Deadline for Summer Newsletter: May 1st, 2000. Details, back page.

From the President
With elections in process, you may have already
received a ballot with the slate of new Directors and
Officers for CDS Boston. Several individuals will be
stepping down from their responsibilities serving on the
Board, and I want to take this opportunity to thank them
for their tireless service to our organization.
Terry Gaffney will complete his term as Past Presi
dent. He has provided me with helpful information and
advice as I took on the responsibility of the Presidency
of CDS. He continues to demonstrate his dedication as
Chairman of the English Committee.
Alison Woodman kept us on track, serving a one
year term as Clerk and ensuring that we have a clear
record of our meetings. She has been a joy to serve with,
as she always sports a smile.
RalphJones complete several terms as Treasurer. We
appreciate his work managing our day-to-day expenses as
well as our short- and long-term fiscal strength.
Jean Farrington will step down as a Director. She has
been a tremendous help, working with Terry and the rest
of the Board to draft the new Bylaws that have been in
place for a year.
Bill Schulz, leaving as a Director, served well with his
involvement in the dance community and his knowledge
of law. The latter was particularly important in our
negotiations for dance space.

Continued on page 2

CDS Boston Events on page 6
Other area events on page 8-11
Address for News items on page 14

New Variety at Third
Tuesday Contras
at Old Cambridge Baptist Church
Third Tuesdays are our Open Mike nights-opportu
nities for novice callers and musicians to get some
practice while still giving dancers a good time. This year
we've been booking two lead musicans for each dance,
rather than having the same lead musician every month.
This gives us the opportunity to hear a variety of styles
and the musicians the opportunity to play in different
combinations and venues. If you would like to play,
please call (617) 354-0864. To call, come to the dance.
Come listen and dance with us from 8-10:30 PM.
Continued on page 3

Spring English Country
Dance Wednesday Parties
The Wednesday Series spring season begins with a
bang. On March 22 we celebrate the end ofwinter with 
a Spring Equinox Party. It's a chance to say goodbye to
winter and hello to spring!-and a chance to say hello to
the your new officers, as the Annual Meeting will pre
cede the dance. All CDS-Boston members attending the
annual meeting are admitted free to the dance.
The evening will feature dances associated with winter
and spring. Winter Memories and Round About Our
Coal-fire both capture an aspect ofwinter life, while The
Springis traditionally done at the change ofseasons, and
Easter Mom has an outdoor, re-birth feel to it.

Continued on page 5

From the President. continued from page 1

Nora Daoud completes her term as a Director, but
will continue to be involved through her work on the
Nominating Committee.
Chris Reynolds will also complete her term as a
Director, but continues her involvement as Co-Chair of
the New England Dance Committee.
On behalf of every member of CDS-Boston Centre,
I would like to thank all of these Directors and Officers
for their dedication and service to the organization. I
look forward to working with the new members of the
Board as well, as we continue our important work for the
Society.
On another topic, as many of you may know, I am
involved with "ceremonial" dance, a.k.a. ritual dance,
including Cotswold Morris, rapper, and English and
American clog. With the spring fast approaching, you
will soon see Morris dancers with their hankies, sticks,
and bells, or rapper and longsword dancers or cloggers
at various performance events.
CDS Boston was well represented at the 15th Annual
HalfMoon Sword Ale in New York City on February 18
to 20. Charles River Rapper, the Gay Blades, Orion
Sword, Still River Sword, Velocirapper, Vineyard Sword
Fish-all spent the weekend in Manhatten and Brooklyn
with our hosts, HalfMoon Sword, and other teams from
the East Coast. We started out at the Port Authority,
with tours in different places throughout the day, ending
up together at the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. After a

marvelous feast, one of the hottest contra dances of the
year got going. Sunday, after a wonderfUl brunch, we
gathered at the Picnic House for a grand finale of show
dances-for an audience that shows up year after year to
watch the spectacle.
I hope that, if you plan to attend the New England
Folk Festival, you will be sure to watch the Morris and
sword dancing in the courtyard ofthe school. Tradition
ally, new dances are presented here, as it is one ofthe first
performance opportunities of the spring. Teams have
been practicing every week all year, so the celebration at
NEFFA brings a wonderfUl jubilance as we dance not
only for ourselves, but for you, our audience.
Our 2nd CD is selling well. We have received wonder
ful feedback from folks all over, reporting how much
people enjoy "More Favorites of the Boston Centre."
The next two volumes, HSimple Pleasures" and "Modern
Treasures," have already been recorded. Look for release
soon.
Be sure to mark your calendar for May 20, Lilac
Sunday. Teams from all over New England will gather
at the Arnold Arboretum for this event, hosted by Rose
Galliard, which will also feature a demonstration of
English country dancing with audience participation.
Imagine dancing outside to wonderfUl music, with good
company and the scent of blooming lilacs surrounding
you-hard to beat!

-Margaret Keller

Concord Saturday Contras for Spring '00
Two great Saturday contras are coming up this spring!

4/29, Gala May Day Party
Fabulous caller Steve Zakon-Anderson leads the bill with
a very special two-fiddler band of Kerry Elkin and Mark
Simos. At intermission we'll have two Morris teams to
perform for you-both Charles River Rapper and
Ha'Penny Morris include our president, Margaret Keller.
All are wel-come. Dance 8-11; admission only $6!

6/3, Mardi Gras in June
Mary Desrosiers will call with Amy Richardson Larkin
playing fiddle, Tom Pixton on accordion, and Liza
Constable, guitar. It will be an exciting contra inter
mingled with Cajun dances. Join us 8-11 PM for $6.
2
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Recall the fine Third Annual Pre-Groundhog Day
Dance we had on January 29, with our excellent caller
Susan Elberger and music by the Reiner Family Band
including dad Dave, with sons Andy, 13, and Eric, 10,
accompanied by our own Cal Howard. They enjoyed
playing while Susan called interesting and enjoyable
dances devised by women. We were all impressed by the
flawless performance of the ten young Champion Irish
Step Dancers of Rita O'Shea's School. We are so glad
they could all come and give our large crowd such a good
time. Thanks especially to helpers Art Anger & Irene
Howard.

-Ann Cowan, Producer

MIT-FOC Contra Dance for
all at MIT
Spring Schedule of Contra Dances
Here are the dances scheduled for this spring. You are
all welcome to dance with us and have fun.
We dance from 7:30 to 10:30 PM on 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays all year. Sit-ins are welcomed at all dances ex
cept 5/23. Prospective musicians or callers should call
(617) 354-0864 to participate. All dances are in Student
Center 407, except 3/14 in Morss Dining Room in
Walker Memorial. Check our website for program and
location info: http://web.edu/fdc/www/contra.html.

3/14, Ides of March Dance
Linda Leslie with Terry Traub & Cal Howard
3/28, Spring Equinox Party
Angel Roman with Dave Titus & Terry Traub

Tuesday Contras, continued from page 1

For upcoming dances we'll have these fine musicians:
3/21, Vince O'Donnell and Deborah Gerstein
4/18, Visitors to NEFFA
5/16, Eric Merrill and Michael Kerry, guitar.
Last fall we had:
9/21 It 10/19, John Chambers, Ben Pasamanick &
Maryanne Cygnel
11/16, The Last Gaspe
12/21, Carol Kycia and Cal Howard
1/18, John Chambers and Bill Possi
2/15, Dave Titus and Judy Francis
-Ann Cowan, Booking Agent for 3rd Tuesdays

Exceptional Spring Fifth

4/11, PreNEFFA Gala
Music and Caller TBA

4/25, Think May Day Party
Dan Pearl with Terry Traub, Robin Kynoch & Susan
Janssen
5/9, Flower Fiesta
Steve Boylan with Sylvia Miskoe

&

Cal Howard

5/23, Spring Fling Party
Ann Cowan with Einsten's Little Homunculus
MIT students free, non-students $4. Free parking in
Kresge lot. Thanks especially to Art Anger, Julie Owen,
and Larry Stone for their work & dedication to the dance.
-Ann Cowan, Coordinator

NEFFA Dates and
Volunteering
NEFFA this year will be held on April 14-16, a week
earlier than usual, because of conflicts with Easter and
Passover. NEFFA is an all-volunteer event and counts on
people like you to make it work. If you would like to
volunteer in exchange for admission (four hours gets you
the whole Festival; shorter time periods are pro-rated),
pick up a volunteer flyer at a dance, log on to the NEFFA
on-line volunteer fonn (http://www.ultranet.com/Nneffaj
volunteer.html), or contact Nancy Hanssen by phone at
(508) 875-0382 or by email atneh@world.std.com. (See
additional article on page 13.)

Tuesdays
at the Old Cambridge Baptist Church
Come enjoy with us:

2/29, Sadie Hawkins Day
when the women get to ask because it's Leap Year, and
it falls in a century year only once in four hundred years!
Better get ready! For this dance we have the unmatchable
Einstein's Little Homunculus. We begin with a polka
workshop at 8 PM led by Ann Cowan, followed by an
open mike for callers led by the same. Members dance
from 8-10:30 PM for $5. Free parking is in the lot next
to the church. This one should be fun!
5/30 Memorial Day Picnic It Contra Dance
this time on a Tuesday in Cambridge, instead of a
Saturday at the Scout House in Concord. We'll have one
of our best bands, Swinging On a Gate, with Jim and
Judy and a friend playing great music for an open mike
for callers, led by Ann Cowan. Bring some cool sweets
or savories (we have no kitchen here) to share for a spring
potluck with your friends near Harvard Square at 7 PM
probably outdoors. We'll dance 8-10:30 PM.
This dance also celebrates the 25th anniversary ofthe
CDS Tuesday contra dance!
-Ann Cowan, Producer
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3

Spotlight on

Earl Gaddis
Music and friendships, linked by strong emotions, are
essential to his world. For many years a cornerstone of
the band Bare Necessities, Earl Gaddis confides that
making music is not work, for otherwise it would not be
called "playing" music.
Earl was born and spent his childhood in Arlington,
Virginia, where he remained through college. When
students in his junior high school were encouraged to
learn an instrument, Earl took up classical violin and
joined the school orchestra.
At George Washington University he majored in
physics, switching to psychology in his senior year. He
was always taking extra courses. Earl also played in the
college orchestra until the overwhelming repertoire of
obscure Russian symphonies became too much for him
and he left it.
By now he was trying to fit all four years of required
psychology courses into his senior year, so music took
a back seat while he obtained his undergraduate degree
in psychology-then pursued a full-time graduate psy
chology program at the University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia, simultaneously auditing engineering courses
at two other universities. After completing his master's
degree in psychology, he studied engineering full-time
until illness prevented him from completing that degree.
Earl always wanted to work with people and with
things, to find some way ofcombining complex technol
ogy with that which is very much about people. In 1969
he came to Boston for a job as a research psychologist,
but within a week had become transformed into a
"design engineer."
Earl had participated in and sometimes played for
international folkdancing in college and graduate school.
On arriving in Boston, he discovered international
folkdancing at MIT. Quite shy, he explored the rich
world of dance rhythms and movements anonymously
amid the throngs in the Sala de Puerto Rico.
A musician friend brought Earl to one of Dudley
Laufman's dances; he was encouraged to sit in with the
band and started playing for contra dances. When
Tuesday contras and squares at the Cambridge YWCA
was desperate for musicians, Earl was recruited, soon
becoming a regular. As word of his musical skill spread,
he was sought for playing at many dances and other
occasions. Playing dance music soon became a major
factor in his life.

4

CDS Boston News

-from Hudson Barn, copyright 1980 by the Boston Centre, Inc.

When a musician was needed for an English dance
performance tape, Susan (now Emily) Ferguson turned
to Earl, who did his best. He played the music in proper
classical style, but had no idea how to give it the
particular kind of lift and drive that English dancing
requires. It became very clear that he would not be able
to play well for English dancing unless he learned how
it felt to dance. So, with Emily's encouragement, he
started attending dances at the Cambridge YWCA on
Wednesday nights. The music was beautiful, but the
dances were confounding. He was unprepared for the
change at the bottom ofa set from active to inactive, and
alternating between threes and twos in a triple-minor
dance was odd and confusing at first. Eventually he got
the hang of it, and the experiences as a dancer provided
an essential understanding of what dancers need from
mUSICIans.
With the downturn in the Route-128 companies,
engineering work became scarce and Earl was laid off.
He took on jobs that nobody else wanted until he could
get established as a self-employed biomedical engineer
ing consultant. He worked successfully in this field for
over a decade.
In 1983 Earl ·left Boston to study visual arts at the
Kansas City Art Institute. This provided a new opportu
nity: to immerse himself totally in the visual arts for a
while, as a balance and complement to the musical part
of his life as an artist. Upon completing the three-year
program, Earl returned to Boston with yet another
degree, now ready to embrace a career as a full-time dance
mUSICIan.
Playing for dances was a turning point in his life.
While studying classical music in his youth, he had been

, . - - - - - - = =- ----- -- ---- -

-~ -- -- -

encouraged to practice playing the music precisely as
written by the composer. Earl tells it best: "I didn't know
that there were alternatives. Your job is to learn to play
the stuff so well and so consistently that you will play it
exactly the same way no matter what is going on around
you. You must not be distracted by sounds and other
things happening in your vicinity. First you learn how to
do it. You do all the studying and all the practicing. After
you've learned how to do it, you play it."
By contrast, in the contradance and English dance en
vironments he was encouraged to perform the music as
soon as he could carry the essentials ofthe tune. As Earl
puts it, "First you play it, because it's just here and it's
your job to play it; then you learn as you go. You're
allowed to make sense of the things that happen while
you're playing and you don't yet know what you're
doing. What I later discovered to be true about dance
music, which was so liberating, was that in the first place
your job is to respond tremendously to everything
happening around you-to what the other musicians are
doing, to what the dancers are doing, to the temperature
of the room-and I've interacted with this so much
better." Earl was particularly impressed by the role of
improvisation, working diligently to sharpen that skill.
He says he had always wanted his life's work to inte
grate his love for people with a deep interest in technical
things. Always expecting to find this integration in the
subject matter ofa career, he stumbled over it in playing
music for dances, which he describes as an immersion in
the process of controlling a very complex piece of
equipment in very precise and subtle ways.
Yet the "product" of this very technical process is a
purely emotional and spiritual one, whose function is to
reach out lovingly to people and move them pro
foundly. It's an honor, he feels, to have people move in
response to his playing-and even pay for their participa
tion, while he's paid to participate. Interaction between
music and dance is about the heart and the spirit, making
it so much fun for both the musicians and the dancers.
Since 1987 Earl has been based in western Massachu
setts. His somewhat fragmented life involves frequent
bookings, with an abundance of annual weekend gigs
and considerable travel. While he loves flying, Earl also
loves to take long car trips by himself to distant venues,
accompanied by books on tape, sometimes covering
3000 miles or more at a jaunt. When not performing or
on the road, he retreats to an apartment in Northampton
overlooking a small public plaza, where he finds solitude

Wednesday English Parties, continued from page 1

As a prelude to NEFFA, we will have a party night on
April 12. NEFFA brings many friends from across the
co un-try to the Boston area. Dancing with them always
makes this evening special.
On April 19, our dance features Susan Kevra. Show
casing leaders from abroad and from our region is one
of the new things we are trying this season. Last fall we '
had Robert Moir from England; Susan will be our
regional caller this year. She is known mostly fur her
contra calling, but she also teaches ECD, working with
Colin Hume and others. If there are other regional
callers that dancers would like to dance with, please let
the English Committee know.
May 17 brings the Open Mike, which is a chance for
dancers to try out their skills as leaders. Callers will be
screened by Helene Cornelius, so anyone who wants to
call a dance should contact Helene Cornelius at least a
month in advance of the event.
The year concludes with our annual end ofthe season
party on June 21.
A number of people have told me in the last year or
so how friendly people are on Wednesday nights, but I
think we can still do better. I've noticed that we still have
people sitting out on the sidelines from time to time.
This isn't deliberate; we just seem to be getting into a
pattern ofasking somebody nearby to dance. So dancers,
raise your sights! Look to the sidelines. Women, if you
see a woman sitting out, suggest to a gentleman that he
ask her to dance. Men, if you see a shy guy on the
sidelines, ask a lady to get him onto the floor. I've been
told of people trying "to do the right thing" but being
intercepted before they reached the side ofthe hall. Let's
be understanding about declining an invitation, so that
someone sitting out can dance.
As ever, if you see a way we can improve what we're
doing or if you have a new programming idea, feel free
to talk to me or any of the other English Dance
Committee members.

-Terry Gatmey, Chair, English Dance Committee

without feeling isolated-this provides awelcome comple
ment to his public performances.

-Epb Weiss
CDS Boston News
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English Country Dance

American Dance

Regular Events

Regular Events

WEDNESDAYS

1st, 3rd, & 5th TUESDAYS

Park Avenue Congregational Church.* 7:30 to
10:30 PM. Through 6/21/2000. Helene Cornelius
with George Fogg, Emily Ferguson, Barbara
Finney, Rich Jackson, Jacqueline Schwab, &
Robin Rogers-Browne. Music: Bare Necessities
(Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Jacqueline
Schwab) & others. $6; $5 CDS members; $3
studentslbeginners

Old Cambridge Baptist Church. * Through June.
Beginners at 7:45, dancing 8:00-10:30 PM. Free
parking next to church. $6; $5 members; $3
students & seniors

FIRST FRIDAYS
For Experienced Dancers. Church of Our Sav
iour. * Oct. thru June. 8:15 to 11 PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with basic English Country
Dance figures. All dances will be taught. $5
March 3: Brad Foster with Jacqueline Schwab
April 7: George Fogg with Jacqueline Schwab
May 5: Emily Ferguson with Jacqueline Schwab
June 2: Boston Centre Leaders with Jacqueline
Schwab

Special Events
The following parties are held at the Park Avenue
Congregational Church*, beginning at 7:30 PM.
$6; $5 CDS members; $3 studentslbeginners
March 22: Spring Equinox Party
April 12: PreNEFFA Party
April 19: Guest caller Susan Kevra
May 17: Open Mike. Contact Helene Cornelius
one month in advance if you wish to call.
June 21: End of Season Party

1st Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor & The Knights
of Tunisia. Sit-ins welcome. Slow Jam, 6:00-7:30
3rd Tuesdays: Open Mike. Steve Boylan, 629
2749, coordinates the open mike. Music by
Cambridge Open Dance Band Society, with guest
musical leaders
5th Tuesdays: Parties at Old Cambridge Baptist
Church. * Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
February 29, Sadie Hawkins Day
Polka workshop at 8 PM, followed by an open
mike for callers led by Ann Cowan. Music by
Einstein's Little Homunculus. Dance 8-10:30
PM. Free parking in lot next to church. $5.
May 30, Memorial Day Picnic/Contra Dance
Open mike for callers, led by Ann Cowan.
Music by Swinging On a Gate, with Jim & Judy
& friend. Bring potluck finger foods (no kitchen
here) at 7 PM-probably outdoors. 8-10:30 PM.
4th Tuesdays: Rennaisance Dance. Old Cam
bridge Baptist Church.* Through May. 7:30-10:00
PM. Various teachers & musicians. $5. Co
sponsored by CDS-Boston & Eclectic Enterprises.
Info: Mike, eclectic@mit.edu or (617) 964-7684

SpeCial Events
at the Concord Scout House*
Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864, unless other
wise noted
Continued on

page 7

For information about CDS Boston-sponsored dances, please call the office at (617) 354-1340, or call the
number of the organizer listed for a particular dance.

'" Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations '"
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave., Cambridge
Church of Our Saviour, Carlton & Monmouth Streets, Brookline
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
6
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American Dance, cont.
April 29, Gala May Day Party
Steve Zakon-Anderson with Kerry Elkin & Mark
Simos. Intermission: Charles River Rapper and
Ha'Penny Morris. Dance 8-11. $6
June 3, Mardi Gras in June
Contra intermingled with Cajun dances. Mary
Desrosiers with Amy Richardson Larkin on fiddle,
Tom Pixton on accordion, and Liza Constable on
guitar. 8-11 PM for $6

Center Outreach: Lilac
Sunday and Waltham Days
Spring is coming, bringing with it Lilac Sunday and
Waltham days-two great opportunities to introduce our
neighbors to Ritual and English Country Dancing.
Lilac Sunday will be on May 21, at the Arnold
Arboretum, Jamaica Plain. Ritual dancers from New
England will converge to celebrate spring. Much of the
dancing will take place in the three pond area ofthe park.
From 12:30 to 1:30 PM, at the three pond area, George
Fogg will lead onlookers in English Country dancing. It
will start with a short demonstration by dancers from our
Wednesday night series, then we'll bring the audience in.
Waltham Days is a week-long event sponsored by cul
tural groups in Waltham. CDS is joining with the Patriot
Girl Scout Council, Rose Galliard, and other ritual teams
to sponsor an evening of dancing on Tuesday, June 6,
from 7:00-8:30 PM, at the Girl Scout Reservation at
Cedar Hill in Waltham, in the ·Great Hall. Barbara
Finney will lead the ECD program. There is plenty of
parking at the site.
The connection between CDS and the Girl Scouts
goes back a long way; Helen Storrow played a key role
in starting both groups. For many years, girls were able
to earn merit badges in ECD; the nearby Girl Scout
Museum has pictures ofgirls doing ritual dancing, as well
as photos of early ECD and Mrs. Storrow. This may be
a chance to breathe some new life into this old alliance.
Cedar Hill reservation is located at 265 Beaver St~, Wal
tham [(781) 893-6113]. A map with the Great Hall can
be found at http://www.ptgirlscouts.orglprops/ch.htm
Please spread the word to your friends. At these events
we always need experienced dancers to help the begin
ners. Ifyou can help, it'll be much appreciated-a lot of
the people trying ECD for the first time are thrilled.

-Terry Gatmey, Chair, English Dance Committee

Summer Camps
Boston Centre Weekends at pinewoods
Contact the CDS office for information on the
First Weekend at Pinewoods, in June, and
the Fourth of July Weekend, from June 30 to
July 3. (There may also be flyers inserted in
this mailing. -Ed.}

Cosponsored by the Boston Centre:
July 3-7, English Scottish Ses.s ion
Staff: Nicolas Broadbridge, Maggie Carch
rie, Yonina Gordon, Robert McOwen, with
music by Peter Barnes, Hanaca Castle,
Earl Gaddis, Susie Petrov, Laura Risk,
Jacqueline Schwab, and Bob Cameron.
$255 or $50 deposit, bal. due on 6/15. Info:
Anne Richardson, (401) 331-3239 or anne
fred @worldnet.att.net

Country Dance and Song Society Weeks
Buffalo Gap, Capon Bridge WV
Dance Week, July 8-15
Family Week, July 15-22
Ogontz, Lyman NH
Family Week, July 29-August 5
Pinewoods, Plymouth MA
Early Music Week, July 15-22
Folk Music Week, July 22-29
Family Week, July 29-August 5
American Dance & Music Week, Aug. 5-12
Also, American Dance Leaders Course
Campers' Week, August 12-19
English & Amer. Dance Week, Aug. 19-26
English Dance Week, August 26-Sept. 2

Summer Jobs at Pinewoods
We are looking for energetic, responsible people to be
part of the 2000 summer crew. Positions which may be
available include grounds crew, cooks, and kitchen aides.
Those with kitchen experience are especially encouraged
to inquire. Full-time crew members work five-day weeks,
live in private cabins, and have access to classes and
activities. Volunteer positions are also available, for three
weeks or longer.
For more infonnation, contact Eileen Callahan, Camp
Manager at Pinewoods Camp, 80 Cornish Field Road,
Plymouth MA 02360; manager@pinewoods.org or (508)

2244858.
CDS Boston News
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OTHER_REGULAR_BOSION_AREA_DANCES
MONDAYS
Contra Dance, Concord Scout House. 7:30-10:30
PM. Various callers & Yankee Ingenuity. Info:
(781) 272-0396 or (781) 259-8442
Scottish Country Dance, Cambridge YWCA.
7:45-10:30 PM. $6. RSCDS. Info: (617) 484-0950
TUESDAYS
2nd & 4th Tue. English Country Dance. (Experi
enced, 5th Tues.) 1st Church of Jamaica Plain,
Centre & Eliot Sts. Michael Cicone & Rob Dob
son, leaders, 7:30-10:00 PM. $5. Info: Michael,
(781) 891-3296, or Rob (781) 271-0356.

THURSDAYS
New England 'Contras & Squares, VFW Hall,
688 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 8-11 PM. $5. Info:
(617) 354-1340, (781) 272-0396, (508) 229-2854,
or http://www.neffa.org/-neffalfhurs.html
Scottish Country Dance. Universalist Church,
211 Bridge St., Salem. 8:00 PM. $2. Info: (978)
745-2229
FRIDAYS
1st or 2nd Fri. Renaissonics. Renaissance dance
for everyone. Jewett Hall, First Church in Cam
bridge, Congregational, 11 Garden Street, Cam
bridge. 7:30 PM. 3/10,4/14,5/12,6/9. Charles
Garth teaching. Info: (617) 661-3353
2nd Fri. Contras, Squares & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. Walter Lenk, music by
O'Connor's Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781 or
(978) 369-1232
3rd Fri. Contras and Squares with Roaring
Jelly. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road,
Lexington MA. Beginners at 7:45, dance 8-11 PM.
Susan Elberger with Debby Knight. $5. Info: (781)
944-3544 or http://www.toc.lcs.mit.edu.-slonim/
rjelly.html

SATURDAYS

Ii

New England Contras & Squares, Concord
Scout House, 74 Walden St. 8-11 PM. $6.
1st Sat., various callers & bands
2nd Sat., Tony Saletan with Concord Country
Dance Band. Info: (978) 369-4462
3rd Sat., Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate.
Info: (980) 667-7459
8
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4th Sat., Walter Lenk with Jack O'Connor and
Debby Knight. Info: (978) 369-1232
1st8at. Contra Dances in Berlin. Berlin Town
Hall, Route 62, Berlin MA. 8:00-11:00 PM. Tony
Saletan and Berlin Country Orchestra. $5. Info:
(978) 838-2104
3rd Sat. New England Squares & Contras.
Studio 665, 665 Salem St. (3rd fl.), Maplewood
Sq., Malden. Cammy Kaynor with Knights of
Tunisia. Instruction 7:00 PM, dance 8:00 PM. $5.
Info: (781) 324-7355
Some Sats. Genderfree Dance. Boston Gay &
Lesbian Contra Dancers. 1st Church of Jamaica
Plain, UU, Eliot & Centre. 7:30-11 PM. 3/11 & 25,
4/8 & 29,5/13 & 27,6/10 & 22. $5 before 8 PM,
$6 after. Info: (617) 522-2216, (617) 522-1115, or
http://www.tiac.net/usersllattellcfd
3rd Sat. Trad. New England Barn Dance.
Central Congregational Church, 85 Seaverns
Ave., Jamaica Plain. 8:00 PM. Contras, squares,
waltzes & polkas; music by Just Plain Folks. $5.
Info: (617) 524-1767

SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carlton & Monmouth St., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM.
Basic & experienced instruction. $4. Info: (617)
325-6657
NEFFAlFolk Arts Center Family Dances.
Concord Scout House, 74 Walden, Concord MA.
2:00-4:00 PM. Music by Cal Howard & friends.
03/19 International with Regina Laskowski &
Marcie Van Cleave. Appropriate for ages 5 and
up. $4; $15 family max. Info: FAC, (617) 491-6083
or NEFFA, (617) 354-1340

EESll~ALS_ &_ Q THE. R _SP..ECJAL._ EY.ENIS.
Call first to check details and directions.

March

April

12 Sunday
19th Cen. Tea Dance Be Work
shop. First Unitarian Society,

8 Saturday
Country Dance'" New York
17th Annual Playford Ball.

W. Newton MA. 2-5 PM. Patti
Pugliese teaching & leading, re
corded music. Refreshments. $5.
Info: eclectic@mit.edu or (617)
964-7684

Congregation Beth Elohim,
Brooklyn. 8 PM to Midnight
Fried de Metz Herman & Paul
Ross with MGM-Mary Lea, Mar
garet Ann Martin, Gene Murrow.
Walk through 3-5 PM, music by
Leah Barkan. Info: registrars Ellie
Hansen & Bob Ehrenburg,
stepstately@juno.com or http://
www.cdny. org

18 Saturday
Spring Fling Benefit Dance.
Sponsored by Greater Providence
Contradance. Oaklawn Grange,
Wheelock St., Cranston RI. 8
PM to midnight. $10. Info:Jeanne
Chapman, (401) 828-3229

18 Saturday
English Country Dance for
All. Munson Library S. Amherst
MA. 8-11 PM. Scott Higgs with
music by Pleasures of the Town.
Info: Mary Jones, (413) 549-8159

19 Sunday
Experienced English Dance.
Munson Lib., S. Amherst MA. 2
5 PM. Scott Higgs calling with
Margaret Ann Martin, Earl
Gaddis, and Lise Brown. $8. Info:
Mary Jones, (413) 549-8159

19 Sunday
Scottish and English Country
Dancing. The Portsmouth Ball
room, Portsmouth NH. 7-9:30
PM. Marianne Taylor & the
White Cockade. $6; $5 mem
bers. Info: Marianne Taylor,
taylorgorman@juno.comor(603)
463-7771

9 Sunday
Ragtime Tea Dance. First Uni
tarian Society, W. Newton MA.
2-5 PM. Roberta Tovey teaching
with Charles Worsley, recorded
music. Refreshments. $5. Info:
(617) 964-7684, eclectic@mit.edu

night. Helen Davenport & Roselle
Mcdonald with Norb Spencer,
Margaret Ann Martin, Dave Lang
ford, & Chris Rua. Info: Helen,
dancerhiker@Yahoo.com or (860)
285-8694

21 Sunday
New Hampshire's English
Spring Ball. Lake Shore Farm,
Northwood NH. Dinner 4 PM,
dancing 6-9:30. Susan Kevra with
Pleasures ofthe Town. Dinner &
dance $28, dance only$17. Info:
Marianne, (603) 463-7771 or
taylorgonnan@juno.com; David,
dbateman@net1plus.com or
(603) 886-5071;Judith, (603) 934
2543 or jnoska@cyberportal.net
or (603) 934-2543, or Dot & Lee,
LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net or (603)
742-2303

28 Sunday
Brattleboro Dawn Dance.

14-16
New England Folk Festival.
Natick High School, Natick MA.
Info: NEFFA, (617) 354-1340

28-30
13th Annual Fried-for-All.
Lenox MA. For experienced En
glish dancers. $80 before 3/10;
$85 after. Music by MGM. Info:
Judy, jbgrun@aol.com or (518)
758-1645; or Julie, at jraskin
@wmht.org

May
13 Saturday
Hartford Ball. Sponsored by
Reel Nutmeg. West Hartford
Town Hall, W. Hartford CT.
Workshop 3-5 PM, ball 8-mid

Gibson-Aiken Center, 207 Main
Str. (Rt. 5), Brattleboro vr. En
glish dancing 3-6 PM; contras, 8
PM to 7 AM. Tickets recom
mended. Info: (802) 257-1819,
(802) 257-1571, (802) 257-1006
or DawnDance@northwnd.com;
www.nrthwnd.com/dawndance/

June
17 Saturday
Cohasset Common Fiddlers'
Gathering. South Shore Art Cen
ter, Cohasset MA. Info: Dillon
Bustin, dbustin@ssac.org or (781)
383-2787

CDS Boston News
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OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA
Please call the info number to confirm date, time, and place.
MONDAYS
English Country Dancing. Munson Library,
Solith Amherst. Aobin Hayden, Mary Jones and
Joyce Crouch. Always live music. All dances
taught; beginners welcome. $5. Info: (413) 256
8260 or (413) 549-8159

FRIDAYS
3rd Fri. Contra Dance at the Guiding Star
Grange. 401 Chapman St., Greenfield MA. 8 PM
midnight. Susan Kevra calling. $6. Info: (802) 254

Portsmouth. 3rd Sunday year round. Ports
mouth Ballroom, Vaughn Mall and Fleet Street.
7-9:30 PM
East Alstead. Varied schedule. Orchard
School. Info: (603) 756-3412
(603) 463-7771 or taylorgorman@juno.c
(603) 886-5071 or dbateman@sanders.com
(603) 934-2543 or jnoska@cyberportal.net
(603) 742-2303 or LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net

2874 or btomczak@sover.net

English Country Dance on Cape Cod. 1st & 3rd
Fridays in Nov., Dec., Jan, Feb., & Mar.; 2nd &
4th Fridays in April & May. West Barnstable
Community Building, Aoute 149, W. Barnstable
MA. 7:30 PM. $4. Info: (508) 362-9570

~~l n!t

SAllRlAVS
1st Sat. English Country Dancing. Munson
Library, S. Amherst MA. 8 to 10:30 PM. Called by
Helen Davenport. Music by Van Kaynor and Up A
Double. $6. Info: (413) 549-1913 or (860) 285
8694
3rd Sat. English Country Dance, sponsored by
Pleasures of the Town. Munson Library, S. Am
herst MA. 8-11 PM. $7. Various callers. Music by
Pleasures of the Town (Doug Creighton, flute and
melodeon; Joyce Crouch, piano; Ted Ehrhard,
fiddle). Info: joycecrouch@compuserve.com

March 18 Scott Higgs
April 15 Brad Foster
May 20 Gene Murrow
June 17 Brad Foster
Greater Providence Contradance. Oaklawn
Grange, Wheelock St., Cranston AI. 8:00-11 :00
PM. 3/18 Spring Fling Benefit Dance 8-midnight,
No April (NEFFA weekend), 5/27, 6/17. $6. Info:
(401) 828-3229

SUNDAYS
English Country Dance in New Hampshire.
Sponsored by the NH English Country Dance So
ciety with funding from CDS Boston Centre. All $6

Concord. 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June. 6:30-9:30
PM. On grounds of old New Hampshire Hospi
tal, 105 Pleasant St.
10
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CDSS Library and
Archives
The CDSS Library and Archives is part of the New
Hampshire Library of Traditional Music and Dance at
the University of New Hampshire in Durham. The
library can be reached at new email and webpage
addresses:
Web: www.izaak.unh.edu/nhltmd/
Email: library.special collections@unh.edu
This special collection, created in 1992, seeks to
consolidate unique music collections, mostly English
and American country dance and folk music, and
includes contributions from both individuals and orga
nizations. It contains books, periodicals, printed music,
recordings, photographs, and archival materials, with
resources from 18th C. manuscript scores to handbooks
that teach square dancing to the physically challenged.
Collections include those of Dudley Laufinan, Ralph
Page, Ted Sannella, and Win Tilley, as well as numerous
books, recordings, and archives from CDSS and a
Scottish country dance collection from Dorothy and
Clifford Blanchard.
For further information, write NHLTMD, 18 Library
Way, Durham NH 03824, phone (603) 862-2714, or see
email above.

-from the CDSS News, Jan/Feb. 2000

For Those Who Like to Travel
OllrSIOE_ NEW_ ENG.LAND

March
18 Saturday
English Country Dance for
Experienced Dancers. Sligo
Middle School, Silver Spring MD.
8:15-11 PM. George Fogg with
Peascods Gathering. $6. Info:
Karla, (301) 577-5018; Millie (703)
560-0069; Shirl, (410) 730-3010

April
7-9
Cascade Contras. Sky Camp,
45 min. SE of Eugene OR Becky
Hill and Laura Taylor with Reck
less Abandon and KGB. Info:
Merrie Sennett, (541) 343-0397

May
20 Saturday
Washington Spring Ball. M u
sic by Liz Donaldson, piano &

accordion, Marty Taylor, flute &
concertina, and fiddle player Elke
Baker, National Champion Scot
tish fiddler. Afternoon practice,
local hospitality. Info: Roger W.
Broseus <Roger@just.net>

June
2S-July 1
Bob Dalsemer's 9th Annual
Dance Callers' Week. John C.
Campbell Folk School, Brass
town NC. Info: (800) 365-5724
or bob@folkschool.com

July
16-22
6th Annual Contra Dance
Musicians' Week. John C.
Campbell Folk School, Brass
town NC. Staff. Sam Bartlett,
David Kaynor, Bob Pasquarello,
& Cathie Whitesides. Info:

bob@folkschool.com or (800)
365-5724

September
9 Saturday
Dances-with-a-Difference
Ball. First event in a new series:
"Dances from Modem Sources."
Victoria Hall, Tring, Hertford
shire (about 25 miles north of
London). Afternoon workshop
beginning 4:30 PM. Ball, 7:30-11
PM. Colin Hume and The Fal
coners. Preregistration only.
imcf@biclab.force9.co.ukorsend
SASE to Ian and Val McFarlane,
107 Holtspur Top Lane, Bea
consfield, Bucks, HP9 1DT, UK
Info: http://www.biclab.co.uk/
dwadball

From CDSS: Dance Week at Buffalo Gap
We are very excited about the program which is
shaping up for this coming summer at Buffalo Gap
Camp in Capon Bridge, West Virginia, and we'd like to
get the word out to as many people as possible. This will
be our 11 th year at the camp, a lovely place to dance and
make music, to relax and make new friends. Dance Week
will be held from July 8-15.
This summer's Program Director is dance caller,
organizer, singer, and morris dancer Alisa Dodson.
Alisa was an active member of the Bay Area Country
Dance Society in San Francisco from 1980 until her
recent move to Colorado Springs CO. A founding
member of Mayfield Morris and Sword, she's taught
morris and mumming workshops across the country.
She recently completed two years as program director for
BACDS's English week at Mendocino Camp and is a
past member of the CDSS Board.

Alisa has hired an experienced and entertaining staff
for the week, including Cis Hinkle (Contras, squares, &
calling workshops), Helene Cornelius (English coun
try), Kari Smith (English clog, Northwest morris,
longsword), and Doug Olsen (singing). Musicians are
Jonathan Jensen, David Weisler, Daron Douglas,
Earl Gaddis, Paul Eric Smith, and Allen Dodson.
You won't want to miss a rewarding week.
For additional infonnation, contact Steve Howe at
(413) 268-7426 x3 or camp@cdss.org. For the latest news
see our web page - www.cdss.org
Country Dance and Song Society
PO Box 338/132 Main St.
Haydenville MA 01039-0338
Fax: (413) 268-7471
Phone: (413) 268-7426
office@cdss.org sales@cdss.org
camp@cdss.org
CDS Boston News
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· Interested in producing a dance?
CDS is looking for producers for this fall's two First
Saturday Dances, September 7th and December 2nd, at
the Scout House in Concord.
This is an opportunity to develop and organize a
dance with the support of CDS, within the CDS dance
traditions. Responsibilities include preparing a proposal
and budget to submit to the CDS board; choosing and
hiring the band and caller(s), working with them as
necessary; organizing refreshments and decorations;

preparing publicity; and managing the money (taking
money at the door, paying the band and caller(s), and
submitting a report of expenses and income to CDS).
Please have your proposal to the board by the Annual
Meeting, March 22. Contact the NEDC co-chair Chris
Reynolds, EDC chair Terry Gaffney, or other CDS board
members for further information. We look forward to
your proposals.

-Chris Reynolds

Grants Committee Report
The discussion centered on the past activity and the
future direction ofthe Committee. The members present
were Anne Richardson (chairperson), Marianne Taylor,
Robin Rogers-Browne, and Ralph Jones. All of the
committee members are new, and no earlier records have
been passed on. (Adam MoscoWitz was appointed to the
committee after this meeting had taken place.)
The purpose of the committee is to review applica
tions for grant money, to be used in fulfilling the aim of
the Society · of introducing knowledge and love of
traditional dancing to more people in New England. The
questions before us were how to spread knowledge ofthe
availability ofgrant monies for these purposes, as well as
what was the best way for persons to apply for these
monies and for us to choose grant recipients. We knew
offourprevious grants, which gave us (and will give grant
applicants) an idea of the kinds of activities that will be
considered:
A grant was given to cover the costs of running an
English dance series in Portsmouth NH. It supple
mented the attendance monies to pay for hall and
staff. The series was successful. An enthusiastic group
is enjoying regular evening dances, and the number of
attendees is growing slowly. The series will continue.
A grant had been given to Ann Cowan, to supplement
the admission monies for a contra dance series at MIT.
Attendance at this series is growing slowly also and
hopefully developing into a more independent group.
A grant was given to the ritual dance group, Orion, to
defray some of the costs of attending a sword ale in
England. In return for this grant, the group ran a
workshop in Arlington, teaching one of the dances
they had learned on their trip to an enthusiastic group

of dancers from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island.
A contribution was made to the Toronto CDS, to
assist with the expenses for a visit from Philippe
Callens last year. He also called in Boston.
Since each group has such specialized needs, there is
no standardized method for applications. The Commit
tee decided that the best procedure is to infonn people
ofthe availablityoffunds by publishing this report in the
Society's newsletter with examp'Ies of activities that
could be funded, and suggesting that interested parties
should apply in writing to the Committee.
Any requests must include a plan showing how the
funds would be used, by including a comprehensive
budget and detailing how the activity would further the
Society's aims of spreading knowledge of traditional
music and dancing in New England.
Ifthe planned activity includes travel to areas outside
New England for attendance at workshops or festivals,
the Society would expect a workshop or demonstration
in our area upon return ofthe individual or group (as was
done by Orion), or a full report submitted in a timely
fashion to the Society's newsletter, or both. The type of
reciprocation should be detailed in the grant proposal.
Any individual or group may apply for a grant. The
full Committee will consider each application on its
merits, and grants will be allocated according to the
Committee's opinion of the relevance of the activity to
the Society and the amount ofmoney currently available
for disbursement. Applications should be mailed to
Anne Richardson, 40 Memorial Road, Providence RI
02906, well in advance of any planned activity, to give
time for Committee deliberations.

-Anne Richardson
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Boston Centre's CDs

NEFFA Call for Volunteers

The second entry in the Boston Centre's English
Country Dance Collection is now available. This record
ing has beautiful arrangements by Bare Necessities for
the following tunes, in dance-length renditions:
Lilliburlero, Up With Aily, Bonny Cuckoo, Trip to
Paris, Punchbowl, Kelsteme Gardens, Dublin Bay,
Fair and Softly, From Aberdeen, Wibsey Roundabout,
Elverton Grove, Bellamira, Prince William, Smithy
Hill

The New England Folk Festival is coming on April
14th, 15th, and 16th. It needs people for sound, setup,

The recording is titled "More Favorites of the Boston
Centre." You can get samples of this and the Volume 1
at http://www.ultranet.com#vshelagh/recordingl
Cotswold Music (UK) and the Country Dance and
Song Society will be stocking this item, in addition to the
musicians and producer (Gene Murrow).

-Dan Pearl

Fourth Tuesday
Renaissance Dance

strike, and setup and striking oflighting, not to mention
for those other jobs, like hospitality, tickets, safety, and
parking. Contact Nancy Hanssen at neh@world.std.com
for those jobs.
I'm looking for people to do what is known in theatre
as "tech". These jobs often require people to work before
the festival or to have some minimal special knowledge.
This year things are different. Because of Easter, the
date was moved up a week, to be at the beginning ofthe
school's spring break rather than the end, so our access
to the school before the Festival is limited. We expect
some load-in and limited set-up to take place Wednesday
and Thursday, the 12th and 13th, but most setup will
take place Friday the 14th, starting at 3:00.
In particular, we need people to assemble stages, hang
curtains, hang lights, focus lights, move pianos, set up
tables and chairs, hang clocks, hang signs, move and set
up sound equipment.
At the end ofthe festival, Sunday evening, we will need
to reverse the process. People don't sign up for strike in
advance, so often we have a few people there till 9 or later;
we need people who can stay till 7 or 8-ifenough people
stay till 8, no one will have to stay till 9. Strike generally
requires little or no previous experience.
During the festival itself, we will need people to run
sound equipment. Our volunteer sound needs are:

Ongoing at the beautiful Gothic Revival Old Cam
bridge Baptist Church are Fourth Tuesday Renaissance
Dances. Co-sponsored by the Country Dance Society,
Boston Centre, and Eclectic Enterprises, any profits go
to the musicians and teachers.
The earliest dances that we have written descriptions
ofdate back to 15th century Renaissance Europe. By the
16th century, quite a few dance manuals had been
written, by French and Italian Dance Masters. Addition
ally, some records written by non-dancemasters exist,
such as the Inns at Court manuscript, which some
scholars think reflects the evolution of what became
English Country Dance. These are the dances that
preceded ECD, and some similarities and many differ
ences exist.
At our dance, we will look at a variety of these early
dances and at some of the earlier Playford dances. Some
of these dances are quiet, stately dances, some are
energetic leaping dances, and formations vary. We
feature various musicians and instructors from
Cambridge's active Early Music community.
The dances are from 7:30-10pm every fourth Tuesday.
Tasty period-style refreshments are provided; a $5 donation
is requested. Info: eclectic@mit.edu or (617) 964-7684.

We particularly need stage managers who are also dan
cers; it's helpful to engineers to get advice from someone
who can evaluate the music from the view of a dancer.
We will shortly be sending out a packet with the pro
gram, a volunteer form, etc., to anyone who is already on
our list. Ifyou want to volunteer to do sound, etc., send
this info to judy.schaffer@aspect.com, who is my volun
teer coordinator this year. Please include snailmail
address, email address, phone number, and fax.

-Mike Bergman

-Mike Bergman

Engineer/stage managers: 8-channel systems (mostly
Entertainers) in small concert venues. Some experi
ence needed; taking one of our workshops is usually
sufficient. Ability to interact well with performers and
audience is necessary.
Stage managers: control performers and assist engi
neers in larger dance venues. Some sound experience
helpful, not required; taking one of our workshops is
sufficient. Ability to interact well with performers and
engineers is crucial.
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Deadlines for Summer issue
(covering late May through September 2(00)

Editorial and calendar: May 1st; inserts/flyers, May 10th
Please be prompt!

CDS Boston
Centre Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

Meetings are open. All members
are welcome, but please call the
office at (617) 354-1340 to obtain
date, time, and place.

Ifyou are planning an event or have
some other matter that requires con
sideration by the CDS Board, please
send a one- or two-page summary to:

Board of Directors
New England Dance Com
mittee

Margaret Keller
149 Stimson St.
West Roxbury MA 02132
or
mskeller@MIT.EDU

English Dance Committee
by the first Wednesday ofthe mon th
for consideration at the subsequent
meeting.
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News Needed
Ifyou are planning an event, write it
up! Send articles or announcements,
preferably bye-mail with NO for
matting or attachments to:
lyri@yahoo.com
or by mail to:

Lyrl Ahern, Editor
298 Central Street
Acton MA 01720-2444
Phone Art Anger, (781) 899-8702
(home) or (617) 253-7044 (work), to
arrange delivery of mailing inserts.

