-slonim/rjelly.html
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Ist Sat., various callers & bands
2nd Sat., Tony Saletan with Concord Country
Dance Band. Info: (978) 369-4462
lrd Sat., Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate.
Info: (978) 667-7459
4th Sat., Walter Lenk with Jack O'Connor and
Debby Knight. Info: (978) 369-1232
Ist Sat. Contra Dances in Berlin. Berlin Town Hall,
Route 62, Berlin MA. 8:00-11 :00 PM. Tony Saletan and
Berlin Country Orchestra. $5. Info: (978) 838-2104
3rd Sat. New England Squares & Contras. Studio
665, 665 Salem St. (3rd fl.), Maplewood Sq., Malden.
Cammy Kaynor with Knights of Tunisia. Instruction
7:00 PM, dance 8:00 PM. $5. Info: (781) 324-7355
Some Sats. (61 10 & 22) Genderfree Dance. Boston
Gay & Lesbian Contra Dancers. Ist Church of Jamaica
Plain UU, Eliot & Centre Sts. 7:30-1 I PM. $5 before 8
PM, $6 after. Info: (617) 522-2216. (617) 522-1115, or
http://www.tiac.netlusers/latte/lcfd
3rd Sat. Trad. New England Barn Dance. Central
Congregational Church, 85 Seaverns Ave., Jamaica
Plain. 8:00 PM. Contras, squares, waltzes, & polkas;
music by Just Plain Folks. $5. Info: (617) 524-1767

SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carlton & Monmouth Sts., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM.
$4. Info: (617) 325-6657
NEFFAIFolk Arts Center Family Dances. Con
cord Scout House, 74 Walden, Concord MA. 2-4 PM.
Music by Cal Howard & friends. Various callers.
Appropriate for ages 5 and up. $4; $15 family max. Info:
FAC. (617) 491-6083; N EFFA, (617) 354-1340

Continued next paffe

OIHER~ECJAL EVENTS
Call first to check details and directions.

FESTIVALS &

December
17 Sunday
Yankee Ingenuity Christmas
Cotillion. Concord Scout
House. A dance party featur
ing classic contras and 19th
century quadrilles, with Peter
Barnes, John Chapin, Cal
Howard, Mary Lea, Jack
O)Connor , Tony Parkes, and
Bill Tomczak. Reception, 6: 15
PM. Ends at 10:30 PM. $12
in advance from Cal Howard
at dances or YI Productions, 6
T ami Lane, Burlington MA
01803. $14 at door. Info:
(781) 272-0396 or caldance
@gis.net

2001
January
12-14
Ralph Page New England
Dance Legacy Weekend. Me
morial Union Building, UNH,
Durham, NH. Tony Parkes,
Bob McQuillen, Lisa Green-

leaf, Laurie Anders, Cathie
Whitesides, & Swallowtail.
Info: NEFFA Webhttp://
www.neffa.org!-neffa/rplw
.pdf or Chris Ricciotti, (617)
524-4732 or chris_ricciotti
@usa.net
27 Saturday
3rd Annual Elm City Assem
bly. New Haven. Mistress of
Ceremonies Robin Hayden.
Music by The Playford Con
sort (Marshall Barron, Phoebe
Barron, Grace Feldman, and
Margaret Ann Martin.) No
gender balancing. Registration
form is available at http://
pantheon. yale.edul ~bfr41
elm.city.baI1.2001.htIn1

February
] Saturday
English-Scottish Party. Park
Avenue Congo Church,Arling
ton. 8 PM. The White Cock
ade with Scottish MC Lance
Ramshaw and English MC
Brad Foster. $8. Info: Priscilla
Adams, arachne@ aol.com

1 Saturday
Grand Victorian (1890s) Ball.
TheAstors' Beechwood, New
port RI. Co-sponsored by
Commonwealth Vintage Dan
cers & The Astors' Beech
wood. Direction by Patri J.
Pugliese. Period style dress or
formal wear. Costuming info:
Barbara or Patri at (781) 396
2870, Katy at (781) 593-3038,
or Costumes@VintageDan
cers.org Registration re
quested. Info: The Astors'
Beechwood Mansion, (401)
846-3772 (office hours, M-F
8AM-4PM)

March
17
Returning Heroes Ball. Win
chester MA. To celebrate the
Returning Heroes of the War
between the States. Music by
Spare Parts. Reservations re
quired. Info: Barbara or Patri
Pugliese (781) 396-2870 or
ReturningHeroes@Vintage
Dancers.org

October Minutes, continued.from page 6

Fourth of July 2001, all fees have been increased by
$10. Andy Horton from Vermont will be Jamie's
co-chair next year.
The Board went into executive session to discuss
a request from the NEDC to add a new committee
member. It was voted ~o approve the NEDC's
request to add Ann Cowan to its membership.
Ann Cowan reported for the NEDC. The fifth
Saturday dance in September, which featured after
noon and evening dances with a dinner in between,
was less well attended than anticipated.
The Board voted to adopt a policy recommended
by the executive committee relating to procedures

for submitting proposals for CDS-BC sponsored
dances. It is discussed in a brief article on page 2.
The Board voted to assign the Fifth Saturday slots
at the Scout House in 2001-2002 totheNEDC, and
the First Saturday slot in January, 2002 to the EDC.
The NEDC asked for an additional Challenging
Contra Dance in the Sunday series for May 6, and
that was approved.
Arthur Ferguson reported for the English Dance
Committee. Average attendance at the Wednesday
evening dances this fall has been slightly lower than
last year (50 as opposed to 55.) The first Second
Continued on page 13
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OUTSIDE THE

BOST~ON

AREA

Please call the info number to confirm date, time, and place.
CONTRAS
South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
SATURDAYS
2nd Sat. Contra Dance. George Marshall or Tim Van
Egmond. with Swallowtail. Beginners 8PM. dance at
8:30. $6. Info: Ron (413) 253-5638. ron@swallowtail
.com, or httpllwww.swallowtail.com

Greenfield MA
FRIDAYS
3rd Fri. Contra Dance at the Guiding Star
Grange. 40 I Chapman St.• Greenfield MA. 8 PM
midnight. Susan Kevra. $6. Info: (802) 254-2874 or
btomczak@~sover .net

4th Sat. Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger, Susie
Secco, guests. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or
sconger@shaysnet.com

SATURDAYS

5th Sat. Contra Dance. Susan Kevra with Sooz-a
rama. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan. (413) 367-9269 or sconger
@shaysnet.com

Greater Providence Contradance. Oaklawn
Grange. Wheelock St., Cranston RI. 8:00-11 :00 PM.
$6. Info: (401) 828-3229

Cranston RI

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
Cape Cod
English Country Dance on Cape Cod. 2nd and
4th Fridays. West Barnstable Community Buitding.
7:30 p.m. 121 8. '/12 & 26, 2/9 & 23, 3/9 & 23, 4/13 &
27, 5111 & 25, 6/8. Music by Janet Gage. $5. Info: (508)
362-9570 or fmworrell@capecod.net
New Hampshire

SUNDAYS
English Country Dance in New Hampshire.
Sponsored by the NH English Country Dance Society.
All $6
Concord. 2nd Sunday, Sept.-june. 6:30-9:30 PM.
Howard Auditorium, 105 Pleasant St. Jan. 14th will
feature Laurie Andres & Cathie Whitesides from
Seattle
Portsmouth. 3rd Sunday year round. Portsmouth
Ballroom, 41 Vaughn Mall & Fleet Street. 7-9:30 PM

MONDAY'S
English C()luntry Dancing. Robin Hayden and Joyce
Crouch with live music. All dances taught; beginners
welcome. $5. Info: Robin. (413) 256-8260

SATURDJ'YS
I st Sat. English Country Dancing. 8 to 10:30 PM.
Helen Davenport with live music. $6. Info: (860) 285
8694 or dancerhiker@yahoo.com
3rd Sat. English Country Dance. sponsored by
Pleasures of the Town. 8-1 I PM. $7. Music by Plea
sures of the Town (Doug Creighton, flute & melode
on; joyce Crouch, piano; occasional guests). Info:
joycecrou,ch@compuserve.com or (4' 3) 549-4123
Dec 16 Brad Foster (Holiday Party ...potluck
refreshments )
Jan I 6 Gene Murrow

Info:
(603) 463-7771 or taylorgorman@juno.c
(603) 886-5071 or dbateman@sanders.com
LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net
jnoska@cyberportal.net
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Feb 17 TBA
Mar 17 Jacqueline Schwab
Special Eyents
Sunday, March 18, 200 I
Advanced English Dance for Experience Danc
ers. Challenging dances for experienced dancers. 2-5
PM. Jacqueline Schwab calling. Music by Mary Lea and
Amy Cann. $10

For Those Who Like to Travel
OUTSIDE

NEW ENGLAND

2001

February

Monks. Info: http://www
.tropdanvac.com

January

6-13
English Dance Week in
St. Croix. Gene Murrow with
Bare Necessities

March

26-28

Bayou Bedlam. Houston,
Texas. Carol Ormand with
music of Last Gaspe and
M&M (Mimi Rogers and
Marily Cooper). Info: Alice
Bohlae, (713) 861-4185 or
michead@aol.com. Website
http://menlbers .aol.com/
hatds/home.htm)

and
15-22

Contra and Square Dance
Week in St. Croix. George
Marshall & Kathy Anderson
with Wild Asparagus and the

October Minutes, continued from page 11

Saturday afternoon dances for new callers and new
dances attracted a small number of people.
The Park Avenue Congregational Church (PACC)
is purchasing green velour curtains for the stage and
windows. The total cost will be $1,85 O. A contribu
tion of up to $1,200 to the PACC was approved to
help with the cost, hoping to improve accoustics.
Arthur also gave the membership report. Mem
berships have remained about the same, but income
from memberships has increased.
Nominating committee: The executive commit
tee approved Lilo Gallagher as a member of the
nominating committee. One Board member slot
remained open. It was voted to appoint Mark Jones
to the nominating committee for a two-year term.
Mark then reviewed the term expiration dates for
the current officers and directors, mentioned some
positions for which it is known that candidates will
be required, and asked for the assistance of all
Board members in suggesting possible candidates.
New business:
1. The Grants Committee received a proposal to
support a contra dance at the Unitarian-Universal
ist Church in Wakefield one Sunday a month. Only
one other contra dance now takes place in the
North Shore area. The budgeted expenses for call
ers and musicians total $225 per session. The

31 Saturday
Bay Area Country Dance So
ciety Playford Ball. Oakland
CA. Lise Dyckman, Artistic
Director, with music by Avis
Minger, Charlie Hancock, &
others. Info: Annette Kindred,
(501) 548-1794 before 10 PM
PST; kindredfox@yahoo.com

proposal requests a grant of $1250 to cover short
falls between admission fees and expenses. The
Grants Committee has already authorized a grant
of $250 and recommends that the Board approve
an additional $1,000. It was voted to approve a
grant of $1,000 to the Unitarian-Universalist Church
of Wakefield to support a monthly contra dance
series. The grant is an addition to the $250 already
approved by the Grants Committee.
2. Bare Necessities has requested permission to
use for their own purposes a series of articles on the
individual members of the band written by Eph
Weiss for the CDS-BC newsletter. It was voted to
approve the request, with the recommendation that
band members check with the author about appro
priate acknowledgements of authorship.
3. The Board discussed procedures for editing
the membership list before providing it to the
CTDM. It was decided that the newsletter is a
suitable vehicle for giving members an opportunity
to opt out of the list for purposes of distribution to
other organizations. Judy Erickson volunteered to
prepare an article for the newsletter on the Board's
decision to become a resident member of the CTDM
and a flyer explaining the opt-out process. The flyer
will include a tear-off coupon to be returned by
members who wish not to be listed.

-Jean F. Farrington, Clerk pro tempore
CDS Boston News
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Deadlines for Spring issue
(covering late February through June 2001)

Editorial and calendar: February 1st; inserts/flyers, February 10th
Please be prompt!

CDS Boston
Centre Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

Meetings are open. All members are welcome, but please as
an officer or committee member
to obtain date, time, and place.

If you are planning an event or

Board of Directors

English Dance Committee
CDS, Boston Centre's Web site:
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If you are planning an event,
write it up! Send articles or announcements, preferably by e
mail with NO formatting or attachments to;
lyrl@yahoo.com
or by mail to:

Margaret Keller
149 Stimson St.
West Roxbury MA 02132
or
mskeller@MIT.EDU

New England Dance
Committee

http://www .cds-boston.org

have some other matter that requires consideration by the CDS
Board, please send a one- or two
page summary to:

News Needed

II

by the first Wednesday of the
month for consi?eration at the
subsequent meetIng.

Lyrl Ahern, Editor

298 Central Street
Acton MA 01720-2444
Phone Art Anger, (781) 899
8702 (home) or (617)253-7044
(work), to arrange delivery of
mailing inserts.

