
I5  YEARS AGO:

I I ISTOITICAL NOTES

Fifty Years or More
a let , t ,er f ronr L)ouglas Kcnnedy,

Director,  I ingl ish I io lk l )anc.e and Song Society
(rnai led frorn I ingland on May 27, 1965)

I  c r r r  r e n r e r n l r e r  u l r e n  o r r e  o f  o r r r  N l o r r i s  S i < l c  o f  s i x  r r r e t r - r l ; r n < ' o r s  ( ; t  c l t ; r p  r t a n r e d  ( ' l a u t l e  \ V r i g h t  )  u a s  i n v i t e c l  L o  v i s i t

t . l r c  I  l .S . .A .  t rv  a  I ' ro fessor  l laker .
' l l r i s  

t v : r s  i r r  l { ) l i l  a r r < l  l . h c  r c . s l  o f  r r s  s e r e  g r c c n  w i t h  e r r r ' 1  ; r l  \ \ ' r i g l r t  s  g o o < l  f i r t l t t t r e .  l t .  u : r s  t r o l  r t t r t i l  1 9 2 7  l . l r a t  I  h a d

e . s : r  p i o r r c e r  i r r  t h o  r e c o v e r - y  o i  f o l k  s o r r g  i r r  N o r t l r  . 4 r r r e l i r ' ; r .  I l e  a l s o  l r a < l  o s t a l r l i s l r e r l ; r t r < l  u i < l e r t e t i  . { n t e r i c a n  i t t t e r e s t  i n  t h e

I ' i r r g l i s l r  t  r ; r r l i l  i o r r s  o f  s o n g  a l r t l  r l a l r c e .

\ \ l r i l e  t l r i s  p r o c e s s  u ' a s  g o i r r g  o n  h e  f e l l  l l r e  r r e e t l  o f  h c l l r c r s  S o n r e  o f  l l r e s e  l r e  f o t t t r t l  a n r o t t g  h i s  t t e u ' A t r r e r i c a n  f r i e n d s

r v l r o s e  n ; l r r o s  l r e g : r r r  t o  ( ' r ' o [ )  u l )  i r r  l r i s  l e t l e r s  1 ( )  u s ; r l  l r o r r r e .  N o t ; r l r l - y  t ] r a l  o I  i \ l r s .  . 1 . . i .  S t o r r o r r  o f  I ] o s t o r r  u l t o  s e e l l r e < l  l o  b e a r

a  r r r ; rg i< '  u ' ;u r< j  l  ha t  wave< l  awav ar r r '  o l rs t ; r r ' l es  i l r  Sharyr ' s  pa th .

i n  l e a r i r r g  F i r r g l a n r l  ; u r < l  s e < ' r r r i l l  f o r  l l r c  r r r r k r r o u n  < l : u r g e r s  o f  l j f e  i l r  l l r e  I  l r i t e < l  S l a t e s .  I t .  u a s  w a r l i n r e  a r r t l ,  t i e < l  r i o w n  a s  w e

w e r e  o r r r s e l v e s .  u e  r r a t r r r a l l . y  r r r g e r l  l - i l r  l o  a c t c p t  t l r i s  g r e a l  c l r ; r t r t e  u ' l r i < l r  o f  t o t t t s e  s h e  t l i d .

( ) l r  : r r r i v ; r l  s l r e  w ; r s  r r r e t  l r . , 1 ' l l e l r . l r  S l o r r , r r v ; u r < l  l l r i s  l i r s l  e t r < o t r t t . e t ' l c t l  t o ; r  c l o s e  f r i c t t r l s l r r p  t l r a t  l a s t e < l  a  l i f e t i n r e ,  a n d

t o  a  l r r a r r i ; r g o  1 h : r l  < l r : r r r g e d  l , i l l ' ' s  r r a l l r e  1 o  ( ' o r r ; r r r l  : r r r < l  l r e r  l r o n r e  l l o n t  \ o r k s l r i r c  l o  l ] o s l o l t ; r t r t l  l , i t t < ' o l n .

t  r r l i l  u t  l r a r l  l l r e  c l r ; r r r c e  l . o  s e e  l o r  o r r r s e l v e s  u e  l r c ; r r < l  o f l l r e  e r r l l r r r s i ; r s t . i c  u ; r \  t l r a l  l h e  I l o s l . o l t i ; r t t s  l u r < l  t a k e t t  t o  F l n g l i s h

n : t r r )es , i l s  Lou ise  ( l l r : rp i r r ,  I )o ro th -y  [ ]o l l t : s ,  l i ve ly r r  \ \ ' e l l s ,  w l ro  s 'e re  to  l rcco t t te  our< lcar  f r ien t ls  w ' l te t t  l ; r te r  l l rey  ca l r te  Lo  Eng land

or  ue  r r rc t .  t l re rn  i r r  the  Sta tes .

l . -o r  r rs  ; r i  l ro r r re  i l r  l ' i ng lan< l  l  l r i s  g rou l r  o f  dancers  in  l los to r r  becar r re  as  nr r rch  a  p ; r r l  o f  o t t r  So< ' i c11  as  t l re  " l l ranchcs"

in  o r r r  owr r  c ( )un l  r -y  w i l  h  l .hc  ad< le< l  in { .e res t  t . l ra t  t l re  "A l r re r icar rs "  b ror rgh l .  a  sy rec ia l  zes t  t .o  t , l te i r  pc l  f t r r l l ta r t r :es  wh ich  soon

beg: rn  to  i r r fes t  our  own s l . -v le .

l . -o r  l r ruch  o f  th is  in . jec t ion  o f  to l . : r l  qua l i t , y  and who lc - l rear t .edness  we r r rus l  thar rk  our  osn  J r io t reer .  I - i l y  Conant ,  bu t

a lso  w 'e  ln r rs l  th : rnk  t . l re  Ar r te r ica t ts  themrc lves .

( )u r  t i r s t  v is i t .  as  a  f ; r l r r i l . y  in  11 '127 gave us  the  exper ience o f  a  su tnr r re r  schoo l  a t  Anthers l . ,  N ' lass ; rch t rse t ts ,  and a  v is i t

to  l \ l r s .  S tor row 's  car r rp : r l  l ,o r rg  l \ rnd  u 'h ich  w; rs  l : r le r  l .o  r leve lop  in  the  " l ' i r rcwoods"  o f  to< l ; r .v ,  : r r td  a  v is i t  to  the  housc  in

l , i r rco l r r .  La t .e r  ue  were  to  e r r joy  t l rc  exr : i l c rner r t  o f  go i r rg  p laces  w l r i c l r  had lo r rg  beet r  l ra t r tes  to  tnarve l  a t .  Wi t tncpesaukee,

( lho< 'o r r ra ,  ( i rau , fo r< l  Not .ch .  Cape ( )od .

\ \ 'h i le  a l l  l l r i s  in te res t  rvas  deve lop ing  aror rnd  IJos tor r  ue  sent  N la r jo r ie  B : r r t re t . l .  1 .o  Roc l res l .e r ,  Mar ' ( iadd  Lo  New York ,

and gr ; r< l r r : r l l . y  l l re  w i t le ly  scpara te  g ro l r l )s  g reu ' in t .o  a  Soc ie ty  t .ha t  a f le r  sorne  ex ; re r i tnent  w i th  nantes  t rcca tne  thc  Count ry

l )ance Soc ie t .y  o f  Arner ica
' l ' h roug l rou l .  

t l re  fo rnra t . i ve  por io< l  the  f ledg l ing  org ; rn iz ; r io r r  had the  cons tan t  suppor t  o f  l l c len  S l ,o r row,  backed by  L i l y

( lonant  a r r< l  her  co l le : rg r res  in  l Jos tor r ,  w i th  N la ,y  ( la< ld  anr l  her  assoc ia t .es  in  New York .

New groups  s l ) rang u l )  be t .ueen rhe  t rvo  c i t ies  a r rd  in  t l re  S t .a t .es  to  thc  Sor t l . l t  a r rd  the  West .  l . lou ' the  Count ry  Dance

Soc ie ty  h ; rs  i t . s  cor r tac t ,s  f ro ln  ( )oas t  I .o  ( loas t : rn t i  t .akes  i t s  p lace  as  one o f  thc  Nat iona l  cu l tu r : r l  fo rces  and as  an  au thor i ty

in  t .he  
' fo lk "  

f ie ld  o f  Arner rca .

Douglas N. Kennedy

Letter from Dr. Maud Karpeles
IIon. President of the Internat ional Folk Music Counci l ,  London

(dated Arrgust 22, 1965; addressed to Kcn Crook)

I t  was in 1914, soon af ter  l .he outbreak of  the First .  Wor ld War,  thal .  Ceci l  Sharp v is i ted thc Uni tcd States for  tbe f i rs t

t inre. ' l 'hc i lnmet l iat .e pur l )ose of  h iw v is i t  was to teach t l re rntrs ic: rnd d:rn<'r :s  u 'h ich l re had arratrged for  Gral lv i l le  l larkcr 's

New York I ' roduct . iorr  of  "A Midsunr l r re l  Nig l r t 's  l ) rearn".  l l r r t  I r is  v is i t  was to have consc( luences of  great .er  importancc:  h is

col lect . ion of  fo lk sorrgs in the Southern Ap;r : r lachi ; r r r  lv loutr t .a i t ts  and his in i t iat ion of  thc rcv ival  of  l ) l rg l ish fo lk dance and

folk sorrg in America.

As soon as his dut ies at  thc theatro had f i r r ishcd,  he st . ; r r ted on a round of  lectur ing anr l  teaclr ing i t r  New York,  Boston

and othcr s i t ies;  and beforc rcturning to l inglarrd l re founde<l  a t l .S.A.  f ] ranch of  t l re l i r rg l ish Folk l )ance Societ ,y of  which

3



or )e  ( ) f  t l )e  cent rcs  sas  i l l  Ros ton .

l l o r s e r t . r l r l . v e : r l s ( , e t ' i l S l t ; r l 1 l l r a t l l l e e t l i t t c t r r r c s 1 l t l t t < l c t t r . c i r i t l r \ | r s '

I r i s  6 i s  p i g l e e r

t ( } ( ' o l I } ( , | . r o r r l I . ) r r g I : l l r r i - I | i l l l o * ' c r | ( , c t ' i | S l r ; r r p : r l r r ' e k o r s r t | : r l e t ' : r l t < l e r t . e 1 l 1

p r i v c l c g r  o f  l r e i r r g  r r i t l r  l r i r r r  t l r r o r r g l r o r r l  l r i s  s t a . \ ' i l r  , \ r t t e r i < : : r ; t r r < i  o f  l r c l p i l t g  h i t r l  i r r  l r i s  u ' o r k

(--e nl.re.

. . \ l  ; r  l i r r r g  u ' l r e r r  l r i s

s 1 [ ) r e p l p  e r a r r r J r l e  i s  l o  l r e  l i r r r r r r l  i r r  l l r c  s o l r g s  r r l r i c l r  ( ' c < i l  S l r : t r p  c o l l t : t l e t l  i t r  t l r e  , ' \ p 1 r ; r l ; r c l t i ; t l r  N l o t t t t t a i n s .

, , \ s  o r r e  u , l r o  p l : r r c < l  a  s r r r : r l l  p ; r r l  i r r  i l s  i r r < e p t i o r r ,  t r r : r - \  I o l f c r  I t t l  r ' o t t g r a l t t l ; t l i o r t s  1 . ( )  l l l s  l l o s t o t t  ( ' e t t l . r e  ; r l t < l  e x p r e s s  m y

: r < l r n i r ; r l  i o t t  o f  i t s  a <  l t i c r  e t r t e t t l s  t l t t o L t g l r o r r l  l t a l f  ; r  t e n t t t r . y .

\ {aud Karpeles

45 YEARS AGO:

TITIBT]TD TO PII ,OFIISSOR, GEORGII T' .  I IAKDR
l)rofessor of I )rarnat ic l , i teratt t re,  l larvard

(taken from lhe l)osLon ?'ranscript o[ Irebruary, 1935)

[Note for the reader:  the Nat ional Centre and the Boston Centre of CDS were founded in the

sarne year,  1915. -  Bd. l

' l o  
t h e  l i r l i i o r  o l  l l r e  T r ; r l t s c r i p t :

N . l r .  ( i e g r g e  I ) .  l J a k e r  l r ; r < l  s o  r r r ; u r y  v i l : r l  i n l e r c s l s  i n  < l r a r n : r t i < ' : r r x l ; r r l i s ( i <  l i t r e s  i l r  u ' l t i < : l r  l t e  w l s ; r  p i o n e c r  t l t : r t  n o  o n e  l l a s

r r r c r r t i e l r e r l  t l t : r 1 .  l r c  l r r o r t g l t l

b . y  l r c r  t h e  I ' l r r g l i s l r  l ' o l k  l ) a n t  e  S o t  i c t l  o l  ' \ t r t c r i c : t  c : t l l t e  i l t t . o  c x i s t e n c e .

' l ' l te  g l r t t  l r
L e  ( l r a t r < l  ( ' ; t t t t t o t r , . l r . , : r t t < l  l r i l ' e t t c r t  l ' r ' ; r l r o < i r ' ,  u l t o  s t r r < l i e r l  w i t l r  N l t .  ' q l l a r P  i I l  I i n g l a n < i .

p lays .

I r r o r n  t l r i s  s n r ; r l l  l r e g i n n i n g ,  I r r : r n < ' h e s  o f  t h e  [ ' i n g l i s ] r  l ; ' o l k  I ) : r r r < ' e  S o r : i e t y  ] r ; r v e  l r t : e r t  { o r l l r e d  a l l  o v c r  t l t e  t J n i t e r l  S t . a t e s

a r r r l  ( ' ; r t r ; r < l ; r ,  g i v i t t g  r e t r r : : r l i o l t ; r r t t l  l l l t ; r s L t t e  t o  t l t o t t s ; t t t < l s  o l  p t o l > l e  o i ; l l l  a g e s .

A t  \ l r .  l J : r k e r ' s  s u g g ( . s t i ( ) l r ,  \ l r ' .  S l r ; r r p  ( a n ) e  1 o  t l r i s  c o r r r r t r l  t o  r : o l l e c l  s t t r v i r ' ; t l s  o I  l i r r g i i s l r  f o l k  s o n g s  a l t t l  t l ; r r t c e s  a n d

o l rso le t .e  i r r  I ' l r r  g land.

l \ l r .  l ) ; rker ' s  keen perce l l l . ion  o f  r r rus ic  : ind  ar t . i s l i c  p ro jec ts ,  an t l  l r i s  e t tLh t ts ias l t t  : tnd  energ-y  in  p ro t l to t ing  t l tem have

l reen o f  g re : r t  v : r l t re  to  the  count ry .

Boston, Ircbruary 19, 1935.
Eleanor Goodwin


