Deadline for Spring Newsletter: February 1 st , 2001. Details, back page.

From the President

New Mailing Address

As you will see from other articles in this issue, we
have been very bus, moving into a new office space
in Melrose, while maintaining and building our
regular series and special events.
I imagine that most of you are primarily involved
with either contras or English country dance. The
New England Dance Committee and the English
Dance Committee work with producers, musi
cians, and callers to present these social dances. You
may be less aware that in Boston we have a vibrant
ritual-dance community. As a part of that, I thought
I might share some recent experiences to gJve you
a taste of what ritual groups do. This year I have
focused much of my energy on developing my skill
as a clog dancer. Clog dance is essentially tapping
out rhythms in wooden-soled shoes.
Whether it be English, contra, morris, sword or
clog, there is a kind of magical connection between
dancers and musicians. Last week, arriving early to
Ha'Penny Morris practice, I spent the extra time
working on a clog dance made famous by Harry
Cowgill and Sam Sherry, clog champions from
England who taught for CDS three years ago. Ruth
Richards, a dancer from Martha's Vineyard, and I
have been working from the notation Harry gave
me and the video tape of Harry doing the routine at
a tl not too quick" pace. We have been working on
this routine off and on for about two years. The

For the near and perhaps the longer term future, CDS
Boston will be using a private mail box "PMB" for
its mail. Ellen Mandingo will continue to do the
initial sorting of incoming mail. This is best facili
tated by having a mail drop in Cambridge where
she lives, instead of her traveling to the new office
in Melrose. :t\iEFFA and CDS Boston will be shar
ing this address.
Forwarding for CDS Boston's mail from the old
Mass. Avenue address in Cambridge to the box
started on September 1. The proper address is:

Continued on page 2

CDS Boston Events on page 8
Other events on page 9-13

Address for News items on page 14

Country Dance Society Boston Centre
PMB 282
1770 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge MA 02140
PMB is important, as it is not a "post office box"
(POB). The post office can decline to deliver mail
addressed POB when it's really going to a PMB, so
be careful when using the new address.

-Mark Jones

The Center for Traditional
Dance and Music
The CDS-Boston Centre Board of Directors
took action at their meeting on Wednesday, Octo
ber 18, 2000, to become a "resident group" of the
Center for Traditional Dance and Music (CTDM).
The Board felt that the opportunity to become
involved in a long-term project with potential
stability for both regular events and office space
Continued on page 7
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dance is quite complicated, so mastering each step
requires repetition of the pattern over and over and
over. Chris Ricciotti, one of Ha'Penny's musicians
arrived and asked what I was working on. I gath
ered the courage to show him this "work in progress. II
As I was dancing, he began to playa tune on his
melodion. I asked what nlusic he was playing, as it
went so well 'with the dance. He said he heard a
melody in the rhythms I was tapping out and had
begun to compose a new piece of music for this
routine. This is the kind of magic that can occur
between a dancer and a musician.
Last spring I was asked to be a part of the New
Dancing Marleys and participate in a lecture dem
onstration given by Dr. Anthony Barrand at "Danc
ing in the Millenium," an international dance con
ference in Washington DC. He was to discuss the
evolution of wooden-soled dance, and in particu
lar, the Marley Tradition, performed by Anna and
Jim Marley from Rockville CT on the Major Bowes
radio show and by her father on vaudeville stage.
I learned a couple of these routines a while ago
from Tony Barrand and Kari Smith. Honored to be
invited to be part of this performance, I promised to
get "up to speed.'! Marley dances are done fast
very fast. Now my feet don't move quite as quickly
as Kari Smith's, Meg Ryan's, or Margaret Dale
Barrand's, but, as a group, we really held together.
With a great deal of sweat and practice in base
ments, porches, garages, and a barn, we put to
gether a show that would impress any audience.
Our toughest audience was Anna Marley her
self. Anna spent more than ten years working with
Tony and Kari, teaching her routines and steps. She
would not teach the next step until they mastered
the previous one completely. Six years ago I had the
honor to meet Anna at a workshop for which she
played. We hoped she could accompany us to DC
for the conference and perhaps play piano with
Paul Eric Smi th, our musician extraordinaire. Sadly,
she was diagnosed with cancer shortly beforehand
and was unable to make the trip.
We held our dress rehearsal at her convalescent
home. Our nerves were tight, but the delight in
Annals eyes was dear. She was so proud. While we
still had a great deal of work to polish the perfor
mance, we were well on our way and had the
blessingof the person who gave us these dances. To
DC we went, movable dance floors and marble
2
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pedestals among our Iuggage. Tony and Margaret
Dale Barrand, Kari and Paul Eric Smith, Meg Ryan,
and I gathered for one last concentrated rehearsal.
Finally came performance day. Brad Foster, Presi
dent of CDSS, introduced us to a crowd peppered
with friends and full of dance enthusiasts. Our
performance gathered momentum as we demon
strated some of the points that Tony made in his
lecture. The final shuffle was greeted with a stand
ing ovation-not only for us, but for Anna.
Upon our return, Tony, Margaret Dale, and Kari
showed Anna the video and slides and read the
lecture, so she would get a full sense of the presen
tation. Happy and pleased that her legacy contin
ues, she slipped peacefully away just a couple of
days later. As Tony said, she is now among the great
hoofers in the sky. We miss her and appreciate her
willingness to share her work and teach us.
We are trying to share Anna's art with others.
Meg and Kari have taught at Pinewoods and other
camps, Tony teaches a folk-dance class at BU, and
I have been working with members of Charles River
Rapper and Ha'Penny Morris. Carrying on a tradi
tion is an important part of the ritual community.
I hope this gives you a different glimpse of the
ritual community. Active and exciting, there are
surprises from every group. Watch this newsletter
for more information about classes, workshops,
and opportunities to get involved with this exciting
area of dance.
-Margaret Keller

Proposals for Dance Events
The CDS Board voted at their meeting on Octo
ber 18th to have all proposals for dances or events
reviewed by one of the dance committees (English,
American, or Ritual) that are responsible for coor
dinating the schedule of events, rather than being
presented directly to the Board. This helps to
ensure that budgets and projected attendaence are
realistic.
If you have an event you wish to propose, please
contact the appropriate dance committee. It does
not mean that the dance or event will be presented
by the committee, only that their review is neces
sary before a proposal is brought before the Board
for final approval.

New! Challenging Contra Series
A new Challenging Contra series began Sunday,
November 5, at the Scout House in Concord. Our
first dance in the new series was an exciting "Elec
tion Anticipation Dance," led by Lisa Greenleaf
with the band einstein's little homunculus, which
has a sizable following since entering the contra
scene two years ago.
About 130 dancers attended this event-smiles
were everywhere all evening. Generous people
brought home baked cookies. Julie Owen, Irene
and Cal Howard, Leonard Lu, and Art Anger
helped make it a success-kudos to you!
This new series will be held on occasional Sunday
evenings from 7:30-10:30 PM, after First Saturday
swing dances. Featured as "challenging," they will
offer an alternative approach for our community.
Though all dancers are welcome, speed in catching
on and moving with the group will be a definte
asset. Dances coming up in the series are:
February 4: Post Ground-Hog Gala. Lisa
Greenleaf with Rodney Miller, fiddle, and
Airdance (Mary Cay Brass, keyboard, David
Surrette, guitar and mandolin, Stuart Kenney,
bass, and Dan Zucchini, percussion). This is a
really hot combo. $7.
March 4: Fair Wind Fiesta. Dan Pearl with
Domino (Richard Forest, fiddle, Rejean Brunet,
piano, Sabin Jaques, accordion). Coming from
Canada, Domino is a special treat for us. They
will be part of several other events in the area
during this weekend.
From 2-5 PM that day, Domino and Pierre
Chartrand will lead a series of French Canadian
music and dance workshops at the Emerson Um
brella, 40 Stow St. in Concord. These will be at
2 and 3:30. Beginning and advanced clogging
with Pierre will be $15 each.
We will have a potl uck at the Scout House 5: 3 0
7 PM for those who wish to join us. For more
information and to register for the workshops,
call Judy Francis at (781) 894-3394.

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator

New Board Members
Sought for 200 I
The CDS Boston Centre Nominating Committee
seeks at least five new individuals to replace depart
ing CDS Board members, effective March 2001. If
you would like to contribute to the leadership of
CDSin this way, the Nominating Committee would
like to hear from you today.
The committee anticipates nominating individu
als for at least eight positions: six Board members
(five for a two-year term, one for a one-year term),
and two officers, the Vice President (for a one year
term) and the Clerk (for a two year term). The
committee intends to prepare a slate of candidates
in December and present it to the board at its mid
January meeting for approvaL
The formal duties of board members are not
burdensome; officers make a greater commitment.
We look for interested and thoughtfully coopera
tive contributors. The board meets four or more
times a year; officers, as members of the executive
committee, meet monthly. The board sets general
policies and authorizes proposals recommended by
CDS committees or otherwise brought before it.
The Vice President is the chair of the Grants Com
mittee, and the Clerk takes minutes for Board and
Executive Committee meetings and at the Annual
Menlbership Meeting. Board members are also ex
pected to participate through a committee; this
could include a dance committee, a Pinewoods
residential committee, or another CDS Boston pro
ject. There are fifteen board members and officers.
You may inquire about becoming a CDS Boston
board member or officer by contacting one of the
Nominating Committee members:
Eph Weiss
<Eph@ieee.org>
Nora Daoud
<nora@world.std.com>
Terry Gaffney <sgt13@newton.cam.ac.uk>
(until 12/20), <gaff@neu.edu> (after 12/20)
Lilo Gallagher <lilodave@dellnet.com>
Mark Jones
< busybusy@shore.net>
A CDS member may become a candidate indepen
dent of the above process, since the bylaws allow
that the slate shall include the name of any person
whose name is on a nominating petition signed by
at least fifteen members." Naturally, such a candi
date must inform the Nominating Committee be
!l

fore the committee finally prepares the ballot for
mailing to the membership in early February.
CDS Boston News
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Every Tuesday Contras

Summer Jobs at Pinewoods Camp

in Arlington Heights and at MIT

Full-time and volunteer positions are available
for the coming summer at Pinewoods Camp in
Plymouth, MA. We especially need qualified cooks
and kitchen aides. Crew members live at camp and
have the opportunity to participate in the ongoing
dance and music programs.
Full-time crew should be available from approxi
mately June 1 through Labor Day, and volunteers
should be able to commit to 3-4 weeks of work (3
days/week). For more information and an applica
tion, contact:
Eileen Callahan, Camp Manager
Pinewoods Camp, Inc.
80 Cornish Field Road
Plymouth, MA 02360

Our Tuesday contras continue, attracting a steady
stream of newcomers, old timers, students, new
musicians, new callers, and our dedicated core. We
are dancing at the Park Avenue Congregational
Church in Arlington Heights (corner of Park Ave.
and Paul Revere Rd.) on first, third, and fifth
Tuesdays; on second and fourth Tuesdays, we
dance in Lobdell Dining Hall at the MIT Student
Center, co-sponsored by CDS Boston Centre and
the MIT Folk Dance Club.
On First Tuesdays, Cammy Kaynor calls and
leads the Knights of Tunisia with assistance from
Debby Knight and Scott Weaver, at the Park Ave.
Church, 8-10:30 PM.
Second and Fourth Tuesdays feature a variety of
callers and bands playing at MIT Student Center
throughout the year, 8-10:30 PM.
Third Tuesdays are Open Mike for callers and
musicians, with calling organized by Steve Boylan
and music led by various musicians. Park Ave.
Church, 8-10:30 PM.
Fifth Tuesdays offer another Open Mike oppor
tunity for callers and musicians, with calling orga
nized by Ann Cowan and music led by a variety of
musicians. Park Ave. Church, 8-10:30 PM.

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator

MIT Dances Coming Up in
Lobdell Student Center
Here we aim to provide a venue for new and
growing musicians, callers, and dancers, especially
encouraging students to join and enjoy our commu
nity. More experienced dancers are also most wel
come to enjoy the dance and facilitate this process.
Each week we have great music by skilled musicians
and enthusiastic leading by our callers.
A complete schedule of the dances to be held
during the next few months is on page 9. Visiting
callers please call (617) 354-0864.

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator
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manager@pinewoods.org

(508) 224-4858

Vintage Tea Dances
Eclectic Enterprises presents a Victorian Tea
Dance series, with recorded music and a mix of
teaching and dancing. Couple dances and set dances
will be taught or led by Patri Pugliese. Beginners are
especially welcome.
Dances will be held at the Parish Hall, First
Unitarian Society of Newton, 1326 Washington
St., West Newton--on December 10, January 14,
February 11, March 11, and April 8. Light refresh
ments will be served. For more information contact
Michael Bergman, Michael@VintageDancers.org
or (617) 964-7684.

Renaissance Dance for Everyone
Second Fridays
By Renaissonics. Jewett Hall; First Church in

Cambridge. Congregational; I I Garden Street.
7:30 PM. $8. Info: (617) 661-3353
December 12
Carols for Dancing. Harvard Epworth Church.

1555 Mass. Ave.• Cambridge. Concert of carols
and dance. 8 PM. $15, $10.

New Callers/New Dances
The Second Saturday English Country series is up
and running. This afternoon dance is for giving new
callers a chance to try their hand at the mike and a
forum for trying out new dances and reconstruc
tions before introducing them at a regular Wednes
day dance event. Walking these dances through to
work out the kinks has been valuable and helpful.
One of our choreographers, Victor Skowronski,
has dances that are danced on ball programs across
the country. So it's an excitingvenue for those who
want to see the nascent work of creative individuals
at the drawing board.
We have been dancing in the First Baptist Church
of Cambridge at 5 Magazine Street in Central
Square (just a block and a half from the Temple
Street YWCA where the Wednesday night English
dance was once held).
October and November; New caller Leonard Lu
called "Knives and Forks.!! George Fogg then gave
an interesting history on how this dance was redis
covered and reintroduced into the repertoire.
George Fogg tried out two reconstructions from
his research on American dance collections in the
English country dance tradition. Leslie Lassetter
tried outa dance from Feuillet's "Recueil de Contre
danses," a 1706 French collection of English coun
try dances and dances written in that aesthetic by
the French; Feuillet danced in the court of Louis
XN (the Sun King) of France.
Laura Stern introduced two dances to very lovely
music that she composed. She truly has a gift for

melody, and her dances were intricate and fun.
Victor Skowronski introduced about half a dozen
new dances to tunes by Susato, Copland (a waltz),
and a Polish Christmas carol. He has undertaken
the project of composing dances to all tunes in the
"Danserye," a collection of dance music by Susato.
Leslie Lassetter introduced three dances, one to the
popular waltz tune by Selma Kaplan, "April Waltz;"
the others to melodies she composed: "Little Star
ling" and "After the Philadelphia Ball."
Attended by an earnest handful of dancers, these
second Saturday dances have a workshop flavor.
They have felt intimate enough that dancers can
give immediate feedback from the floor.
Ken Allen played piano with great skill and ease
for both Second Saturday dances to date. He is very
lyrical at the keyboard and can dress a melody in the
loveliest of airs for a dance setting. Chris Rua joined
him in November on recorder. Her talent is already
well-known from her participation in the band on
Wednesday nights in Arlington Heights. Gene Albert
graciously volunteered his own sound system for
use of the callers.
If you have new dances to tryout, contact Victor
Skowronski at vjskowronski@tasc.com or (781)
935-9961. If you'd like to try calling a familiar
dance from the Boston ECD repertoire, contact
Leslie Lassetter at Lassetter_dances@ hotmail.com
or (781) 641-2782.

-Leslie Lassetter

Minutes of 9/20/00 Board Meeting
The office has been moved with the help of
Marcie Van Cleave, George Fogg, and Shelagh
Ellman-Pearl. Our new rent is 20% of $850, and
and we have 20% of the space. The move cost less
than anticipated.
The NEDC Report, written by Chris Reynolds,
was read by Anne Richardson and included unani
mous election of Ann Cowan to membership.

The EDC Report, written by Mary Stafford:
Leslie Lassetter presented a Second Saturday New
Voices Proposal for an English New CallerslNew
Choreographers' Series to be held October, No
vember, and January at the First Baptist Church in
Cambridge. Central Square. Leslie will coordinate
callers; Victor Skowronski, dances. This idea was
Continued o on page 9
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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting, October 18, 2000
Deb Hawkins made a presentation on behalf of
the Center for Traditional Dance and Music
(CTDM), which has invited CDS-BC to become a
resident group at the facility it plans to build at 98
George P. Hassett Drive, Medford. Floor plans and
architect's drawings were circulated for review.
CTDM is organized as anon-profit organization;
it is now applying for tax-exempt status. The opera
tional model has changed from one in which the
user groups would manage the building to one in
which a foundation will engage a director to admin
ister and manage CTDM and the building.
CTDM's primary mission is to provide a home
for traditional dance groups, four of which have
been invited to become resident groups. Its business
plan expects that it will become self sustaining in
three to five years. In addition to income from resi
dent groups, it expects to generate rental income
from other non-profit groups and business entities.
It has found there is a significant need for space for
rehearsals and auditions by various groups, and the
building has been designed to accommodate those
uses. It will also develop a "Friends" organization.
CTDM has convened a series of focus groups to
consider plans for the building and, as a result, has
made some alterations to those plans. The archi
tects attended a Folk Arts Center event and will
make a presentation to the semi-annual General
Meeting of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Soci
ety in November. They are available to make a
presentation to CDS-Boston Centre and NEFFA.
Deb presented a list of the benefits that CTDM
plans to offer its resident groups. They inel ude
priority scheduling of regular weeknight events and
special weekend event~, a resident-group rental
rate, a place on the advisory committee, an option
to rent office space, publicity through the CTDM
newsletter, and professional services, such as mar
keting assistance. In return CTDM requests an
initial contribution of $10,000 from each group,
access to its membership list, and help in fundraising
from individual donors.
The subsequent discussion addressed a number
of issues, including the size of the dance halls and
the proposed rental schedule for the various spaces.
It is possible that resident groups may be allowed
priority scheduling for more than one weeknight
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event. The required $10,000 contribution to the
CTDM would not prevent future contributions for
the building. If a resident group does not initially
choose to hold regular events at the CTDM, it
would not be precluded from doing so at a later
date. CDS-BC has funds available for the required
contribution in a building fund. Our membership
directory would not be used for fund-raising pur
poses, so CDS-BC members should have an oppor
tunity to opt out from the listings before they are
provided to CTDM. The question of resident group
membership on the CTDM board remains open.
It was voted that CDS-BC become a resident
group of the CTDM. A formal letter confirming
this decision will be sent to Deb Hawkins. CDS-BC
will promptly notify members of their option to be
removed from the list to be given to CTD M.
Mark reported on the office move from Cam
bridge to Melrose. He presented a memorandum
from George Fogg explaining the rent and electric
bill allocation and arrangements to cover telephone
installation charges. We expect that the Melrose
space will need to be rented for a second year.
George's memorandum also transmitted information
on a dance presentation at a historic house in New
Hampshire and a member's suggestion that CDS
BC revive a dance demonstration group. No action
was taken on either item.
Residential weekend reports: No report was yet
available for First Weekend or Labor Day. Jamie
Beaton in an informal report for the 2000 Fourth of
July Weekend stated that the surplus, $800, was
less than the $1,000 anticipated in the budget. For
Continued on page II

As many of you know, we have moved OUf
offices to:
42 West Foster Street
Melrose MA 02176
next to the Melrose Police Station.
Phone for Folk Arts Center in this office is
(781) 662-7475.
The new address location is NOT the
mailing address, which is a PMB in Cam
bridge. (See page 1.)

Volume 4 Now Shipping
Volume 4 of the Boston Centre's English Coun
try Dance collection is "Modern Treasures". Bare
Necessities have done a wonderful job on these
selections, including All Saints' Day, A New Begin
ning, Fenterlarick, Shandy Hall, 0 Susato, In the
Bleak Midwinter, Winter Solstice, Michael and All
Angels, and The Homecoming. The recording is
available from Gene Murrow (the producer), the
musicians, CDSS, and Cotswold Music Society
(and other dealers, shortly).

Center for Trad. Dance 6- Music, continued from page 1

Gala Holiday Party!
The CDS Boston Centre's annual Gala Holiday
Party will take place on Saturday evening, January

6,2001, at the Scout House in ConcordMA. There
will be English dancing from 7:30 to 11:00 PM,
with the now-famous elegant dessert buffet served
at the interlude. Dances will be led by Barbara
Finney, with music by Karen Axelrod, Peter Barnes,
and Mary Lea. Admission is $12 at the door.

was a worthwhile investment. The CTDM stated as
one goal the intention to provide a permanent
hon1e for groups like CDS, small non-profits with
fluctuating memberships, so they could have some
stability in costs and spaces available to them. The
Board was unanin10us in acceptance of the CTDM
proposal. It will be a great opportunity for the Bos
ton area traditional dance and music community.
Becoming a "resident group" has certain benefits
for CDS-Boston and incurs some obligations, but
does not mean that all or any CDS events will be
moving in the near future. Any relocation of the
offices or the dance series will be after discussion by
the Board, membership, and affected committees.
Benefits are priority booking at the lowest rates
for weekly and special events, as well as office space
rental option. While the Board did not specify if or
when we would move anything to the CTDM, be
coming a resident group gives us the option to do so
later with preferred pricing and schedules. Other
benefits include professional assistance in member
ship development from the CTDM's staff, a place
on the Advisory Committee of CTDM, free kitchen
space for events, inclusion in their publicity, etc.
CDS-Boston Centre's commitment to the CTD M
as a resident group involves a one-time contribu
tion of $10,000. Our contribution could come out
of the $40,000 earmarked for the "building fund,"
of which none has so far been spent. Our commit
ment also involves use of the CDS-Boston Centre
membership list for CTDM fundraising (see en
closed form for an option to remove your name and

tance with donor solicitation. The CTDM would
use Boston Centre names only for its own fund
raising, with no names passed on to other groups.
While CDS-Boston Centre has rented office space
in Melrose for the next year, with option to renew,
and while dances will continue at present locations
for the foreseeable future, loss of the office space at
the Masonic Hall and dissatisfaction with Hanum
Hall at the YWCA in Cambridge show that we are
al ways at the mercy of our landlords and that their
interests may not coincide with ours. We will watch
the CTDM's progress with interest-a long-term
space dedicated specifically to dance and music
groups may provide CDS-Boston Centre with wel
come stability in the future.
The CTDM will be housed in a new building
which is still in the planning stages. Land has been
purchased in Medford Square, but it will be several
years before space is available. Focus groups from
the other groups being invited to accept resident
group status (Folk Arts Center, NEFFA, and the
RSCDS Boston Branch) have been meeting with
Deb Hawkins and the architects.
Presentations have been or will be made to all
these groups. Information on the building is being
requested and integrated by Deb Hawkins and the
architect. Preliminary plans show three floors of
hall and office space with two levels of parking,
below ground and at ground level. The top floor
includes a large dance hall with stage, kitchen, and
parlor. Other spaces include a rnedium-sized dance
hall with adjoining kitchen and changing rooms, a
smaller hall, offices, and access by elevator and
staircase. It is an exciting project for the area's

address from this process), and individual assis-

dance and music community.
-Judy Erickson
CDS Boston News
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CDS BOSTON CENTRE EVENTS

English Country Dance

American Dance

Regular Events

Regular Events

WEDNESDAYS
Park Avenue Congregational Church.* 7:30-10:30 PM
through 6121. Helene Cornelius with George Fogg.
Emily Ferguson. Barbara Finney, Rich Jackson. Jacque
line Schwab, & Robin Rogers-Browne. Music: Bare
Necessities (Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea. Jac
queline Schwab) & others. $6; $5 CDS members; $3
stud ents/begi nners
FIRST FRIDAYS
For Experienced Dancers. Church of Our Sav
iour.* Oct. thru June. 8: 15 to I I PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with ECD figures. All taught. $5
January 5: George Fogg with Jacqueline Schwab
February 2: Barbara Finney with Jacqueline Schwab
March 2: Brad Foster with Jacqueline Schwab

Special Events
Saturday, January 6
Gala Holiday Party. Scout House.* English dancing
7:30 to II :00 PM. Barbara Finney with Karen Axelrod,
Peter Barnes, and Mary Lea. Elegant dessert buffet,
Festive attire. Admission, $12 at door
Saturday, January 13
New Dances/New Callers. First Baptist Church, 5
Magazine Street, Central Sq.• Cambridge. 2-5 PM. If
you want to call, contact Leslie Lassetter, (781) 641
2782. To try out a new dance that you have written,
call Victor Skowronski. (781) 935-9961. $5
Saturday, March 3
Boston Playford Ball. Monument Hall, Concord
MA. 8-12 PM. Helene Cornelius with Bare Necessities.
After-noon Workshop. 1:30-4:30 PM; Brad Foster &
Jacqueline Schwab with Amy Cann & Roberta Sutter.
Advance registration required. Info: Mary Stafford,
(617) 782-7266 or mes@world.std.com

1st, 3rd, & 5th TUESDAYS. Through June
Park Ave. Congregational Church, Arlington Heights.*
Beginners at 7:45. dancing 8:00-10:30 PM. Free parking
next to church. $6; $5 members; $3 students & seniors
Ist Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor & the Knights of
Tunisia. Sit-ins welcome. Slow Jam, 6:00-7:30 PM
3rd Tuesdays: Open Mike for Callers & Musi
cians. Caller coordinator, Steve Boylan. (617) 629
2749. Bandleaders, call Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
December 19: Holiday Dance. Music by Pan
Chan, Laura Davidson & sit-ins
January 16: Warm-Up Dance. Music by Pan
Chan & Laura Davidson
February 20: Post-Ground Hog Day Dance.
Music by Jim Guinness & Debby Knight
March 20: Equinox Dance. Music by Pan Chan &
friends
5th Tuesdays: Special Parties. Open Mike. coordi
nated by Ann Cowan
January 30: Pre-Ground Hog Day Party.
Music by Jim Guinness & Debby Knight

Special Events
at the Concord Scout House*
Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
5th Saturdays
December 30: Fin de Siecle Dance. 8-1 I PM.
Steve Boylan with Amy Larkin, Nat Hewitt, & Peter
Barnes. $6.
March 3 I: Gala Spring Fling Bash. Contra Dance
Delirium 3 with Wild Asparagus. 7-1 I PM with elegant
dessert. $10
Continued next page

* Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations *
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave., Cambridge
Church of Our Saviour, Carlton & Monmouth Streets, Brookline
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
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Winter Schedule:

American Dance, (ont.

December 12: Klezmer Style Contra Party.
Some Sunday Evenings (New Series)
Challenging Contras for experienced dancers. 7-10:30
PM with refreshments. $7

February 4: Post-Ground Hog Day Party. Lisa
Greenleaf with Rodney Miller & Airdance (Mary Cay
Brass. Dave Surrette. Stuart Kenney, Sam Brewton, &
Kenney Sound)
Co-sponsored with

the MIT Folk Dance Club at MIT
Contra Dance For All at MIT. Lobdell Dining Hall,
MIT Student Center, Cambridge. 8-10:30 PM. All year.
$4, $2, MIT students free

Jacob Bloom with Klezmer Contra Band, led by
John Chambers with Ben Pasamanick & Mary Ann
Cygnel

December 26: Holiday Party. Tamara Golden
with Pan Chan and Judy Francis

January 9: New Beginnings Dance. Special for
beginners and students-and all. Tony Saletan with
Pan Chan, Cal Howard, and sit-ins

January 23: Second New Beginnings Dance.
Special for beginners and students-and all. lisa
Greenleaf with einstein's little homunculus

February 13: Valentine's Day Dance. Leslie
Lassetter with Eric Merrill, Cal Howard. sit-ins

February 27: Mardi Gras Party. Eve Kitchen
with Cathy Mason & Erica Weiss

A Renewal Reminder from the
Membership Secretary
Take a look at the mailing label on this issue of the
CDS Boston News. There will be several sets of
characters across the top. The set farthest to the
right should be a letter or a number. If it is the
number 00, it indicates that your membership,
which expired on August 31, has not yet been
renewed, in which case this is the last issue of the
CDS Boston News you will receive until you renew.
You can do that at any Tuesday or Wednesday
dance or by sending your name, your current ad
dress and phone number(s), and a check, made out
"CDS, Boston Centre" to
Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
c/o Arthur Ferguson, Membership Secretary
31 Ledgewood Road
Framingham, MA 01701-3626
The membership categories and amounts are
Regular (Individual), $20.00
Senior/Student/Low Income: $10.00
Contributor (Basic Family): $30.00
Supporter: $40.00
Sponsor: $60.00
Patron: $100.00
Benefactor: $500.00
Any membership at the Contributor level or
above can serve as a family nlembership and include
up to two adults and any children under the age of
18 all at one mailing address.

-Arthur Ferguson

March 13: Intimations of Spring Party. Ann
Cowan with music TBA

March 27: Spring Fever. linda Leslie with Pan
Chan, Cal Howard, & sit-ins

Minutes 0/9120100, continued from page 5

discussed by EDC inJuneand perceived asreinforc
ing other activities.
Mark: The Nominating Committee needs four
new people. Lilo Gallagher was nominated and
approved. Mark volunteered, full Board must ap
prove him. We also need a Pinewoods Camp Inc.
representative for a three-year term. Ann and Adam
expressed interest in this position. The person must
be elected by the PCI Board.
Priscilla presented a proposal for February 3,
2001, English-Scottish Dance to be held at the
PACC. The Committee is Priscilla Adams (CDS), R.
P. Hale, Peter Price, and Howard Brezner.

-Ann Cowan, Clerk

CDS Boston News

9

OTHER REGULAR BOSTON AREA DANCES
MONDAYS

SATURDAYS

Contra Dance. Concord Scout House. 7:30-10:30
PM. Various callers & Yankee IngenUity. Info: (781)
272-0396 or (781) 259-8442

New England Contras & Squares. Concord Scout
House, 74 Walden St. 8-11 PM. $6

Scottish Country Dance, Cambridge YWCA. 7:45
10:30 PM. $6. RSCDS. Info: (617) 484-0950
TUESDAYS
2nd & 4th T ue. English Country Dance. (Experi
enced on 5th Tues.) Ist Church of Jamaica Plain, UU,
Centre & Eliot Sts. Michael Cicone & Rob Dobson,
leaders, 7:30-10:00 PM. $5. Info: Michael, (781) 891
3296, or Rob. (781) 271-0356.

THURSDAYS
New England Contras & Squares, VFW Hall, 688
Huron Ave.• Cambridge. 8-1 I PM. $5. Info: (781) 662
6710 (NEFFA), (781) 272-0396 (Cal), (508) 229-2854
(Dan), or http://www.neffa.orgl-neffalThurs.html
Scottish Country Dance. Universalist Church, 2 I I
Bridge St., Salem. 8:00 PM. $2. Info: (978) 745-2229
FRIDAYS
Ist or 2nd Fri. Renaissonics. Renaissance dance for
everyone. Jewett Hall, First Church in Cambridge
Congregational, I I Garden Street, Cambridge. 7:30
PM. Charles Garth teaching. Info: (617) 661-3353
2nd Fri. Contras, Squares & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. Walter Lenk, music by O'Connor's
Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781 or (978) 369-1232
3rd Fri. Contras and Squares with Roaring Jelly.
Ist Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road, Lexington MA.
Beginners at 7:45, dance 8-11 PM. Susan Elberger with
Debby Knight. $5. Info: (781) 944-3544 or http://
www.toc.lcs.mit.edu.-slonim/rjelly.html
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Ist Sat., various callers & bands
2nd Sat., Tony Saletan with Concord Country
Dance Band. Info: (978) 369-4462
lrd Sat., Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate.
Info: (978) 667-7459
4th Sat., Walter Lenk with Jack O'Connor and
Debby Knight. Info: (978) 369-1232
Ist Sat. Contra Dances in Berlin. Berlin Town Hall,
Route 62, Berlin MA. 8:00-11 :00 PM. Tony Saletan and
Berlin Country Orchestra. $5. Info: (978) 838-2104
3rd Sat. New England Squares & Contras. Studio
665, 665 Salem St. (3rd fl.), Maplewood Sq., Malden.
Cammy Kaynor with Knights of Tunisia. Instruction
7:00 PM, dance 8:00 PM. $5. Info: (781) 324-7355
Some Sats. (61 10 & 22) Genderfree Dance. Boston
Gay & Lesbian Contra Dancers. Ist Church of Jamaica
Plain UU, Eliot & Centre Sts. 7:30-1 I PM. $5 before 8
PM, $6 after. Info: (617) 522-2216. (617) 522-1115, or
http://www.tiac.netlusers/latte/lcfd
3rd Sat. Trad. New England Barn Dance. Central
Congregational Church, 85 Seaverns Ave., Jamaica
Plain. 8:00 PM. Contras, squares, waltzes, & polkas;
music by Just Plain Folks. $5. Info: (617) 524-1767

SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carlton & Monmouth Sts., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM.
$4. Info: (617) 325-6657
NEFFAIFolk Arts Center Family Dances. Con
cord Scout House, 74 Walden, Concord MA. 2-4 PM.
Music by Cal Howard & friends. Various callers.
Appropriate for ages 5 and up. $4; $15 family max. Info:
FAC. (617) 491-6083; N EFFA, (617) 354-1340

Continued next paffe

OIHER~ECJAL EVENTS
Call first to check details and directions.

FESTIVALS &

December
17 Sunday
Yankee Ingenuity Christmas
Cotillion. Concord Scout
House. A dance party featur
ing classic contras and 19th
century quadrilles, with Peter
Barnes, John Chapin, Cal
Howard, Mary Lea, Jack
O)Connor , Tony Parkes, and
Bill Tomczak. Reception, 6: 15
PM. Ends at 10:30 PM. $12
in advance from Cal Howard
at dances or YI Productions, 6
T ami Lane, Burlington MA
01803. $14 at door. Info:
(781) 272-0396 or caldance
@gis.net

2001
January
12-14
Ralph Page New England
Dance Legacy Weekend. Me
morial Union Building, UNH,
Durham, NH. Tony Parkes,
Bob McQuillen, Lisa Green-

leaf, Laurie Anders, Cathie
Whitesides, & Swallowtail.
Info: NEFFA Webhttp://
www.neffa.org!-neffa/rplw
.pdf or Chris Ricciotti, (617)
524-4732 or chris_ricciotti
@usa.net
27 Saturday
3rd Annual Elm City Assem
bly. New Haven. Mistress of
Ceremonies Robin Hayden.
Music by The Playford Con
sort (Marshall Barron, Phoebe
Barron, Grace Feldman, and
Margaret Ann Martin.) No
gender balancing. Registration
form is available at http://
pantheon. yale.edul ~bfr41
elm.city.baI1.2001.htIn1

February
] Saturday
English-Scottish Party. Park
Avenue Congo Church,Arling
ton. 8 PM. The White Cock
ade with Scottish MC Lance
Ramshaw and English MC
Brad Foster. $8. Info: Priscilla
Adams, arachne@ aol.com

1 Saturday
Grand Victorian (1890s) Ball.
TheAstors' Beechwood, New
port RI. Co-sponsored by
Commonwealth Vintage Dan
cers & The Astors' Beech
wood. Direction by Patri J.
Pugliese. Period style dress or
formal wear. Costuming info:
Barbara or Patri at (781) 396
2870, Katy at (781) 593-3038,
or Costumes@VintageDan
cers.org Registration re
quested. Info: The Astors'
Beechwood Mansion, (401)
846-3772 (office hours, M-F
8AM-4PM)

March
17
Returning Heroes Ball. Win
chester MA. To celebrate the
Returning Heroes of the War
between the States. Music by
Spare Parts. Reservations re
quired. Info: Barbara or Patri
Pugliese (781) 396-2870 or
ReturningHeroes@Vintage
Dancers.org

October Minutes, continued.from page 6

Fourth of July 2001, all fees have been increased by
$10. Andy Horton from Vermont will be Jamie's
co-chair next year.
The Board went into executive session to discuss
a request from the NEDC to add a new committee
member. It was voted ~o approve the NEDC's
request to add Ann Cowan to its membership.
Ann Cowan reported for the NEDC. The fifth
Saturday dance in September, which featured after
noon and evening dances with a dinner in between,
was less well attended than anticipated.
The Board voted to adopt a policy recommended
by the executive committee relating to procedures

for submitting proposals for CDS-BC sponsored
dances. It is discussed in a brief article on page 2.
The Board voted to assign the Fifth Saturday slots
at the Scout House in 2001-2002 totheNEDC, and
the First Saturday slot in January, 2002 to the EDC.
The NEDC asked for an additional Challenging
Contra Dance in the Sunday series for May 6, and
that was approved.
Arthur Ferguson reported for the English Dance
Committee. Average attendance at the Wednesday
evening dances this fall has been slightly lower than
last year (50 as opposed to 55.) The first Second
Continued on page 13
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OUTSIDE THE

BOST~ON

AREA

Please call the info number to confirm date, time, and place.
CONTRAS
South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
SATURDAYS
2nd Sat. Contra Dance. George Marshall or Tim Van
Egmond. with Swallowtail. Beginners 8PM. dance at
8:30. $6. Info: Ron (413) 253-5638. ron@swallowtail
.com, or httpllwww.swallowtail.com

Greenfield MA
FRIDAYS
3rd Fri. Contra Dance at the Guiding Star
Grange. 40 I Chapman St.• Greenfield MA. 8 PM
midnight. Susan Kevra. $6. Info: (802) 254-2874 or
btomczak@~sover .net

4th Sat. Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger, Susie
Secco, guests. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or
sconger@shaysnet.com

SATURDAYS

5th Sat. Contra Dance. Susan Kevra with Sooz-a
rama. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan. (413) 367-9269 or sconger
@shaysnet.com

Greater Providence Contradance. Oaklawn
Grange. Wheelock St., Cranston RI. 8:00-11 :00 PM.
$6. Info: (401) 828-3229

Cranston RI

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
Cape Cod
English Country Dance on Cape Cod. 2nd and
4th Fridays. West Barnstable Community Buitding.
7:30 p.m. 121 8. '/12 & 26, 2/9 & 23, 3/9 & 23, 4/13 &
27, 5111 & 25, 6/8. Music by Janet Gage. $5. Info: (508)
362-9570 or fmworrell@capecod.net
New Hampshire

SUNDAYS
English Country Dance in New Hampshire.
Sponsored by the NH English Country Dance Society.
All $6
Concord. 2nd Sunday, Sept.-june. 6:30-9:30 PM.
Howard Auditorium, 105 Pleasant St. Jan. 14th will
feature Laurie Andres & Cathie Whitesides from
Seattle
Portsmouth. 3rd Sunday year round. Portsmouth
Ballroom, 41 Vaughn Mall & Fleet Street. 7-9:30 PM

MONDAY'S
English C()luntry Dancing. Robin Hayden and Joyce
Crouch with live music. All dances taught; beginners
welcome. $5. Info: Robin. (413) 256-8260

SATURDJ'YS
I st Sat. English Country Dancing. 8 to 10:30 PM.
Helen Davenport with live music. $6. Info: (860) 285
8694 or dancerhiker@yahoo.com
3rd Sat. English Country Dance. sponsored by
Pleasures of the Town. 8-1 I PM. $7. Music by Plea
sures of the Town (Doug Creighton, flute & melode
on; joyce Crouch, piano; occasional guests). Info:
joycecrou,ch@compuserve.com or (4' 3) 549-4123
Dec 16 Brad Foster (Holiday Party ...potluck
refreshments )
Jan I 6 Gene Murrow

Info:
(603) 463-7771 or taylorgorman@juno.c
(603) 886-5071 or dbateman@sanders.com
LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net
jnoska@cyberportal.net
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Feb 17 TBA
Mar 17 Jacqueline Schwab
Special Eyents
Sunday, March 18, 200 I
Advanced English Dance for Experience Danc
ers. Challenging dances for experienced dancers. 2-5
PM. Jacqueline Schwab calling. Music by Mary Lea and
Amy Cann. $10

For Those Who Like to Travel
OUTSIDE

NEW ENGLAND

2001

February

Monks. Info: http://www
.tropdanvac.com

January

6-13
English Dance Week in
St. Croix. Gene Murrow with
Bare Necessities

March

26-28

Bayou Bedlam. Houston,
Texas. Carol Ormand with
music of Last Gaspe and
M&M (Mimi Rogers and
Marily Cooper). Info: Alice
Bohlae, (713) 861-4185 or
michead@aol.com. Website
http://menlbers .aol.com/
hatds/home.htm)

and
15-22

Contra and Square Dance
Week in St. Croix. George
Marshall & Kathy Anderson
with Wild Asparagus and the

October Minutes, continued from page 11

Saturday afternoon dances for new callers and new
dances attracted a small number of people.
The Park Avenue Congregational Church (PACC)
is purchasing green velour curtains for the stage and
windows. The total cost will be $1,85 O. A contribu
tion of up to $1,200 to the PACC was approved to
help with the cost, hoping to improve accoustics.
Arthur also gave the membership report. Mem
berships have remained about the same, but income
from memberships has increased.
Nominating committee: The executive commit
tee approved Lilo Gallagher as a member of the
nominating committee. One Board member slot
remained open. It was voted to appoint Mark Jones
to the nominating committee for a two-year term.
Mark then reviewed the term expiration dates for
the current officers and directors, mentioned some
positions for which it is known that candidates will
be required, and asked for the assistance of all
Board members in suggesting possible candidates.
New business:
1. The Grants Committee received a proposal to
support a contra dance at the Unitarian-Universal
ist Church in Wakefield one Sunday a month. Only
one other contra dance now takes place in the
North Shore area. The budgeted expenses for call
ers and musicians total $225 per session. The

31 Saturday
Bay Area Country Dance So
ciety Playford Ball. Oakland
CA. Lise Dyckman, Artistic
Director, with music by Avis
Minger, Charlie Hancock, &
others. Info: Annette Kindred,
(501) 548-1794 before 10 PM
PST; kindredfox@yahoo.com

proposal requests a grant of $1250 to cover short
falls between admission fees and expenses. The
Grants Committee has already authorized a grant
of $250 and recommends that the Board approve
an additional $1,000. It was voted to approve a
grant of $1,000 to the Unitarian-Universalist Church
of Wakefield to support a monthly contra dance
series. The grant is an addition to the $250 already
approved by the Grants Committee.
2. Bare Necessities has requested permission to
use for their own purposes a series of articles on the
individual members of the band written by Eph
Weiss for the CDS-BC newsletter. It was voted to
approve the request, with the recommendation that
band members check with the author about appro
priate acknowledgements of authorship.
3. The Board discussed procedures for editing
the membership list before providing it to the
CTDM. It was decided that the newsletter is a
suitable vehicle for giving members an opportunity
to opt out of the list for purposes of distribution to
other organizations. Judy Erickson volunteered to
prepare an article for the newsletter on the Board's
decision to become a resident member of the CTDM
and a flyer explaining the opt-out process. The flyer
will include a tear-off coupon to be returned by
members who wish not to be listed.

-Jean F. Farrington, Clerk pro tempore
CDS Boston News
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Deadlines for Spring issue
(covering late February through June 2001)

Editorial and calendar: February 1st; inserts/flyers, February 10th
Please be prompt!

CDS Boston
Centre Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

Meetings are open. All members are welcome, but please as
an officer or committee member
to obtain date, time, and place.

If you are planning an event or

Board of Directors

English Dance Committee
CDS, Boston Centre's Web site:
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If you are planning an event,
write it up! Send articles or announcements, preferably by e
mail with NO formatting or attachments to;
lyrl@yahoo.com
or by mail to:

Margaret Keller
149 Stimson St.
West Roxbury MA 02132
or
mskeller@MIT.EDU

New England Dance
Committee

http://www .cds-boston.org

have some other matter that requires consideration by the CDS
Board, please send a one- or two
page summary to:

News Needed

II

by the first Wednesday of the
month for consi?eration at the
subsequent meetIng.

Lyrl Ahern, Editor

298 Central Street
Acton MA 01720-2444
Phone Art Anger, (781) 899
8702 (home) or (617)253-7044
(work), to arrange delivery of
mailing inserts.

