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From the President
Dear Friends,
In this, my final column as president of the
Country Dance Society, Boston Centre, I would
like to thank you for allowing me to serve, to help
lead this organization into the 21st Century. We
have accomplished many things over the past two
years, not due so much to my own work, but to that
of many individuals with whon1 I have had the
pleasure of working.
As you know, the CD project featuring Bare
Necessities has been a wonderful success. People
across the country-in many foreign countries as
well-have purchased volumes of the series for
their listening pleasure, to play along with on a
musical instument, and, of course, to dance to. We
can be proud of a wonderful and useful product and
a piece of art, really, that has been produced by the
hard work of the many people involved.
Additionally, you may know that we have be
come Resident Members of the Center for Tradi
tional Dance and Music. While it is still just draw
ings and ideas, we are working hard to make it a
reality. The Center is in the process of hiring an
Executive Director and has established an Advisory
Board, on which we have a seat. A couple of weeks
ago, the Resident Member groups nlet with the
architects who designed the facility and with the
Continued on page 2
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A reminder that we have moved our of
fices to:
42 West Foster Street
Melrose MA 02176
next to the Melrose Police Station.
Phone for Folk Arts Center in this office is
(781) 662-7475.
The new address location is NOT the
mailing address, which is:
Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
PMB 282
1770 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge MA 02140

Challenging Contras Series,
Sundays at the Scout House
This exciting new series for experienced dancers
had its premiere in November with the Election
Anticipation Dance-a great success with Lisa
Greenleaf and einstein's little homunculus, attract
ing twice as many people as we expected!
Our upcoming dances this spring promise to be
even more popular, as more people hear about
them. See page 8 for location and time, or call Ann
at (617) 354-0864. Dances are:
March 4, Fair Wind Fiesta: Dan Pearl with
Domino, a great band from Canada, with Rich
ard Forest, Sabin Jaques, and Rejean Brunet.
Continued on page 4
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From the President, C01ltill1led from page 1

leadership of the Center to wor k out our new office
space. As it stands now, CDS and NEFFA will share
a 23 O-square-foot space that will have room for the
future growth of our organizations. We will, of
course, have need in the near future for furniture
and other equipment, but for now we are taking it
one step at a time.
This March, we will have a number of new and
renewed faces on the Board. First a word of thanks
to their predecessors. I would like to thank Andy
Kohler,]ennie Hango, Adam Moskowitz, and]udy
Francis, who will be completing their terms as
Director, and also Ann Cowan, who has completed
a one-year term as Clerk, filling out the term of
Alison Woodman. Mark]ones and Anne Richardson
will be stepping down from their positions as
Treasurer and Vice President, respectively. Addi
tionally, I am sad to say that Mary Stafford has
resigned fronl her position as President Elect. I
thank them all for helping CDS remain a vibrant
community organization.
I look forward to welcoming the new Officers
and Directors. While you will receive more infor
mation on the entire slate, I would like to say just a
couple of words about our new President Elect,
Paul Levitt. I have known Paul for many years; we
were teammates on Bluemont Morris when we
both lived in the Washington, DC area. He will be
a strong leader of the organization. He is very giving
of his time and energy, and I believe that CDS will
continue to grow and flourish under his leadership.
This is only possible with the support of all the
hardworking volunteers-so thanks to all the com
mittees, whose work paid off with wonderful dances,
series, dance weekends, and special events.
It has been an honor and a pleasure to be a part
of this Board, representing a group of people so
dedicated to such a wide variety of dance traditions.
-Margaret Scott Keller

Gala Spring Fling Bash
les the Contra Dance Delirium 3 at the Scout
House, our final Fifth Saturday of the Season. Wild
Asparagus is coming! Their leader George Marshall
will call. We'll dance 7-11 PM and serve an elegant
dessert at intermission. See page 8 for details.
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First Weekend at Pinewoods
Don't plan your summer without considering
First Weekend at Pinewoods, a truly relaxing way
to welcome in the summer. First Weekend differs
from many other camp weeks and weekends, be
cause the events for the weekend are suggested and
led by campers as well as regular staff. Campers
help create a schedule that evolves as the weekend
progresses, to produce an enjoyable mix of dance
and music sessions, as well as crafts, songs, stories,
and other activities for adults and children.
Both staff and canlpers are encouraged to lead or
play music for one-hour workshops during the day.
These workshops have included English dances,
contras and squares, couple dances, dance band,
informal jam sessions at all levels, and morris or
sword dancing. Other activities have included ca
noe lessons, swimming across Long Pond, conn' as
in the pond, nature walks, yoga, rubber stamping,
giant bubbles, folk singing, madrigals, and lots
more. If you have an idea for a workshop you want
to lead or a request for one you'd like one of the staff
to lead, we'll do what we can to facilitate it.
A staff of callers and musicians is hired to play for
the evening dances, which are a mix of English and
American dances. This year!s staff will include
Vince O'Donnell, David Titus, and other favorites.
] anet Scudder will join us again this year as children's
activity leader. Janet has extensive experience as an
art educator and storyteller and weaves both these
strengths together to provide fascinating work
shops for children of all ages.
First Weekend activities include two evening
dances and morning and evening gatherings for
campers to come together and share stories, songs,
music, jokes, whatever inspires you. Then of course,
there are the two wonderful ponds with all the
swimming and canoeing you could want, the spon·
taneous jam sessions that happen all over camp, and
if welre lucky, some sunshine, a warm breeze, and
clear skies for stargazing.
Please join us June 15th to 17th (Friday after
noon to Sunday evening) for the cost of $145 per
adult; fees decrease for different age groups of
children.
For more infornlation, contact Susan & Jack
Janssen, (508) 875-1310 or sjanssen@edc.org or
Michael Resnick & Diane Biglow, (781) 862-6681
or resnick@excelon corp. com
Look for a flyer and application included in this
newsletter or at your local dances.

Fried Herman Weekend 200 I

2nd Saturday English Dances

Fried Herman is returning to Bostonl She com
posed dances such as Rose of Sharon, The First
Lady, Astoria Lass, and Songs of the Harpist, and
will be with us for the weekend of April 6th and 7th.
She is widely recognized as among the greatest
living choreographers of English country dance.
On Friday night, she will be teaching at the First
Friday dance for experienced dancers, with music
by Jacqueline Schwab, at 8: 15 PM at the Church of
Our Savior, Carlton and Monmouth Sts. in Brook
line. On Saturday she will do a workshop in the
afternoon from 2:00 to 5 :00 PM, again at the
Church of OUf Savior. Later that evening, she will
lead a party at the Park Avenue Congregational
Church in Arlington, from 7:30-10:30 PM.
Music for the dance and workshop will be pro
vided by Peter Barnes, Mary Lea, and Margaret Ann
Martin. Admission for First Friday will be the usual
$5. Admission for the Saturday events will be $10
for each event and $16 for a combined ticket.
Fried1s workshop in February 1995 was a high
point of that year's season, as Fried programmed
many beautiful dances that were new discoveries
for a lot of us. Unfortunately the weekend was
marred by a snowstorm that made it difficult for
many dancers to make it. Moving the workshop to
April will eliminate our weather problems, making
this weekend a good opportunity to dance with
friends from all over New England.

There are two more of these exciting dances this
season, on March 10 and May 12. What I find
exciting-and you might too-is that they provide
a place to develop new callers and new musicians,
which we will need in the future, and they are an
opportunity for those who are writing new dances
to try them out with real live dancers, to see how
they feel to dance and perhaps to rewrite a part of
the dance that really doesn't work.
When the group gathers at the First Baptist
Church in Central Square, Ken Allen is at the
keyboard. Without this series, how long would it
have been before CDS Boston discovered Ken?
Leslie Lassetter, one of the producers of this series,
asked Ken about his musical background.

-Terry Gaffney, English Dance Committee

Musical Treats on 3rd
Tuesdays
We have some fine music and callers lined up for
spring Third Tuesdays. March 20 brings energetic
and skilled newcomer, Pan Chan, fiddle, with
experienced Judy Francis on the piano. We're
seeking NEFFA visitors for the dance on April 17.
May 15 highlights several fine players: Dave Titus,
fiddle, with Susan Janssen on piano. Music for the
June 19 dance is led by Jim Guinness and friend.
Dances are held from 8-10:30 PM, at the Park
Ave. Congregational Church, Arlington Heights.
Calling is coordi{lated by Steve Boylan.
-Anne Cowan, Booking Agent

How long have you been dancing?
I took my first dance class when I \vas in high
school, about 10 years ago in Havelock, North
Carolina. I had a friend who wanted to take ballet
and who insisted that I join her. I didn't know
anything about it but was curiolls, so I went along
to humor her. Turned out to be a lot of fun-I
ended up sticking with it even after she stopped! I
was in the studio's production of the Nutcracker a
couple of times (as a toy soldier, an Arabian, and a
flower) and also took up jazz. When I went to
college at UNC-Chapel Hill, I participated in
ModernExtension, the student modern dance com
pany. I also got to work with some wonderful
teachers and choreographers for a couple of sum
mers as part of the American Dance Festival in
Durham. When I graduated from college, I was
very close to going to New York and making a
career of it.
When did you start English country dancing?
It wasn It until I arrived in Boston for graduate
school in the fall of '95 that I discovered English
dancing. Someone invited me to a contradance in
Jamaica Plain where they did one or two English
dances. The contradancing was fun, but I loved the
English dances. Someone told me that they did
gender-free English on second and fourth Tuesdays
in JP, so I checked that out-and soon learned about
the dances on Wednesdays in Central Square.
I can still remember the first English dance I did
with CDS at the YWCA: Corelli's Maggot. Still a
Continued on page 5
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Challenging Contras, continuedfoom page 1

Judy Francis is organizing instrumental and dog
ging workshops from 2-5 PM at the Emerson
Umbrella, Concord, with the musicans and Pierre
Chartrand, step dancer. Call Judy to register for
these at (781) 894-3394. Join us for potluck at
the Scout House at 6 PM and the dance at 7:30.
April 8, April Fools' Party: Lisa Greenleaf with
Northern Comfort (Becky Tracy, Keith Murphy,
and Bill Tomczak)
May 6, May Day Gala: Lisa Greenleaf with
einstein's little homunculus, another great dance
for/from our own community. See you there.

-Ann Cowan, Producer

Renaissance & Playford
Dance Symposium
The local chapter of the Society for Creative
Anachronism will be hosting a four-and-a-half day
Early Dance Symposium from June 8th to 12th at
Boston University. Teaching staff has not been fully
determined yet, but is expected to include Ken
Pierce, Patri Pugliese, Julia Sutton, andJohn Tyson,
as well as a host of less well-known reconstructors,
teachers, and musicians from the ranks of the SCA.
Topics are likely to include 15th Century Dance,
16th Century Dance, Early Playford Dances, Middle
Eastern Dance, reconstruction techniques, teach
ing techniques, and playing early music for dance.
Friday there will be a welcoming dance and regis
tration, but no classes. Classes will run from 9:30
AM warmups through 6:00 PM, followed by a
break for dinner and then a ball on Saturday,
Sunday, and Monday evenings.
Admission is available for either the entire sym
posium or by the day. The last day will be a con
current event of the Boston Early Music Festival.
Housing in BU dorms is available for those who
request it in advance. Those who have not previ
ously attended an SCA event should call for infor
mation, as period costume (Renaissance) is ex
pected throughout the symposium.
More information can be had by looking at the
website: http://www.carolingia.orglKWDS or by
calling Michael Bergman at (617) 964-7684.
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The July 4th Weekend
For many CDS members, the 4th of July Week
end at Pinewoods is one of the highlights of the
summer. Last year was an especially great weekend
-wonderful teachers and callers and extraordinary
music. Welre thrilled to have the nucleus of those
musicians back this year-3/4 of Bare Necessities
(we'll miss you, Mary), Karen Axelrod, Keith
Murphy, Paul Eric Smith, Bill Tomczak, Becky
Tracy-plus Doug Creighton and Dave Langford.
We're also excited to have Philippe Callens com
ing from Belgium to lead both English country and
contraSt Of course, Helene Cornelius will call En
glish too, while Lisa Greenleaf will be running us
through contras and squares. Ritual classes will be
in the experienced hands of Kari Smith (Northwest
and Clog), John Mayberry (Cotswold and Border),
and Andra Horton (Longsword). New this time is a
class in Scottish Country with Virginia Van Scoy.
If you are a 4th of July veteran, we look forward
to seeing you at Pinewoods again; if you haven't
been to the weekend recently, we hope you'll con
sider coming to what promises to be another great
event. Look for the flyer/application with this news
letter or print it from www.cds-boston.org

-Jamie Beaton & Andra Horton, co-chairs

Gala Tuesday Memorial Day
Potluck & Contra Dance Party
On May 29, come and move to the fabulous
unique sounds of einstein's little homunculus at our
Gala Memorial Day Party-our final fifth Tuesday
this season-led by exciting volunteer callers. Cel
ebrate the season and join us with a bit of cool food
we can share (no heat avaliable) before the dance.
The potluck starts at 6:30 PM with the dance
following from 8-10:30. It's at the Park Avenue
Congregational Church in Arlington Heights. The
#77 bus gets you there.
-Ann Cowan, Producer

SeCOfid Saturday English Dances, continued from page 3

favorite, though I often forget how to spell uCorelli fl
when I put it on the request board!

You have been playing piano for the Second Satur
day series. When did you begin playing piano and
when did you start playing for dances?
My mother was my first piano teacher. I think she
started teaching me to play when I was 5 or so. I
took lessons from a variety of teachers until I
graduated from high school. Though I did well
even winning first place in a state piano competi
tion one year-I wasn't the most disciplined pianist
and mostly preferred noodling and sight-reading.
The English dance in JP was the first I played for.

How long ago was that?
Two years ago? A year and a half? I recall once
hanging out at Rob Dobson's house in Bedford,
playing "Freeford Gardens" and other tunes before
I had my own copy of the Barnes book. At first I
played only a tune here and a tune there on certain
Tuesdays. Then the number of tunes I played in
creased until I was playing for half an evening. I
finally did my first solo evening in JP last month.
The very first full dance I played for, though, was
the first of the CDS English Committee's new
Second Saturday series this past October.

What's it like playing for that dance?
I enjoy it a lad It's been great experience. And
therefs always something new: callers, choreogra
phy, and approaches. Very exciting.

You have also written dances. What inspit'ed you to
write dances? Which was your first?
When I was in ModernExtension, I choreographed
a few pieces for the company. The first was called
"Christina/' inspired by one of Andrew Wyeth's
paintings; the music I used was Shadowfax's
"Folksongs for a Nuclear Village. 1f The last (and
best) piece I did for ModernExtension, my senior
year, was called "Hope Chest"-and I even had big
wooden chests buHt for it.
rve written only two English dances so far. The
first one, IlThe Caretaker1s Daughter, II was done for
an open mic a couple of years ago. Though it works
and I like it very much, it turned out to be pretty
complicated. Not everyone enjoys intricate dances
as much as I do. The title refers to the first sentence

of James Joyce's short story, The Dead: lILily, the
caretaker IS daughter, was literally run off her feet. tr
My second English dance was done recently at the
second Saturday: liThe Dilemma. 1f As you know,
there are two versions of the dance; one, a duple
minor, and the other, a three-couple set.

And you wrote the music for both dances, right?
That's right.

When did you start writing music?
Well, I had to put together little piano compositions
for the guild judges when I was taking lessons, but
the only other significant piece of music I wrote was
for my high school wind ensemble (in which I
played oboe, among other things). I even got to
conduct it!

At the most recent Second Saturday dance (Feb. 10))
besides teaching the three-couple version of tiThe
Dilemma, you called a reconstruction of Thomas
Bray's "Love and a Bottle. II How did you come upon
this dance?
H

I love the music in Bray's collection of country
dances. Bartlett House was on the ball program last
year, but Bray dances seem to be generally more
popular at the gender-free dance in Jamaica Plain.
Anyway, I'd never danced Bray's Love and a Bottle
and thought it would be fun to try, especially since
welre doing another dance with the same title at the
ball this year. The play-party figure in the second
part of the dance makes it kind of silly-the men
sal ute their partners by kissing their hands, then the
women mime drinking. But if the laughter was any
indication, everyone seemed to have a good time
with it!

You have taken workshops with Jacqueline Schwab.
What kinds of things did you learn from her?
Jacqueline is an incredible musician and teacher.
I've taken a couple of private lessons from her and
had a great time participating in her course for
English dance musicians this summer at Buffalo
Gap (aided by a CDS scholarship). What she taught
me most is to trust myself-rn1 still learning, of
course.
( Ken also played recently for a Wednesday evening
in Arlinton.)
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A History of the Boston Playford Ball
In the late 1970's, my daughter Charity and I

had to have acollegesponsor; ours was the Wellesley

attended one of the Germantown Country Dancers'
Playford Balls in Philadelphia. Corning back to
Boston, we began to ask various people in the
Boston Centre why we didn't have a similar event.
George Fogg started the ball rolling (if you'll forgive
the pun) with Boston's first Playford Ball in 1981.
The history here presented is drawn from a collec
tion of the booklets for all the balls from then to this
year's, our 21st.
Besides the program-which included such peren
nial favorites as Bellamira and Easter Thursday,
both of which have been featured on seven different
ball programs over the years-we only know that
George was the Ball Chairman, and that it took
place at Village Hall in Framingham on Saturday,
March 14th. In the 20 ensuing years, we've gotten
better at crediting the many people who help to
make each ball happen, though our titles for the
various jobs have been somewhat inconsistent, and
for several periods of time we either stopped listing
helpers again, or listed names without assigning job
titles at all.
George Fogg was Ball Chairman for the first
three years, 1981-1983. It's not clear from the
booklets who actually chaired the ball in 1984 and
1985. Stephanie Jack, with help from Harvey Cohen,
Adam Moskowitz, and Meg Ryan, did this job for
three years, 1986-1988. In 1989, the English Dance
Commi ttee took over the task, deciding that among
its members, much of the work could comfortably
be carried out. Various English Dance Committee
members have assumed the task of coordinating the
efforts, though again, the booklets do not always
show this. In 1994 Allan Wechsler served this role,
and in recent years, probably since 1995, Arthur
Ferguson has done it.
We have danced at a number of places over the
years. In 1982 the ball was at Knight Hall, Babson
College, Wellesley, and in 1983, at the Arlington
Town Hall. In 1984 and 1985 we were lucky
enough to have Dwight Hall at the Perkins Institute
for the Blind in Watertown, a lovely old hall with a
large space outside the hall itself which served us
well for the intermission and refreshment break.
For the next two years, 1986 and 1987, we used
Alumnae Hall at Wellesley College. An amusing
sideline to this was that in order to rent the hall we

chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism.
The floor at Alumnae Hall was, however, treacher
ously slippery, and we were never happy with it,
despite the hall's elegant setting.
We returned to Framingham and Village Hall in
1988 and 1989. Village Hall is handsome, but not
large, and attendance at the balls was gradually
swelling. In 1990, pressed to find a decent sized
hall, we moved the ball from its usual March date
to May, and danced at the Masonic Temple, by then
the home of our office. This could by no means be
called an elegant place, but it was at least large and
public transportation accessible.
The following year we located and secured the
Weston Town Hall, a large if not wildly elegant
space, and remained there for eight years, from
1991 to 1998. The hall itself, on the second floor of
the building, was more comfortable than beautiful,
but the ambiance was pleasant enough. Weston's
largest drawback was that it had no kitchen space
and presented real challenges to the refreshment
staff. We usually set up tables in the hall on the first
floor, below the dance hall itself, but there was a
real scramble to get ready for the intermission. In
1999, we used Monument Hall in Concord, and
have used that venue for 2000 and 2001 as well. It
is a well-lit, spacious hall, with a superb kitchen to
one side of the dance hall, and has been a pleasant
place to dance.
Locating and securing a hall is a task in itself, and
several people are credited in the booklets for
accomplishing this over the years. Early on, Evelyn
Lamond, Mary Blomberg, and Helene Cornelius
were credited by George Fogg. Although his name
shows nowhere in the early years, I know Harvey
Cohen often helped in this regard. When the EDC
took over the running of the ball, the task usually
fell to the committee chairman or any other person
available within the group. In 1995 Harvey was
listed as the Hall Coordinator. From 1996 to the
present, Arthur Ferguson has done the job.
In the 21 years that Boston has had a Playford
Ball, we have danced 170 different dances.
Sellenger's Round has been on every ball program
from the first, traditionally our last dance of the
evening. Of the other 169, Bellamira and Easter
Thursday, as mentioned, have each appeared seven
times over the years. Hambleton's Round 0, Miss
deJersey's Memorial, Mr. Beveridge's Maggot, Old
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Noll's Jig, and St. Margaret's Hill have each been
done six times. All Saints' Day, Barham Down, The
Boatman, Bury Fair, Chelsea Reach, Farewell to
Plymouth, and The Merry, Merry Milkmaids all
got five appearances. A further 24 dances have been
done four times each, 34 have had three rounds, 39
two, and 58 only one. The programs have always
inel uded both old favori tes and true Playford dances
as well as modern dances newly written in the
tradition. This year's program, for instance, in
cludes 0, Susato and Winter Solstice.
I believe, although the booklets do not always
show this, that Helene Cornelius has from the first
been responsible for choosing the program. Most
years the program has consisted of 21 dances; there
has been only one exception. In 1988, for reasons
not clear in reading through the program, there
were only 18 dances.
For some reason, though it is a critically impor
tant part of the ball planning and execution, the
sound system set-up has often not been credited.
Rich Jackson did this chore in 1982 and 1983. Dan
Pearl did itin 1986, and again, with help from Jack
Howe, in 1987. Jack did the sound alone in 1988,
and there is then a terrible gap when no one is
specifically credited until Dan Pearl's name again
appears in 2000 and 2001. One reason for these
lamentable gaps in credit for work done may be that
for the first four years of its chairmanship of the
ball, 1989-1992, the EDC merely printed a list of
names on its "Thank You!" page of the booklet,
without specifying what each person had done. I
believe that Dan Pearl may well have done the sound
from 1989 onward.
Another critical chore which has not been well
documented until recent years is that of the reser
vations coordinator. Mary Blomberg did it for
George's 1982 ball, and probably for 1981 and
1983 as well. After that one must wait ti111995 to
find someone credited. Terry Gaffney managed
reservations from 1995 to 1997, and Lyrl Ahern
has done so from 1998 to the present.
Since its beginning, with the one exception of
1990 previously mentioned, the ball has been held
on a Saturday in March. In the early years the exact
weekend varied widely, though in more recent
years it has mostly been on the first Saturday of
March. This is an iffy time weather-wise in New
England. Many years we've been deep in snow on
the weekend. I remember coming out of Village
Hall in Framingham at the end of one ball night and
picking my way most carefully down a stairway

glazed in ice and sprinkled with new snow. On the
other hand, at a recent ball in Concord, I sat com
fortably on a bench outside Monument Hall, with
the ground bare and no chilling wind blowing, as I
waited for the hall to be opened again for the
evening dance.
Although there are years when I cannot docu
ment it from the booklets, I believe that Bare
Necessities, or most of the group, have always been
Ollr musicians for the evening dance. The afternoon
workshop has featured a diverse group of musi
cians, including Karen Axelrod, Amy Cann, Ted
Ehrhard, Susan Janssen, Dave Langford, Pat
MacPherson, Ellen Mandigo, Beth Murray, Vince
O'Donnell, Ishmael Stefanov-Wagner, and Roberta
Sutter. Teachers for the afternoon have also varied:
Emily Ferguson, Barbara Finney, Brad Foster, Rich
Jackson, Robin Rogers-Browne, Brad Sayler, and
Jacqueline Schwab have all shared that chore over
the years.
Preparing a flyer and the program booklet are
important tasks; a number of people have shoul
dered those jobs. Sheila Beardslee Bosworth, Aerie
Day, Arthur Ferguson, Adam Moskowitz, Stackpole
Studios, and Mary Stafford are all named at one
time or another in these roles. From 1981 to 1992,
the booklets were about 3 1/211 by 8 1/4" and fit into
a standard business envelope. In 1993 we switched
to a 4f1 by 5 1/211 size, which allows a better layout
for each dance's instructions.
A ball is only partly made up of the dances and the
music. Decorations, refreshments, and name tags
have all been a part of what has made the Boston
Balls special events. For the most part, decorations
have consisted of flowers arranged at windows and
Continued on page 9

Vintage Tea Dances
Eclectic Enterprises presents a Victorian Tea
Dance series, with recorded music and a mix of
teaching and dancing. Couple dances and set dances
will be taught or led by Patri Pugliese. Beginners are
especially welcome.
Dances will be held at the Parish Hall, First
Unitarian Society of Newton, 1326 Washington
St., West Newton-on March 11, and April 8.
Light refreshments will be served. For more infor
mation contact Michael Bergman, Michael@
VintageDancers.org or (617) 964-7684.
CDS Boston News

7

CDS BOSTON CENTRE EVENTS

English Country Dance

American Dance

Regular Events

Regular Events

WEDNESDAYS
Park Avenue Congregational Church.* 7:30-10;30 PM
through June 21. Helene Cornelius with George Fogg,
Barbara Finney, Rich Jackson, Jacqueline Schwab, and
Robin Rogers-Browne. Music; Bare Necessities (Peter
Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Jacqueline Schwab) and
others. $6; $5 CDS members; $3 students/beginners
FIRST FRIDAYS
For Experienced Dancers. Church of Our Sav
iour.* Oct. thru June. 8: 15 to II PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with ECD figures. All taught. $5

1st, lrd, & 5th TUESDAYS.
Park Ave. Congregational Church.* Through JUrie.
Beginners at 7:45, dancing 8:00-10:30 PM. Free parking
next to church. $6; $5 members; $3 students & seniors
Ist Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor & the Knights of
Tunisia. Sit-ins welcome. Slow Jam, 6:00-7:30 PM
3rd Tuesdays: Open Mike for Callers & Musi
cians. Caller coordinator, Steve Boylan. (617) 629
2749. Bandleaders, call Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
March 20: Equinox Dance. Music by Pan Chan &
friends

March 2: Brad Foster with Jacqueline Schwab

April 17: TBA

April 6: Fried Herman (part of special weekend
event) with Jacqueline Schwab

May 15: Dave Titus, fiddle, & Susan Janssen. piano.

May 4: Rich Jackson with Jacqueline Schwab
June I; Various Boston Centre leaders with
Jacqueline Schwab
SECOND SATURDAYS, March 10 & May 12
2nd Saturday Dances for Choreographers and
Callers. First Baptist Church, 5 Magazine Street,
Central Sq., Cambridge. Parking, corner of Prospect
and Bishop Allen Dr. 2-5 PM. To call a dance: Leslie
Lassetter, (781) 641-2782 or Lassetter_dances@hot
mail.com. To try out a new dance you have written:
Victor Skowronski, (781) 935-9961 or vjskowronski@
tasc.com. $5

Special Event
April 6 and 7
Fried Herman Weekend 200 I.
First Friday dance (see above). Saturday workshop at
the Church of Our Savior, 2-5 PM. Evening party, Park
Avenue Congregational Church, Arlington, 7:30-10:30
PM. Music by Peter Barnes, Mary Lea, & Margaret Ann
Martin. Admission for Saturday events: $10 per event;
$16 for both

June 19: Jim Guinness & friend.
5th Tuesdays: Special Parties. Open Mike. coordi
nated by Ann Cowan

Special Events
at the Concord Scout House*
Info: Ann Cowan, (617) 354-0864
5th SATURDAYS
March 31: Gala Spring Fling Bash. Contra
Dance Delirium 3 with Wild Asparagus and George
Marshall. 7-1 I PM with elegant dessert. $10
Some SUNDAY Evenings (New Series)
Challenging Contras for experienced dancers. 7-10:30
PM with refreshments. $7
March 4, Fair Wind Fiesta: Dan Pearl with
Domino from Canada, with Richard Forest, Sabin
Jaques, and Rejean Brunet. Instrumental and
clogging workshops from 2-5 PM at the Emerson
Umbrella, Concord, with the musicans and Pierre
Chartrand, step dancer. Call Judy to register at

* Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations

continued next page
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Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave., Cambridge
Church of Our Saviour, Carlton & Monmouth Streets, Brookline
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
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(781) 894-3394. Join us for potluck at the Scout
House at 6 PM and the dance at 7:30.

April 8, April Fools' Party: Lisa Greenleaf with
Northern Comfort (Becky Tracy, Keith Murphy.
and Bill Tomczak)

An apology to Ellen Mandigo
In both the fall and winter issues of this newsletter,
Ellen's last name was spelled wrong. It is not
Mandingo, but Mandigo. I am sorry for the mis
take.

May 6, May Day Gala: Lisa Greenleaf with
einstein's little homunculus
Co-sponsored with

the MIT Folk Dance Club
Contra Dance For All at MIT. Lobdell Dining Hall.
MIT Student Center, Cambridge. 8-10:30 PM. 2nd &
4th Tuesdays all year. $4, MIT students free. Info:
(617) 354-0864
March 13, Intimations of Spring Party. Ann
Cowan with music TBA
March 27, Spring Fever. Linda Leslie with Pan
Chan, Cal Howard, & sit-ins

April 10, Pre·NEFFA Party. Laura Johannes
with Pan Chan, fiddle, Cal Howard, piano, & sit-ins
April 24, Post·NEFFA Party. Caller TBA with
music by Garrison Creek from Toronto.

May 8, Spring Fling. Steve Boylan, music TBA
May 22, Finals Festival. Tamara Golden with
John Chambers & friends
June 12, Solstice Party. Caller TBA, music by

For information about CDSS
weeks at Pinewoods, go to
www.cdss.org

Playford Bal4 continued fi'om pagel

along the stage, though at the Weston Town Hall,
we were faced with four huge bronze plaques
commemorating residents of the town; to cover
them, we sewed special floral fabric banners. Get
ting these banners hung over the plaques was a
tricky business, requiring a long, rather teetering
ladder and two or three intrepid souls to maneuver
them into place-and, of course, to remove them
at the end of the evening. For many years, those
who volunteered to decorate the halls were not
credited specifically in the booklets, but we can

Carol Kycia, sax, Cal Howard, piano, & sit·,ins

Continued on page 13

CDS Boston Centre's Pinewoods Camps
June 15.. 17
First Weekend at Pinewoods.

June :28 - July 2
July 4~th Weekend. English, Con

A relaxed session with a mix of
preplanned and camper-led activi
ties. Families welcome. Staff includes
Barbara Finney, Linda Leslie, Vince
O'Donnell, Pat MacPherson, David
Titus, others. Info: Michael Resnick
& Diane Biglow, 15 Bellflower St.,
Lexington, MA 02421-6505; (78 I)
862-6681; resnick@exceloncorp.
com

tras. Scottish, Morris, Longsword,
Northwest, Clog. and mare. Helene
Cornelius. Philippe Callens. Lisa
Greenleaf, Kari Smith, John Mayber
ry. Vh'ginia Van Scoy. Andra Horton
with music by Karen Axelrod, Peter
Barnes, Doug Creighton. Earl Gad
dis. Dave Langford. Keith Murphy,
Jacqueline Schwab, Paul Eric Smith,
Bill Tomczak, Becky Tracy. $265
($255 by April 13). Info: Jamie Beat
on, (978) 779-6860 or jbeaton@
bu.edu) or Andra Horton, (802) 254
26510r horton@sover.net

July 2·6
English.Scottish Session at Pin
ewoods. English Country, Scottish
Country. Rapper, Longsword, la
dies' Step, Highland Duets, Waltz,
Band, Piping. American Colonial,
more. Marjorie Mclaughlin, Yonina
Gordon. Robin Hayden, Jocelyn
Hamilton, George Fogg with music
by Elke Baker, Leah Barkan, Liz
Donaldson. David Kaynor, Marty
Taylor. Terry Traub. Info: Howard
Brezner, (51 8) 456-1731 or hsbrezne
@fw.dec.state.ny.us. See our web
site at http://www.geocities.com/
SoHo/Courtyard/8534/

CDS Boston News

9

OTHER REGULAR BOSTON AREA DANCES
MONDAYS

SATURDAYS

Yankee Ingenuity presents the Scout House
Contra Series, Concord Scout House. 7:30~ 10:30

New England Contras & Squares, Concord Scout

PM. Various callers & musicians. Info: (78 I) 272-0396
or (781) 259-8442
Scottish Country Dance, Cambridge YWCA.

7:45~

10:30 PM. $6. RSCDS. Info: (617) 484-0950
TUESDAYS

2nd & 4th Tue. English Country Dance. (Experi
enced on 5th Tues.) 'st Church of Jamaica Plain, UU,
Centre & Eliot Sts. Michael Cicone & Rob Dobson,
leaders, 7:30-10:00 PM. $5. Info: Michael, (781) 891
3296, or Rob, (781) 271-0356.
THURSDAYS
New England Contras & Squares, VFW Hall, 688

Huron Ave., Cambridge. 8-11 PM. $5. Info: (781) 662
6710 (NEFFA), (781) 272-0396 (Cal). (508) 229-2854
(Dan), or http://www.neffa.org/....neffalThurs.html
Scottish Country Dance. Universalist Church, 211

Bridge St., Salem. 8:00 PM. $2. Info: (978) 745-2229
FRIDAYS
I st or 2nd Fri. Renaissonics. Renaissance dance for
everyone. Jewett Hall, First Church in Cambridge
Congregational, II Garden Street, Cambridge. 7:30
PM. Charles Garth teaching. Info: (617) 661-3353

2nd Fri. Contras, Squares & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. Walter Lenk, music by O'Connor's
Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781 or (978) 369-1232
3rd Fri. Contras and Squares with Roaring Jelly.
Ist Parish Church. 7 Harrington Road, Lexington MA.
Beginners at 7:45, dance 8-11 PM. Susan Elberger with
Debby Knight. $5. Info: (78 I) 944-3544, RoaringJeUy@
hotmail.com or http://www.toc.lcs.mit.edu.-slonim/
rjelly.html
March 25
Special 30th Anniversary Dance. Concord

Scout House. Call for further info.

House, 74 Walden St. 8-11 PM. $6
I st Sat., various callers & bands
2nd Sat., Tony Saletan with Concord Country

Dance Band. Info: (978) 369-4462
3rd Sat•• Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate.

Info: (978) 667-7459
4th Sat•• Walter Lenk with Jack O'Connor and

Debby Knight. Info: (978) 369-1232
I st Sat. Contra Dances in Berlin. Berlin Town Hall,
Route 62, Berlin MA. 8:00-1 I :00 PM. Tony SaJetan and
Berlin Country Orchestra. $5. Info: (978) 838-2104

3rd Sat. New England Squares & Contras. Studio
665,665 Salem St. (3rd fl.), Maplewood Sq., Malden.
Cammy Kaynor with Knights of Tunisia. Instruction
7:00 PM, dance 8:00 PM. $5. Info: (78 I) 324-7355
Some Sats. (6/10 & 22) Genderfree Dance. Boston
Gay & Lesbian Contra Dancers. I st Church of Jamaica
Plain UU, Eliot & Centre Sts. 7:30-1/ PM. $5 before 8
PM, $6 after. Info: (617) 522-2216, (617) 522-1 I 15, or
http://www.tiac.netiusers/lattellcfd
3rd Sat. Trad. New England Barn Dance. Central
Congregational Church, 85 Seaverns Ave.• Jamaica
Plain. 8:00 PM. Contras, squares, waltzes, & polkas;
music by Just Plain Folks. $5. Info: (617) 524-1767
SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,

Carlton & Monmouth Sts., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM.
$4. Info: (6' 7) 325-6657
NEFFAlFolk Arts Center Family Dances. Con
cord Scout House, Concord MA. 2-4 PM. Music by Cal
Howard & friends. Various callers. Appropriate for ages
5 and up. $4; $15 family max. Info: FAC, (617) 491
6083; NEFFA. (617) 354-1340
Contra Dance for All Ages. Unitarian Universalist

Church of Wakefield, 326 Main St.• Wakefield MA. 3-6
PM. 3118,4/22, 5/13, 6/1 O. $5; kids 6-16, $4; families,
$12. Info: (781) 245-4632 or (78') 646-2321

CDS Boston Centre's Web site:
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FESTIVALS & OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS
Call first to check details and directions.

March
II, Sunday
Dance Band Workshop.
Neighborhood Music School,
New Haven CT. On playing
for an evening of English coun
try dancing; proficiency with
instruments required. Dance
leaders invited. Pre-registra
tion urged. Info: Marshall
Barron, (203) 776-6929
II Sunday afternoon
Civil War Era Tea Dance and
Workshop. First Unitarian
Society of Newton, 1320
Washington St. 2-5 PM. Patri
Pugliese with recorded mu
sic. $5, free to those attending
Returning Heroes Ball
17 Saturday
Returning Heroes BalL Win
chester MA. Civil War era
Ball. Music by Spare Parts.

Reservations & period cos
tume required. Info: Barbara
or Patti Pugliese, (781) 396
2870 or Returning Heroes@
VintageDancers. org

April

Spare Parts. Beginner work
shop. Approx $20. Info: Katy
@VintageDancers.org or
(781) 593-3038
13 Sunday
See April 8

8 Sunday
Afternoon Ragtime Tea
Dances. First Unitarian Soci
ety of Newton, 1320 Wash
ington St. 2-5 PM. All dances
taught, beginners welcome,
refreshments served, recorded
music. $5. Info: Michael@
Vintage Dancers.orgor (617)
964-7684

18-20
The 14th Annual Fried-for
All for experienced English
Dancers. Lenox MA. Fried de
Metz Herman with music by
Karen Axelrod, Gene Mur
row, and Mary Lea. Info:
Judy, (518) 758-1645 or
jbgrun@aol.com; also Julie,
jraskin@wmht.org

May

June

12 Saturday
May Flower Ragtime Ball.
Nahant Town Hall, 332
Nahant Rd., NahantMA. 7:30
-11 PM. Patd Pugliese with

8·12
Early Dance Symposium. Bos
ton University. See article on
page 4 for details.

2nd & 4th Tuesday Contras for All @ MIT Thrive
OUf Gala Beginner Dance on January 23, part of
theJanuary Independent Activities Program at MIT,
was led by one of our favorite callers, Lisa Greenleaf,
with music by einstein's little homunculus. It was a
new high with a great attendance (two contralines!)
and lots of music and dancing energy!
Dances are co-sponsored by the MIT Folk Dance
Club and the Country Dance Society, Boston Cen
tre. Further details are on the CDS schedule page 9.
The spring schedule is:

June 12, Solstice Party. Caller TBA, music by
Carol Kycia, sax, Cal Howard, piano, & sit-ins

March 13, Intimations of Spring Party. Ann
Cowan with music TBA

We expect to continue through the summer as we
usually do.

March 27, Spring Fever. Linda Leslie with Pan
Chan, Cal Howard, & sit-ins

-Ann Cowan, Coordinator

Apri110,Pre-NEFFAParty. LauraJohanneswith
Pan Chan, fiddle, Cal Howard, piano, and sit-ins
April 24, Post-NEFFA Party. Caller TBA with
music by Garrison Creek from Toronto.
May 8, Spring Fling. Steve Boylan, music TBA
May 22, Finals FestivaL Tamara Golden with
John Chambers & friends

CDS Boston News
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OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA

Please call the info number to confirm date, time, and place.
CONTRAS
Greenfield MA
FRIDAYS

South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
SATURDAYS

3rd Fri. Contra Dance at the Guiding Star
Grange. 40 I Chapman St., Greenfield MA. 8 PM
midnight. Susan Kevra. $6. Info: (802) 254-2874 or
btomczak@sover.net
Cranston RI
SATURDAYS
Greater Providence Contradance. Oaklawn

Grange, Wheelock St., Cranston RI. 8:00- J I:00 PM.
$6. Info: (40 I) 828-3229

2nd Sat. Contra Dance. George Marshall or Tim Van
Egmond, with Swallowtail. Beginners 8PM. dance at
8:30. $6. Info: Ron (413) 253-5638, ron@swallowtail
.com, or httpllwww.swallowtail.com
4th Sat. Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger, Susie
Secco, guests. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or
sconger@shaysnet.com
5th Sat. Contra Dance. Susan Kevra with Sooz-a
rama. 8:30. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or sconger
@shaysnet.com

Dover NH

4th Sat. Dancing Cat Contras. City Hall, Dover
NH. Dessert potluck, 8 PM; dance, 8:30-1 I :30 PM. $7.
Info: (603) 659-7038

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
Cape Cod
EngJish Country Dance on Cape Cod. 2nd and

4th Fridays. West Barnstable Community Building.
7:30 p.m. 3/9 & 23, 4/1 3 & 27. 5/1 I & 25, 6/8. Music by
Janet Gage. $5. Info: fmworrell@capecod.net or (508)
362-9570
New Hampshire
SUNDAYS
English Country Dance in New Hampshire.

Sponsored by the NH English Country Dance Society.
All $6
Concord. 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June. 6:30-9:30 PM.

Howard Auditorium, 105 Pleasant St.
Portsmouth. 3rd Sunday year round. Portsmouth
Ballroom. 41 Vaughn Mall & Fleet Street. 7-9:30 PM
Info:

(603) 463-7771 or taylorgorman@juno.c
(603) 886-5071 or dbateman@sanders.com
LeeDotFisher@ttlc.net
jnoska@cyberportal.net

South Amherst MA (Munson Library)
MONDAYS
English Country Dancing. Robin Hayden with live
music. All dances taught; beginners welcome. $5. Info:
Robin. (41 3) 256-8260

SATURDAYS
I st Sat. English Country Dancing. 8 to 10:30 PM.
Helen Davenport. Open music session from 7-8 PM.
$6. Info: (860) 285-8694 or dancerhiker@yahoo.com
3rd Sat. English Country Dance. 8-1 I PM. With
Pleasures of the Town (Doug Creighton, flute &
melodeon; Joyce Crouch, piano; guests). $7. Info:
joycecrouch@pobox.com or (413) 549-4123
Mar I 7 Jacqueline Schwab
Apr 21 Trio of Guest Callers: James Allan, Rob
Brooks, & Mary Conser,
May I 9 Rich Jackson, caller; Pat MacPherson,
guest musician
June 16 Brad Foster
Special Events
Sunday, March 18, 200 I
Advanced English Dance for Experienced
Dancers. Challenging dances for experienced danc

12
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ers. 2-5 PM. Jacqueline Schwab calling. Music by Mary
Lea and Amy Cann. $10

For Those Who Like to Travel
OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND

March
24

Twenty-first Annual Spring
Ball. Ashland, Oregon. Both
English and Scottish country
dance. Grand march at 7:45
pm. Review1-4pm. $16; $14
Heather & Rose members.
Info: Brooke Friendly, friend
sack@opendooLcom

April
20-29

Jane Austen Festival. Madi
son, Wisconsin. Info: http://

www.hunlanities. wise. edul
festival/introduction.html or
Mike Mudrey, 106 Ravine
Road, Mount Horeb, WI
53572; (608) 437-3701;
mgmudrey@mhtc.net or mike
@mudrey.com

May
5 Saturday and 6 Sunday
Cascadia Occasional English
Dance Weekend. The Polish
Home, Seattle WA. Bruce
Hamilton. Info: Paul Bestock,
(206) 329-7289 or bestockp@
oz. net

l

September
16..25
Slow Dancing Through the
Galapagos Islands. A tour or
ganized by Ken McFarland,
with music by Mary Lea and
Peter Barnes. Info: (800) 822
3435, farlands@ptialaka.net,
or Ken McFarland, 3875 Geist
Road E323, Fairbanks AK
99709

Continued from page 7

find these names scattered through the 21 years:
Mr. &Mrs. FrankP. Davidson (1982-1983), Cindy
Greene (1986), Charity Stafford (1991-1996), Lyrl
Ahern (1997), Jennie Hango (1998-1999), and
Terry Gaffney (2000-2001, with help from Jennie
Hango).
Nametags and their calligraphy have only two
people credited over the years, though there were
clearly others who did the job and were not specifi
cally identified. From 1986 to 1988, Richard Morse
accomplished this task. From 1997 to the present,
Liv Toftner has been the nametag maker. Those
elegant cards, by the way, are of handmade paper
created by Liv herself.
Refreshments! How could we manage to dance
for three hours in the afternoon and then another
four in the evening without them? I can 'tremember
if refreshments were always available for the after
noon workshop; Jean Farrington has provided
these for quite a number of recent years. In the
earliest years, Charles Whitlock and Carl Trelstad
did evening refreshments for George Fogg in 1982
and 1983. Terry Blonder and Laura Sprung are
listed for 1986, Deanna Marvin for 1987, and
Sandy Borden and Ira Laby for 1988.

After that, there is a long gap in what the booklets
list, but I am certain that Sandy Borden, with help
from N aney Hanssen and others, handled this task
with much panache through all the years of our use
of the Weston Town Hall, from 1991-1998, and
for the first year at Monument Hall in Concord,
1999. In 2000 and 2001, Lila Gallagher ably took
over the job. Simply shopping for and transporting
the refreshments are only a small part of this job,
and many helpful hands have carried out the prepa
ratory tasks of slicing cakes, filling platters with
cheese and crackers, setting up trays of vegetables
and dip, and arranging bowls of fruit salad. Other
hands have set up tables at the appropriate moment,
carried out the goodies, and whisked all away when
it was time to dance again.
For in the end, our Playford Balls are a group
effort, just as the dancing itself is. We do not dance
in isolation, nor with one person only. When all is
at its best-and we sincerely hope the Ball repre
sents our best-everyone there, musicians, callers
and dancers, are part of one whole, whose purpose
is the joy of the dance.
-Mary Stafford
CDS Boston News
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Deadlines for Summer issue
(covering late May through SeptembeI 2001)

Editorial and calendar: May 1st; inserts/flyers, May 10th
Please be prompt!

CDS Boston
Centre Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

Meetings are open. All mem~
bers are welcome, hut please ask
an officer or committee member
for date, time, and place.

If you are planning an event or
have some other matter that re
quires consideration by the CDS
Board, please send a one- or two
page summary to:

Board of Directors

New England Dance
Committee
English Dance Committee
CDS Boston Centre's Web site:

http://www.cds-boston.org
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News Needed
If you are planning an event,
write it up! Send articles or announcements, preferably by e
n1ail with NO formatting or attachments to:
lyrl@yahoo.com
or by mail to:

Margaret Keller
149 Stimson St.
West Roxbury MA 02132
or
n1skeller@MIT.EDU

II by the first Wednesday of the

month for consideration at the
subsequent meeting.

Lyrl Ahern, Editor

298 Central Street
Acton MA 01720-2444
Phone Art Anger, (781) 899
8702 (home) or (617) 253-7044
(work), to arrange delivery of
mailing inserts.

