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From the President

New Place for Tuesday Contras

With the hard work of a great many people on the
Board, on subcommittees, and in our membership,
CDS, together with the Folk Arts Center of Boston
and NEFFA, is pleased to announce that we have a
new home for our office and archives.
The CDS Boston Executive Committee agreed on
July 27 to join with the Folk Arts Center and NEFFA
to occupy an office located at 40 West Foster Street,
in Melrose. The appropriate committees ofFAC and
NEFFA have agreed to this also. The Folk Arts Center
is in the process of concluding negotiations for this
office space.
The total cost to all parties is likely to approximate
the current gross costs, with a modest increase. Total
joint occupancy costs will probably be in the vicinity
of $900 a month. The space is easily accessible from
street level and has windows, a pleasant change on
both counts. It includes about 700 square feet ofoffice
space and will likely include about 200 additional
square feet ofstorage space for all in the basement. We
hope the lease will be for a two-year period, with
annual options to renew after that. Details will be
announced when the lease has been agreed to and
signed by the Folk Arts Center. CDS-Boston and
NEFFA will continue the present arrangement of
subletting space from FAC.
Although not as easily accessible for some as the
Porter Square office in Cambridge, the Melrose space

The Park Avenue Congregational Church in Ar
lington (PAC C) welcomes the 1st, 3rd, and 5th
Tuesday Contra Dance Series and 1st Tuesday Slow
Jam, starting in October.
For the last two years we've held these events at the
Old Cambridge Baptist Church in Harvard Square.
However, this summer the Ballet Theater of Boston
entered into an agreement with the OCBC to manage
and renovate several rooms for their dance classes. In
its Central Square location, the Ballet Theatre rented
their rooms to other groups; one of these meets
Tuesday evenings and will continue to do so at the
OCBC-hence our move. We wish the Ballet Theatre
good luck in their venture; they are putting in good
dance floors and have other spaces for rent ...but not
on Tuesday night!

Continued on page 2

CDS Boston Events on page 8

Other events on page 10-13
Address for News items on page 14

Continued on page 7

New!
Challenging Contras
Sundays at the Scout House
We're initiating a special series ofSunday Challeng
ing Contras that will meet the need in this area for
contras that keep you thinking. These dances are
appropriate for those who are thoroughly familiar
with basic contra calls and can act on them quickly
and for some fast learning novices. They will offer a
real challenge for all levels. Come fill this fine hall and
dance exciting dances!
Your feedback will let us know if we should
continue the series, which will run on the first
Continued on page 7
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is a couple blocks from the Melrose commuter rail
stop.
The move will likely be during the first week of
September, possibly September 5 or 6, immediately
after Labor Day. We anticipate jointly hiring commer
cial movers for the move.
We will definately need help from members to make
leasehold improvements, such as constructing shelv
ing for storage and office use, in late August or early
September. If you are interested in helping, please
contact Mark Jones at busybusy@shore.net. The Ex
ecutive Committee has designated George Fogg and
Mark Jones to be the contact persons for move
logistics and incidental move-related decisions.
I hope you will join me in thanking all those
involved so far and those who will help get us settled
in our new space. Of course there are many people to
thank, including Mary Stafford, Judy Erickson, Jean
Farrington, Andy Kohler, Nora Daoud, and Mark
Jones, together with FAC President Diana Gonzales,
FAC Director Marcie Van Cleave, and Shelagh Ellman
Pearl, NEFFA President.
Next time you are on the dance floor and see Ellen
Mandingo or George Fogg, please thank them person
ally. They have spent many, many days packing, sort
ing, labeling, organizing, and otherwise preparing us
for the move. Without their tireless efforts, we would
not be ready to go. A hearty thanks to them both.

-Margaret Keller

PartiCipate in a Contra
Dance Open Mike!
This great opportunity for leadership training and
practice, the Open Mike for Callers and Musi
cians, continues on Third Tuesdays, led by Steve Boy
lan, (617) 629-2749. It begins with our season opener
on September 19 at 8:00 to 10:30 PM at Church of
Our Saviour, Brookline, at Carleton and Monmouth
Streets, near St. Mary's stop on Beacon Green Line.
Great New England style music will be led by John
Chambers and friends. Come try our new hall; be or
hear one of our developing/visiting callers.
On October 17, our music will be led by fiddler
Vince O'Donnell & pianist Judy Francis. Also at
Church of Our Saviour. All welcome!

Spend a Fun-Filled Fall Weekend
with an English "Sayler"
The Centre has dedicated considerable energy to
advance English Country Dancing, locally and na
tionally. The cornerstone of this effort has been the
ECD CD series, with three releases out and a fourth
due any day.
Another effort is to promote more English dance
events, particularly special party dances, that will ex
pand ECD opportunities in greater Boston and pro
vide the community with more dancing experiences.
We are happy to announce a special event on
Columbus Day weekend. For a dance on Saturday, 7
October, at the Concord Scout House, we have
invited a leader from afar-an old friend.
Brad Sayler will be leading the night's dancing. Brad
lives near Charlottesville VA now, but many of us re
member him as a regular leader ofWednesday dances
when he resided in greater Boston. He has led for
many years and has been on staff at many camps, such
as Pinewoods and Buffalo Gap_ With a warm and wel
coming style, he is known for his enjoyable programs.
With Brad that night will be a dynamic group of
musicians, featuring Karen Axelrod on piano, Susan
Kevra on clarinet, and Dave Langford on fiddle. Karen
is regarded as one of the best ECD pianists in the
country and is regularly on staff at Pinewoods. Dave,
a Boston local regularly heard on Wednesdays, is a
versatile fiddler in great demand. Susan is a gifted
musician and a well-known caller-this will be the last
opportunity to hear her before she leaves for an
extended stay in France.
To add to the weekend, Brad will lead at the First
Friday English Dance for experienced dancers on the
evening of 6 October.
Mark your calendars for this upcoming event.
Come spend a weekend with an English IlSayler !!l

-Llo Gallagher

Minutes of Board Meeting, 4/19/00
Present at meeting: Margaret Keller, Pres.; Mary
Stafford, President-Elect; Anne Richardson, Vice Pres.;
Ann Cowan, Clerk; Mark Jones, Treasurer; Directors
Adam Moskowitz, Lyrl Ahem,Jennie Hango, Edmund
Robinson, Leslie Lassetter, Judy Erickson, and Lilo
Gallagher.Others: George Fogg, Terry Gaffuey, Nora
Daoud, Chris Reynolds, Ellen Mandigo

-Ann Cowan, Booking Agent
Continued on page 3
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Building Bridges
Those ofyou who have attended the CDS weekend
events at Pinewoods know the usual formula for the
evening dances-alternate segments ofAmerican dance
(contras and squares) and English dance. These reflect
the daytime classes, which feature both styles ofdance.
You are also probably aware that when each segment
is over there is, unfortunately, a real change-over of
dancers on the floor. Contra dancers sit out the
English segments, and English dancers sit out the
contras.
This reflects a polarization which has been happen
ing across the country. As dance communities grow
large enough to support regular dances in both styles,
the dancers choose to attend only those they prefer,
and no longer dance both. In an area with strong, long
established dances of both kinds, many dancers have
experience only in the kind they began in and have
little interest in becoming beginners in another style.
A group of us in CDS feel this situation should be
addressed in some way. We look for ways to show
contra dancers that English dance is not so fussy or
stodgy as they imagine, and to show English dancers

Sound Workshop
CDS is sponsoring a sound workshop taught by
Dan Pearl on Saturday, September 16, 2000, at the
Park Avenue Congregational Church in Arlington. Its
aim is to train members ofboth the New England and
English dance communities to be able to help with
sound set-up for the regular dances. Participation is
free, but there are a limited number ofspaces available.
You must register in advance in order to attend.
Contact Mary Stafford at (617) 782-7266 or by email
(mes@world.std.com).
Dan is a knowledgeable sound technician and a fine
teacher. The workshop, which will run from 1 to 5 PM,
will cover a wide variety of topics and will include
hands-on mixing exercises. There will be some hand
out material, and a brief refreshment break during the
after-noon. A potluck supper and an English-Ameri
can dance will follow the workshop, giving the
participants a chance to see the systeln in use and to
see how it is monitored and adjusted during the dance.

Ifyou are a regular attendee at either of our regular
weekly dances and have always wanted to learn about
sound set-up, contact Mary now~

-Mary Stafford

that contra can be challenging and fun without
breaking bones or wrenching muscles.
We are working to create a series of dances which
will feature both American and English dances, with
topflight callers and musicians. We've asked people
around the country for suggestions on making this
series of dances both fun and interesting, and gotten
lots ofgood advice. Expect dances that challenge your
skills in either style, mixed over the course of the
evemng.
We may even take a page from Jamie Beaton's
wonderful additions to some Pinewoods' evening
dances a few years back and have a song or two at the
mid-evening break, to honor our origins as a country
dance and song society. We consider that "Building
Bridges" is an important goal for CDS, and that we
need to have bridges that unite us all in the music and
dance we love, whatever the specific style.
The series probably won't start until the fall of2001,
but there will be two precursors. The first is a dance
at the Park Avenue Congregational Church in Arling
ton on Saturday, September 16, 2000, which will
feature the calling of Dan Pearl (American) and
Barbara Finney (English), with music by Vince
O'Donnell and Roberta Sutter. A potluck supper will
precede the dance. A flyer goes out with this newslet
ter. We hope you will attend.
A second English-American dance will take place in
the spring at the Concord Scout House, part ofa series
of Sunday dances produced by Ann Cowan. Lisa
Greenleafwill be the caller. Look for the flyer in a later
issue of the newsletter-do plan to come and see what
youIve been missing!
We would welcome suggestions from you, the
Boston Centre community, on this project. T a1k to
any of us (Harvey Cohen, Andy Koehler, Mark
Dobyns Jones, or Mary Stafford) at the dances this fall,
or email meatmes@world.std.com.

-Mary Stafford
Minutes, continued from page 2

President Margaret Keller welcomed new members.
1. Search for New Office Space. We must leave our
current office by Sept. 1 (prospective sale ofbuilding).
George Fogg and Shelagh Ellman-Pearl of NEFFA,
with whom we share the office, have explored storage
Continued

on
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New!
Saturday Double Header
Contras At the Scout House
Three exciting Double Header Contra Dances
are coming up at the Concord Scout House in
September, December, and March. They run from 5
to 11 PM with two bands, two callers, and time out for
dinner. These dances will bring the best bands and
callers avaliable for an extended evening of dancing.

September 30, Harvest Moon Ball
The first dance of this gala series will be led by
contra/square caller Ralph Sweet, with pianist Jack
Sloanaker and friends playing Ralph's famous sing
ing squares and New England contra. It will run
from 5 to 7:30 PM and break for a quick, nourishing
spaghetti dinner with BYO salad or dessert. We pro
vide pasta, tomato & tofu sauce, drinks, & utensils.
At 8: 15 PM, Lisa Geenleaf will call for us, with
music by Nat Hewitt, Bill Tomczak, and friends.
With these great performers, this will be the climax
of a glorious and varied evening.

December 2, Fourth Annual Art and Craft Fair
with Holiday Ball
The Craft Fair, coordinated by Gaetana Freniere,
will run from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM. Crafts people
who want to participate are strongly encouraged to
contact Gaetana (978) 369-2212 as soon as possible.
At 5:00 PM our Fifth Annual Klezmer Style
Contra Dance will begin, with calling by Jacob
Bloom and music by the Klezmer Contra Band, led
byJohn Chambers. As above, we'll break for a satis
fYing pasta or BYO dinner from 7:30 to 8:15 PM.
At 8:15 Sue Rosen will call a New England Style
Contra with music by the fine band named Muse
(Lissa Schneckenburger, Michael Kerry, & friends).

March 31, Gala Equinox Ball
George Marshall with Wild Asparagus. Save it!
Dances will be at 74 Walden St., Concord MA.
With refreshments at intermission at every dance, the
price for each evening will be $10. We're sure you'll
love this format and these performers and will fill our
fine New England hall.
Offers of help, especially with shopping, transport,
cooking, serving, and door sitting will be much
appreciated. Call me at (617) 354-0864 ifyou wish to
help. Come celebrate fall and the early holiday season

-Ann Cowan, Producer

Join Us at MIT Fall
Dances-Our Third Year!
Contra Dances For All @ MIT, sponsored by the
MIT Folk Dance Club and the Country Dance So
ciety, now enters its third exciting year! We continue
to serve students, new dancers, old hands, and bud
ding performers, who enjoy our great live music,
callers, and friendly, inviting atmosphere at a very
convenient in-town location. See the fall program
below.
New this year, we encourage dancers to join us for
dinner in the Lobdell Dining Room before the dance
between 6:00 and 6:30, near the raised area in the cen
ter of the hall. Buy or bring your own.
Also new this year are four Beginner Dances in
September and October, with a special contra work
shop with Dan Pearl in the first hour on October 24.
We continue to dance every Second and Fourth
Tuesday from 7:30 to 10:30 PM in the Student Center,
usually in Lobdell Dining Room (second floor). Ad
mission is $4, with MIT Students free and $2 for non
MIT students. Beginner and experienced are always
welcome. Refreshments provided.
9/12: Welcome Party for Beginners and New
comers
Linda Leslie with Lissa Schneckenburger, fiddle,
and Cal Howard, piano, and sit-ins

9/26: New Semester Party, Beginner Night
LauraJohannes with Einstein's Little Homunculus

10/10: Fall Fiesta, Beginner Night
Tony Saletan with Carol Bittenson, fiddle, John
Light, accordion, and Judy Francis, piano

10/24: Pre-Halloween Contra Workshop
Extra teaching for beginners, 7:30-8:30, with caller
Dan Pearl. Music by Pan Chan, fiddle, and Cal
Howard, piano. Sit-ins welcome

11/14: Mid-Semester Gala
Steve Boylan with Vince O'Donnell & Cal Howard.
Sit-ins welcome

11/28: Thanksgiving Party
Ann Cowan with Einstein's Little Homunculus

12/12: Klezmer Style Contra
Jacob Bloom with the Klezmer Contra Band, sit-ins

12/26: Holiday Contra: TEA
Watch for flyers with complete information. Enjoy
our low cost, convenient dances!

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator
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New Dances/New Voices
The English Dance Committee announces a new
dance series, tentatively beginning in October. It will
be a monthly Saturday afternoon dance featuring new
callers-for those of any level who'd like to practice
their teaching skills, and new dances-for choreogra
phers who need a forum for trying out new dances.
Once part ofthe committee's plan to foster new talent
is a success, look for plans to encourage the talents of
up and coming musicians.
The location is still to be decided. Give any leads to
Leslie Lassetter at (781) 641-2782 orVictor Skowronski
at vjskowronski@tasc.com. Callers, contact Leslie.
Choreographers, contact Victor with a copy of your
dance and the music. Look for flyers with more details.

Halloween Party
Join us for a 'Round the World Contra Dance.
On October 31, it's our Halloween Party, and cos
tumes are encouraged.
John Chambers will lead a contra band with music
revealing hints of England, Scotland, Sweden, Nor
way, Central Europe, and Klezmer. This will be an
Open Mike dance, so the callers will be a surprise.
This is our regular Fifth Tuesday Contra from 8:00
to 10:30 PM at the Park Avenue Congregational
Church. Calling will be coordinated by Ann Cowan.
Ifyou want a special dance called, let me know ahead
oftime at (617) 354-0864, or call it yourselfl Let's make
this a great Halle-ween party for everyone in the
Contra Community! .

Pat Slade Marston
Pat Slade Marston, aged 68, of Taunton and
Gloucester MA, died June 21, 2000. She was a
longtime folk, English, and Scottish country
dancer. People in the dance world will remember
her enthusiastic and lovely dancing.
Pat approached her life with energy, optimism,
wit, and humor-always with a sense of fun, even
in the last two years when she was living with
leukemia. Her door seemed always open to every
one. She is survived by Norris, her husband, as
well as her mother and eight children. There are
13 grandchildren and many friends. We will miss
her.
-Ann Mason

An Enriching
Musical Journey
Mary Lea grew up in the Washington DC area in a
home filled with interesting and diverse music. Mary
evolved through music-her mother was a pianist and
music teacher; her father, an editor at the Smithsonian.
The violin entered her life at age 8, with private
lessons; piano lessons started about a year later. In
fourth grade she joined a small string ensemble in
schooL She started viola in seventh grade and played
it in the school orchestra. Although she regrets not
having had the important violin experience in the
orchestra during that time, the viola provided an
introduction into the inner harmonies of the music
and was of great benefit for future ensemble work.
Her mother brought her to concerts and competi
tions for 16-te-18-year oIds, but Mary never expected
to attain such a skill leveL In ninth grade, she went to
private school but continued to play with the Mont
gomery County Youth Orchestra. During some sum
mers, she played Gilbert & Sullivan with Lyric Theatre,
first in the chorus and then in the orchestra.
Mary continued private music lessons through high
school. During the summer preceding her senior year
ofhigh school Marywent to music camp at Merrywood,
near T anglewood, enjoying a rich chamber music
experience. She did not consider herself a serious
musician at the time, but her skill as a violist provided
an entree to serious musicians. During the summer
just prior to college, she joined the Oberlin Players at
repertory theatre in Falmouth MA on Cape Cod. That
was an intense seven weeks' learning experience of
light opera, mostly Gilbert & Sullivan.
Mary left Washington at age 17 for Oberlin College,
where she majored in history and continued her
private music lessons for a while. Upon graduating
from Oberlin, Mary joined the Peace Corps as a social
worker in Senegal, French West Africa, where she ran
a community center. There she got turned on to
teaching and started a kindergarten program, which
she enjoyed running.
When she returned to the States, Mary got a job
in New York as a caseworker. After a year, she felt that
a degree was really needed to do more than casework,
but that most social work seemed very bureaucratic,
which turned her off.
Continued on page 6
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Mary Lea t continued from page 5

Then Mary latched onto an opportunity for re
turned Peace Corps volunteers from Africa to become
part of a Teacher Corps program at UMass at
Amherst. This program included community work
and teaching in Worcester, as well as development of
curricula in African studies for all grades. This Masters
in Education program also involved doing special
work in Miami, participating in many long and
intense workshops for teachers focussing on racism,
prejudice, black studies and desegregation issues.
After about six months in the South; Mary was
drawn back to the Connecticut River Valley area of
New England, where she obtained a teaching job at
Marks Meadow in Amherst. She was living in a group
house, a farmhouse in Leverett (near Amherst), where
she enjoyed a horse of her own.
It was here that she became exposed to contradance
music. In 1976, a housemate was invited to play for a
woman's dance in Northampton. Mary expressed
interest, and joined a grou p ofwomen who formed a
band and proceeded to learn the music. The caller was
Bonnie Blair, a member of the Marlboro Morris
Team, who was familiar with contradancing and trying
her hand at calling. The band became a focus for
learning about contradance music. Having once spent
a summer at a camp in Cape Breton, Mary encouraged
the band to go to Cape Breton to learn more about
the fiddle culture. This galvanized the group, which
remained active for a number of years.
In 1977 Mary moved to the Boston area and joined
a small group that decided to start a publishing house
exploring diverse points of view, but focusing on the
left. The publications were aimed primarily at college
students and some academics. Mary learned every as
pect ofpublishing. The group lived cooperatively and
published in the same place, sometimes with barely
enough income to keep the house going. The publish
ing house was Mary's principal base until 1983.
In 1978 Mary attended an English dance, where she
loved the music. After several dances, she asked to sit
in with the band, consisting then ofClaudio Buchwald,
Jacqueline Schwab, and Earl Gaddis. This was the last
evening for Claudio, who was leaving Boston for New
York and preferred to dance. Although she was
hesitantly allowed to join in for the evening, Mary was
invited to return. She replaced Claudio as a fiddler.
Peter Barnes joined a little later, first as a replacement
for Earl when he took a year's leave, then, upon Earl's
return, as a fourth member of the band. As it began
6
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to work on its first recording, the group settled on its
name, Bare Necessities.
The story with Yankee Ingenuity is similar. Donna
Hinds (now Hebert) permitted Mary to sit in with the
group, which she was subsequently invited to join. A
few years later, Donna moved to Northampton, while
Mary remained with Yankee Ingenuity.
Marianne Taylor had connections with Vintage
dancing master Richard Powers and was the catalyst
for the ensemble BLT (Peter Barnes, Mary Lea, and Bill
Tomczak). Through Powers the trio, exposed to rag
time, tango, and 19th century quadrilles, was subse
quently invited to Cincinnati to play for a Vintage
Dance week. This music felt very passionate to Mary,
drawing extensively on her classical background.
Mary has shown interest in all kinds of music. She
started learning Romanian fiddle from teaching tapes
by Miamon Miller and has been playing with Becky
Ashenden and Chuck Corman for about five years.
She started working on other Balkan music as part of
the band Orijent Express and continues to expand her
repertoire. Mary finds the challenge ofdifferent types
of music similar to that of learning a language. She
learned French for her tour in Senegal. When she be
came interested in South America she learned Spanish
and simce has made many visits south of the border.
Mary was always drawn to the social side of music
making. She wasn't interested in practicing technical
skills to perfection to be a soloist, but preferred getting
together with a group to play by ear and have fun. She
recalls when reading music became troublesome. She
would scan the printed page, trying to learn how to
make the music from the instrument conform to what
it sounded like in her head. She never returned to
playing to the dictates of the printed page. In playing
for dances she strives to get in touch with the dancers
through her music. Mary feels very fortunate to be in
association with incredible musicians, and regards
each band as a family, a place where, inevitably, one
works through one's "stuff" She notes that she has
been with three groups between 15 and 20 years.
Drawn to the Connecticut River valley, Mary
wanted to settle in a real town rather than a bedroom
community, so her home is in Brattleboro Vf, where
she has been on the Dawn Dance Committee. Re
cently she ran American Dance Week at Pinewoods
and was at Music Week in the Rocky Mountains. A
very busy Mary Lea travels far and wide in pursuit of
her full-time music career, always with her fiddle and
viola, her voices enriching the lives ofmany musicians
and dancers.

-Eph Weiss

A Letter to George
Dear George,
I had a wonderful time the whole week-end!!
enjoyed all the dancing and coming and going
throughout Boston. The people warmed up to us once
we became Ilfamiliarll • A great time was had by all the
Seattle folks from the Scotsbroome band too.
NEFFA was wonderful, and such a great experience!
There was just enough dancing, watching perfor
mances, and wandering around the vendors. I loved
talking with people. There wasn't quite enough food,
or maybe I just didn't take the time to get enough
food. But there was a good varietyoffood booths. Pm
looking forward to another NEFFA in the future.
I didn't get tied up in any Marathon crowds, only
a handful were in the restaurant my last morning in
Natick. Their happiness was good, it kept me from
being saddened at leaving.
George, I truly enjoyed all the folks I met. I was a
little tentative at what I'd heard about the reserve of
the New England folks, but I didn't encounter any
coolness. The English dance Wednesday night was
fun.
I've always wanted to do a series, to do the lessons,
but I left Seattle before they had the first series. We
only had the dances twice a month as the crowd was
growing. And all the English dancers were warm to us
thru the weekend at NEFFA. It was awesome to be
affiliated with such good dancers as the weekend wore
on!
Take care, dear George. I hope to see you again
soon.
Robyn Hembree
Austin, Texas

New Place for Contras, continued from page 1

Park Avenue Congregational Cnurch
After a thorough look at potential sites, we chose
the Park Avenue Congregational Church, home of
other CDS dances. We look forward to using the large
hall, stage, storage space, and ample kitchen-and ap
preciate the location outside of the city. We expect
more dancers from Arlington and surrounding areas.

MIT Dances
For those who prefer a city location, however, the
Tuesday MIT dance welcomes you. This dance, start
ing its third year, witnb cosponsorship from MIT Folk
Dance Club, is held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at
MIT. See our flyers or website for campus locations.

Slow Jam
The Slow Jam session now meets monthly in both
Arlington and Cambridge. On the first Tuesdays we
will meet from 6:00-7:45 at the PACC, 50 Paul Revere
Avenue, Arlington. On the third Tuesdays we will
meet from 6:00-7:45 at the First Baptist Church in
Cambridge on 5 Magazine Street, Central Square.
The First Tuesday sessions will run without an in
structor. On Third Tuesdays we will have instructors:
Lissa Schnekenburger for Sept. and Hanneke Kastle in
Oct. For further information call Nicca Faulkner (617)
522-5887 or Michael Kenney (617) 492-7323.

Special Dance
A Dance will be held on the third Tuesday in
September (the 19th) at the Church ofOur Saviour on
25 Monmouth Street in Brookline, from 8:00-10:30. It
will be an Open Mike.
See you at the dance!
-Chris Reynolds
New England Dance Committee Co-Chair

Challenging Contras, continued from page 1

Sundays after some First Saturday Swing dances, from
7:30 to 10:30 PM, often after a Family Dance after
noon-coordination greatly encouraged. They are:

November 5, 2000: Election Anticipation Dance
Lisa Greenleaf with Einstein's Little Homunculus.
Party preference encouraged in dress.

February 4, 2001: Post-Ground Hog Gala
Lisa Greenleaf with Rodney Miller

&

Airdance

March 4, 2001: Fair Wind Fiesta

Dan Pearl leads an intriguing dance with music TBA
-Ann Cowan, Producer

Auditions for Step Dancers
I am looking for about 10 teenage dancers, female
and male, for several Appalachian step rou tines in this
year's Christmas Revels. No direct Appalachian expe
rience is necessary but any step dance experience
would be help-fuL Participation requires weekly prac
tices and 16 to 18 shows at Christmas time.
Auditions will be in September. For details and to
be contacted for time and place of auditions, please

call Judy Erickson, (978) 425-4877.
CDS Boston News
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CDS BOSTQN CENTRE EVENTS

English Country Dance

American Dance

Regular Events

Regular Events

WEDNESDAYS
Park Avenue Congregational Church. * Septem
ber 13 through June. 7:30 to 10:30 PM. Helene
Cornelius with George Fogg, Emily Ferguson,
Barbara Finney, Rich Jackson, Robin Rogers
Browne, & Jacqueline Schwab. Music: Bare
Necessities (Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary
Lea, Jacqueline Schwab) & others. $6; $5 CDS
members; $3 studentslbeginners
FIRST FRIDAYS

1st, 3rd, & 5th TUESDAYS.
Park Avenue Congregational Church. * Sept. 19 to
June 19, 2001. Beginners at 7:45, dancing 8:00
10:30 PM. $6; $5 members; $3 students & seniors
1st Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor & The Knights of
Tunisia. Sit-ins welcome. Slow Jam, 6:00-7:30
3rd Tuesdays: Open Mike for callers & musi
cians. Steve Boylan, (617) 629-2749, caller coordi
nator. Band leaders booked by Ann Cowan
September 19
John Chambers & New England Friends

For Experienced Dancers. Church of Our Sav
iour.* Oct. thru June. 8:15 to 11 PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with basic English Country
Dance figures. All dances will be taught. $5

Cathy Mason & Erica WeiSS, Southern Sounds

October 6: Brad Sayler with Jacqueline Schwab

December 19 TBA

November 3: Helene Cornelius with Jacqueline
Schwab
December 1: Robin Rogers-Browne with Roberta
Sutter

Special Events
October 7
An Evening with an English "Sayler." Concord
Scout House. * 8 PM. Brad Sayler from VA with
Karen Axelrod, Dave Langford, & Susan Kevra.
Info: Frank at (603) 878-4332 or Lilo at (978) 772
3311.$10
October 28
Fall Favorites. Weston Town Hall, Weston MA.
8:00-11 :00 PM. Helene Cornelius with music by
Bare Necessities. $8.00 advance; $10.00 at door

November 21

5th Tuesdays: Parties. Info: Ann Cowan, (617)
354-0864

October 31
Halloween Party. 'Round the World Contra.
Music by John Chambers & International
friends. Costumes, prizes, etc.

Special Events
at the Concord Scout House*
Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864

1st Saturday
December 2
Fourth Annual Art & Craft Fair 9:30 AM-4:00 PM
followed 7:30-8:15 PM by Double Header Dance,
refreshments, spaghetti dinner or BYO. 5:00-7:30
PM, Fifth Annual Klezmer Style Contra. Jacob
Bloom with the Klezmer Contra Band (John Cham
bers & friends). 8:15-11:00 PM. Sue Rosen with
Continued next page

For information about CDS Boston-sponsored dances, please call the number of the organizer listed for a
particular dance.

* Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations *
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord
Church of Our Saviour, Carlton & Monmouth Streets, Brookline
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American Dance, cont.

An English/American Dance
Saturday, September 16
Park Avenue Congregational Church.*
Potluck supper, 5:30-7 PM. Contact Mary
Stafford at mes@world.std.com or (617) 782
7266 to coordinate dishes for the potluck.
Dance, 7:30-11 PM. Called by Barbara
Finney & Dan Pearl, with music by Vince
O'Donnell & Roberta Sutter. $7 for supper &
dance, $5 for dance only. (See "Building
Bridges" on p. 3)

--

CDS Boston Centre's Labor
Day Weekend at Pinewoods
This weekend, September 2-5, offers a relaxed
program of English and American dance and music,
along with camper-led workshops and activities for all
ages. It is what you make it. Kids welcome. To see if
there is still space, contact Julie Mullen at (508) 435
2284 or jsm@world.std.com
Minutes, continued from page 3

options. Committee to work on this: George Fogg
Oulyonly), Nora Daoud & Mary Stafford.
2. Scout House: Allocation of Saturdays be
tween EDC & NEDC for 2000-01. Dates discussed:
10/7/00 & 12/2/00. After Ann Cowan submitted a
proposal for both, the Board sent out a request for
proposals to the membership, searching for "new
producers". EDC receieved one from Frank Attanasio
for 10/7 for an English Dance. NEDC received two
for 12/2, from Steve Boylan producing himself and
from Judy Francis for a dance with Domino, (Cana
dian), NEDC supported Ann Cowan's dance for 12/
2 as the most appropriate time to have the traditional
Art & Craft Fair. Boylan's was accomodated by giving
him a Fifth Saturday. Passed without objection.
Margaret asked the two Dance Committees to get
together and decide on a Process for future allocation.
The chairs agreed to have a joint meeting.
3. Terry reported that English theme parties on
Wednesdays have the highest attendance on record.
Ball Comments: To acheive more gender balance, it
was proposed to give preference to members to reduce
numbers and achieve greater balance. No discussion.
Continued on page
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Muse (Lissa Schneckenburger. Michael Kerry &
friends). $10

Fifth Saturdays
September 30, Harvest Moon Ball. Double
Header Dance. 5-11 PM. 5-7:30 PM: Ralph
Sweet calling contras & squares with TBA. 8:15
11 PM: Lisa Greenleaf with Nat Hewitt (fiddle), Bill
Tomczak (clarinet). & friends. Refreshments.
Spaghetti dinner or BYO, 7:30-8:15. $10
First Sundays
Challenging Contras, 7:30-10:30 PM with refresh
ments
November 5
Election Anticipation Dance. Lisa Greenleaf
with Einstein's Little Homunculus. $6
February 4
Post-Ground Hog Gala. Lisa Greenleaf with
Rodney Miller & Airdance. $7
March 4
Fair Wind Fiesta. Dan Pearl with TBA

Contras For All @ MIT
2nd & 4th Tuesdays year round. Student Center,
84 Mass Ave., 2nd 'fl., Lobdell Dining Room. 7:30
10:30 PM. Dinner at 6-6:30 PM -buy or BYO. MIT
students free, other students $2, non-students $4.
Free Parking: Kresge lot or St. (not in Resident
Parking). See article, flyer, or the Web for fall
program.

The Holiday Season Approaches!
The holiday season may seem a long time away, but
plans are already in place for CDS Boston Centre's
annual Gala Holiday Party. This year's event (which
will actually happen very early next year) will take
place on Saturday evening, January 6, 2001, at the
Scout House in Concord MA. There will be English
dancing from 7:30 to 11:00, with the now-famous
elegant dessert buffet served at the interlude. Dances
will be led by Barbara Finney, with music provided by
Karen Axelrod, Peter Barnes, and Mary Lea. Festive
attire is· encouraged, and admission will be $12.00 at
the door. There will be no advance ticket sales. Mark
your calendar!

CDS Boston News
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OTHER REGULAR BOSTON AREA DANCES
MONDAYS
Contra Dance. Concord Scout House. 7:30-10:30
PM. Various callers with Yankee Ingenuity. Info:
(781) 272-0396 or (781) 259-8442

Scottish Country Dance. Cambridge YWCA.
7:45-10:30 PM. $6. RSCDS. Info: (617) 484-0950

TUESDAYS
2nd & 4th Tue. English Country Dance. (Experi
enced, 5th Tues.) 1st Church of Jamaica Plain,
UU,Centre & Eliot Sts. Michael Cicone & Rob
Dobson, leaders, 7:30-10:00 PM. $5. Info: Micha
el, (781) 891-3296, or Rob, (781) 271-0356

THURSDAYS
New England Contras & Squares, VFW Hall,
688 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 8-11 PM. $5. Info:
(617) 354-1340, (781) 272-0396, (508) 229-2854,
or http://www.neffa.org/.-neffa/Thurs.html
Scottish Country Dance. Universalist Church,
211 Bridge St., Salem. 8:00 PM. $2. Info: (978)
745-2229

FRIDAYS
2nd Fri. Contras, Squares & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. Walter Lenk, music by
O'Connor's Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781 or
(978) 369-1232
3rd Fri. Contras and Squares with Roaring
Jelly. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road,
Lexington MA. Beginners at 7:45, dance 8-11 PM.
Susan Elberger with Debby Knight. $5. Info: (781)
944-3544 or http://www.toc.lcs.mit.edu......slonim/
rjelly.html

SATURDAYS
New England Contras & Squares, Concord
Scout House, 74 Walden St. 8-11 PM. $6
1st Sat., various callers & bands
2nd Sat., Tony Saletan with Concord Country
Dance Band. Info: (978) 369-4462

3rd Sat., Beth Parkes with Swinging on a
Gate. Info: (978) 667-7459

4th Sat., Walter Lenk with Jack O'Connor and
Debby Knight. Info: (978) 369-1232
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1st Sat. Contra Dances in Berlin. Berlin Town
Hall, Route 62, Berlin MA. 8:00-11 :00 PM. Tony
Saletan and Berlin Country Orchestra. $5. Info:
(978) 838-2104
3rd Sat. New England Squares & Contras.
Studio 665, 665 Salem St. (3rd fl.), Maplewood
Sq., Malden. Cammy Kaynor with Knights of
Tunisia. Instruction 7:00 PM, dance 8:00 PM. $5.
Info: (781) 324-7355
Some Sats. (6/10 & 22) Genderfree Dance.
Boston Gay & Lesbian Contra Dancers. 1st
Church of Jamaica Plain UU, Eliot & Centre. 7:30
11 PM. $5 before 8 PM, $6 after. Info: (617) 522
2216, (617) 522-1115, or http://www.tiac.net!
users/latte/lcfd
3rd Sat. Trad. New England Barn Dance.
Central Congregational Church, 85 Seaverns
Ave., Jamaica Plain. 8:00 PM. Contras, squares,
waltzes & polkas; music by Just Plain Folks. $5.
Info: (617) 524-1767

SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carlton & Monmouth St., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM.
Basic & experienced instruction. $4. Info: (617)
325-6657

CDS Boston's Recordings
Don't forget the availability of the wondeful CDs
of English Country Dancing. These are recorded for
dancing, with the required number of repeats.
The first volume, Favorites of the Boston Centre,
includes John Tallis' Canon, Sun Assembly, and Sally
in Our Alley. Up with Aily, Dublin Bay, and Smithy
Hill can be found on Volume 2, More Favorites ofthe
Boston Centre. Volume 3, Simple Pleasures, features
easy dances, such as Freeford Gardens, Handel with
Care, and Hole in the WalL Dances in Vol. 4, Modem
Pleasures, are newly composed dances from choreog
raphers such as Fried Herman and our own Victor
Skowronski.
Look for these musical gems at the edge ofthe stage
at a Wednesday evening dance, or order from CDSS
(cdss.org).

EESTIVALS & OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS
Call first to check details and directions.

August
25
French/Quebecois Dance
Party. Hastings House on
Union St., Walpole NH (be
hind the Unitarian Church).
Pierre Chartrand with music by
Richard Forest (01.H~bec), Alain
Chatry and Philippe Secheppet
(France). $7. Info: Susan Kevra,
skevra@marlboro.edu or (802)
257-2466; Glen Smith, (802)
722-3379

September
3 Sunday
Labor Day Dawn Dance. 207
Main St. (Rte. 5), Brattleboro
VT. ECD 3-6 PM with Colin
Hume. Contras 8 PM-3:30 AM
with Susan Kevra & Will Men
tor. 3:30-7 AM with Bill Olson.
Info: (802) 257-1819,257-1571,
or 257-1006; DawnDance
@nrthwnd.com; on the Web at
www.nrthwnd.com/dawn
dance/

9 Saturday
Harvest Moon English Coun
try Dance Party. Putney
Community Center, Christian
Square, Putney VT. 8:30-11:30.
Susan Kevra with music by BLT:
Mary Lea, Bill Tomczak & Pe
ter Barnes. $7. Info: Susan Kevra,
skevra@marlboro.edu or (802)
257-2466
16 Saturday
Special English Country
Dance. For callers and creators
ofEnglish country dances. Cre
ators can try out new dances,
and callers can gain experience
by calling particularly hard
dances. Info: Richard at (413)
665-0484 or Victor at (781) 935
9961. Travel directions at http:!
/www.amherst .edu/-fjjoseph/
16 Saturday
Potluck Dinner and Contra
Dance to benefit the Media
tion & Training Collaborative.
Guiding Star Grange, 401
Chapman St., Greenfield MA.
Potluck 6:30-8 PM, dance 8-11
PM. David Kaynor calling with

Mary Lea, Lise Brown, Michael
Kerry, & Marc Murphy. $7-10
sliding scale. No contact num
ber given.

17 Sunday
How to Play Swing Tunes. A
workshop for contra dance mu
sicians. Guiding Star Grange,
401 Chapnlan St., Greenfield
MA. 4-7 PM. Melody players
only. $10. Call to register, (413)
533-6958

November
10-12
NOMAD. Newtown High
School, Newtown CT. Partici
patory dancing and singing, jam
sessions, music and dance per
formances, workshops, crafts,
food, family activities. (203) 372
3890, or http://geocities.com/
hearcland/hills/8797/,or(203)
226-6681 If there are callers
interested, who haven't received
an application via snail mail,
contact Marc Horowitz at
nomadgrici@aoLcom, (203) 248
0291 or nomadgrid@aol.com

Minutes, continued from page 9

4. Ann Cowan, with NEDC approval, presented the
MIT proposal for next summer, for continuation of
same budget. Passed unanimously.
5. Margaret: Election Corrections
Anne Richardson: 1 year as Vice President
Jean Farrington: Director 1 year
Terry Gaffney: Nominating Committee
President's appointments, due to ballot errors, were
passed unanimously.
6. Terry proposed to appoint Harvey Cohen to
Eng. Comm. Passed unanimously.
7. Treasurer's Report from Mark Jones. We have
approximately $250,000 in assets so will need review

by a CPA or Audit for Certification. Required, this will
cost $2-4000/year. Accepted unanimously.
8. Grants Committee (Anne Richardson). Offered
Robin Rodgers Brown $300 to attend English Dance
Leader's Training ifCDSS said they would pay other
half, which they did. Granted Kenneth Allen $572 to
attend the Jaqueline Schwab music course (Buffalo
Gap), which the EDC recommended. Mike Bergman
requested funding of$250 for a dance. (Anne R: $200
actually requested, was granted by Comm. after Board
met, as they now know they have power to appropriate
up to $250 without Board consent.)

-Ann Cowan, Clerk
CDS Boston News
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OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA
Please call the info number to confirm date, time, and place.

CONTRAS
South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
SATURDAYS
2nd Sat. Contra Dance. George Marshall or Tim
Van Egmond, with Swallowtail. Beginners 8PM,
dance at 8:30. $6. Info: Ron (413) 253-5638,
ron@swallowtail.com, or www.swallowtail.com

Greenfield MA
FRIDAYS

3rd Fri. Contra Dance at the Guiding Star
Grange. 401 Chapman St., Greenfield MA. 8 PM
midnight. Susan Kevra. $6. Info: (802) 254-2874
or btomczak @saver.net

4th Sat. Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger,
Susie Secco, guests. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413)
367-9269 or sconger@shaysnet.com

SATURDAYS

5th Sat. Contra Dance. Susan Kevra with Sooz
a-rama. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or
sconger@shaysnet.com

Greater Providence Contradance. Oaklawn
Grange, Wheelock St., Cranston RI. 8:00-11 :00
PM. 5/27, 6/17. $6. Info: (401) 828-3229

Cranston RI

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
Cape Cod
English Country Dance on Cape Cod. Usually
2nd and 4th Fridays; call to confirm. West
Barnstable Community Hall, Route 149 (north of
Route 6), W. Barnstable MA. 7:30 PM. $4. Info:
Francis & Marjorie Worrell at (508) 362-9570
New Hampshire
SUNDAYS
English Country Dance in New Hampshire.
Sponsored by the NH English Country Dance So
ciety with funding from CDS Boston Centre. All $6
Concord. 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June. 6:30-9:30
PM. On grounds of old New Hampshire Hospi
tal, 105 Pleasant St.
Portsmouth. 3rd Sunday year round. Ports
mouth Ballroom, Vaughn Mall and Fleet Street.
7-9:30 PM
East Alstead. Varied schedule. Orchard
School. Info: (603) 756-3412

(603) 463-7771 or taylorgorman@juno.com
(603) 886-5071 or dbateman@sanders.com
(603) 934-2543 or jnoska@cyberportal.net

South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
MONDAYS
English Country Dancing. Robin Hayden and
Joyce Crouch with live music. All dances taught;
beginners welcome. $5. Info: Robin, (413) 256
8260

SATURDAYS
1st Sat. English Country Dancing. 8 to 10:30
PM. Helen Davenport with live music. $6. Info:
(860) 285-8694 or dancerhiker@yahoo.com
3rd Sat. English Country Dance, sponsored by
Pleasures of the Town. 8-11 PM. $7. Music by
Pleasures of the Town (Doug Creighton, flute &
melodeon; Joyce Crouch, piano; occasional
guests). Info: joycecrouch@compuserve.com or
(413) 549-4123
September 16: Robin Rogers-Browne
October 21 : Beverly Francis, with Chris Rua,
oboe & recorders
November 18: Marianne Taylor ("Dances You
Can't Get Enough Of!")
December 16: Caller TBA (Holiday Party)

(603) 742-2303 or LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net
Special Events
Sunday, October 22
Advanced English Country Dance. Challenging
dances for experienced dancers. 2-5 PM. Prompt
er, Beverly Francis. Info: Mary at (413) 549-8159
12
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For Those Who Like to Travel
OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND

September
1-3
Still Dancing (formerly Gotta
Dance). Camp Merri~Mac in
Black Mountain NC. Contra
& Cajun/Zydeco. Info: Still
Dancing, PO Box 10513,
Tampa FL 33679; contra
dancing@aol .com

1-4
Labor Day Dance and Music
Weekend. Spans. by Port
land Country Dance Com
munity. Suttle Lake OR.
Contras & Swing. Info: (503)
722-4555 or stengermacemon
@mome.com

9 Saturday
Dances-with-a-Differen ce
Ball. First in new series:
"Dances from Modern
Sources." Tring, Hertfordshire.
Colin Hume and The Falcon- .
ers. Info: imcf@bielab.force9
.co.uk or http://www.bielab
.co.uk!dwadball

29 - October 1
English-Contra Dance
Weekend. Pittsburgh PA. Sue

Rude Mechanicals. Info: marge
@logielink.com or (734) 665
7704 or (734) 747-8138.

October
13-15
Fall Dance Weekend at
Monte Toyon. Aptos CA. Bay
Area Country Dance Society.
Info: Vanessa Schnatmeir &
Alan Winston at (650) 365
2913 or winston@SLAC.stan
ford.edu; Robin Cohen, rcohen
@idiom.com or (650) 364-9177

20-22
The John Shaw 25th Anni
versary Country Dance
Weekend with Bare Necessi
ties. Columbus 0 H. Contra,
English, and Scottish. $59 be
fore Oct. 5; $65 after. Info:
John Shaw 25th Anniversary
Weekend, 410 Clinton Heights
Avenue, Columbus, Ohio
43202. or <http://www.big
scioty.com/shaw.html> or
swartell@cas.org>

Margaret Dale Barrand. Info:
see Oct. 27-29

December
26 - January 1
Winter Dance Week. Staffin
eludes Philippe Callens, A Band
Named Bob, Bob Dalsemer,
and others. Info: see Oct. 27-29

February
Tropical Dance Vacation

6-13
English Week. Gene Murrow
with Bare Necessities. Info: Tro
pical Dance Vacation, PO Box
602, Belchertown MA 01007,
TDV@wildasparagus.com, or
http://www.tropdanvac.com

15-22
Contra/Square Week. George
Marshall and Kathy Anderson
with Wild Asparagus and The
Monks. Info: see English Week
above

23-25

27-29
Fall Dance Weekend. John

International Dance Week
end. Marianne Taylor, empha

Dupre with Amarillis. Info:
Ralph Bangs, CDSS of Pitts
burgh, 1623 Denniston Street,
Pittsburgh PA 15217, rbangs
@vms.cis.pitt.edu, or (412)
422-7265

C. Campbell Folk School, Brass
town NC. ECD & squares. Info:
1-800-365-5724, dance@folk
school.org, http://www.folk
school.org, or John C. Camp
bell Folk School, 1 Folk School
Road, Brasstown NC 28902

sis on Balkan, French, Scottish.
Info: see Oct. 27-29

29 - October 1
FUDGE Fall Dance Week
end. Ann Arbor, Michigan.

November
17-19

Helene Cornelius & Bare Ne
cessities, Joseph Pimentel &

Winter Solstice Traditions
Weekend. Tony Barrand and

28 - March 7
Baile Mundo Mayo, Antigua
2001. 7 nights ofcontra dance
with Wild Asparagus. Info: PO
Box 42301, Santa Barbara CA
93140, bailemundonlaya@big
foot.com, or http://www.geo
cities.com/bailemundomaya

CDS Boston News
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Deadlines for Winter issue
(covering late November through early March 2000)

Editorial and calendar, November 1st; inserts/flyers, November 10th
Please be prompt!

CDS Boston
Centre Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

Meetings are open, All members
are welcome, but please call the
office at (617) 354-1340 to obtain
date, time, and place.

If you are planning an event or
have some other matter that re
quires consideration by the CDS
Board, please send a one- or two
page summary to:

Board of Directors
New England Dance Com
mittee
English Dance Committee

Margaret Keller
149 Stimson St.
West Roxbury MA 02132
or

News Needed
Ifyou are planning an event, write
it up! Send articles or announce
ments, preferably bye-mail with
NO formatting or attachments to:

lyrl@yahoo.com
or by mail to:

Lyrl Ahern, Editor
298 Central Street
Acton MA 01720-2444
(978) 263-4778

mskeller@MIT.EDU
CDS, Boston Centre's Web site:

www.cds-boston.org

14

CDS Boston News

by the first Wednesday of the
month for consideration at the
subsequent meeting.

Phone Art Anger, (781) 899-8702
(home) or(617) 253-7044 (work),
to arrange delivery of mailing
inserts.

